
 

 

 

Keying systems and Zones 

Fact sheet 

Security keys are keys that provide Defence personnel with access to classified information, classified 

equipment and security containers. Security keys can also open secure rooms, buildings, magazines, 

armouries and briefcases that transfer classified documents.  

To help keep us protected, security keys have a limited active lifecycle. A security key’s lifecycle is defined 

using a time-based patent or Intellectual Property (IP) protection, which is set by the Security Construction 

Equipment Committee (SCEC). 

If you are the custodian of a security key, it is up to you 

to ensure your key’s security patent has not expired! 
 

Keying systems that are no longer covered by an active patent or Intellectual Property (IP) protection, are 

not approved by the Security Construction and Equipment Committee (SCEC). This is because expired 

patent keying systems are allowed to be copied or duplicated, reducing their ability to provide good physical 

security. 

Keying systems fitted to the perimeter doors of Physical Security Zones must be in-patent in order for the 

Zone to obtain certification. Keying systems with expired patents should be replaced as soon as possible. 

Keying systems fitted to Zone 3, 4 and 5 perimeter doors must be SCEC-approved SL3 and above 

products. These products are found in the Security Equipment Evaluated Product List (SEEPL). When a 

keying system’s patent expires, SCEC approval of that system also expires and it is removed from the 

SEEPL. If the patent is due to expire within 8 years, the keying system will be listed as a ‘legacy’ product. 

Legacy keying systems are considered to be SCEC approved until their patent expires. They can continue 

to be used in existing sites, but should not be used in new installations. Once a legacy keying systems 

patent expires, the system is no longer SCEC-approved.  

Keying systems fitted to Zone 2 perimeter doors must be at least commercially restricted keying systems 

and it is recommended that they are not an ‘inline’ type (see guidance below). Keying systems to Zone 2 

must be in-patent. It is recommended that SCEC-approved SL2 keying systems are used as a benchmark. 

You may use a higher grade SCEC-approved keying system, for example, when used in a site-wide keying 

system, such as on a Base or large facility. 

 

How do I find out the status of my key’s patent? 
Annex A below provides the status of many commonly used systems. Some key systems do not carry 

protections. These keys are marked as Restricted or Do not copy. If you have one of these keys, you 

should verify if their protections are still active. If you need more information, contact the key manufacturer 

or the installing locksmith (preferably SCEC approved), or you can also speak with your Regional DS&VS 

Security team. 



 

 

 

Risks when keys are uncontrolled 
If not controlled, security keys may be easily compromised through the taking of impressions or 

photographs of the key, which enables unauthorised key duplication. Key codes or serial numbers may also 

assist in unauthorised key duplication.   

If a key has been lost, assume it is compromised and replace the key and key cylinder in the affected lock. 

The loss of any keys or locks is a security incident and should be reported. Multiple losses may 

compromise the entire keying system and should therefore be discussed with the relevant accreditation 

authority. 

 

Basic protections for keys to Zones 
Keys and their authorised duplicates to physical security zones must be: 

 Registered in a key register that is maintained by the Security Officer 

 Appropriately stored in alignment with the information they protect 

 Protected from unauthorised access 

 Only provided to those who have an appropriate need to access the Zone 

Inline keying systems 
Inline keying systems are the most common type of keying system used for commercial or residential 

purposes. As a result of this inline keying, systems are vulnerable to exploitation through widely available 

and unsophisticated tools such as ‘bump keys’. When assessing keying systems for a Zone 2 perimeter 

against an SL2 benchmark, consideration should be given to the fact that no inline keying systems are 

SCEC approved at any level. 

 

This is an example of an inline keying system.  

The ‘pins’ within the lock are in a single  

straight line over the key. 

 

When to replace keys to Zones 
Keying systems fitted to Physical Security Zone perimeter doors must be in-patent in order to obtain 

certification, or re-certification, of the Zone. 

 For zones 2-4, if the patent has lapsed or will lapse during the period of certification, replace the 

key as soon as possible. 

 ASIO-T4 will not re-certify a zone 5 facility where the perimeter keying system is not SCEC-

approved to SL3 or above. Expired keying systems are not SCEC-approved. 

 Avoid installing keying systems that have only a few years of patent or IP protection remaining. 

 Always ensure keys to zones are appropriately secured. 

 

Do I need to replace my locks immediately? 
Your priority for key replacement should be based on the level of security risk posed by the ongoing use of 

non-approved key systems. The DS&VS Security portal (link below) provides guidance on the assessment 

of risk. You can also contact 1800 DEFENCE or email yourcustomer.service@defence.gov.au. 

http://drnet/ASSOCIATESECRETARY/SECURITY/risk-management/Pages/home.aspx 

mailto:yourcustomer.service@defence.gov.au
http://drnet/ASSOCIATESECRETARY/SECURITY/risk-management/Pages/home.aspx


 

 

 

Current SCEC Endorsed Keying Systems 

Keying System Picture IP expiry date Identification 

EVVA 4KS DPS 

 

2035 ‘4KS’ printed on key. 

BiLock Exclusive 

 

2033 

‘BiLock Exclusive’ printed on 
key. Window in the plastic 

displays keying system 
information. 

Kaba ExperT Plus 

 

2033 
‘experT Plus’ printed on key 

blade. 

Abloy Protec2 

 

2030 
Silver colour appearance. Single 

ball bearing in key blade. 

 

Previously SCEC Endorsed Legacy Keying Systems 

Keying System Picture IP expiry date Identification 

Lockwood MT5+ 

 

2025 ‘MT5’ printed on key.  

Australian Lock 
Company ‘Galaxy’ 

 

2024 ‘Galaxy’ printed on key. 

Evva 3KS+ 

 

2022 ‘3KS’ printed on key. 

Evva DPS 

 

2022 ‘DPS’ printed on key. 

Kaba experT 

 

2020 ‘experT’ printed on key. 

 



 

 

 

Expired Keying Systems 

Keying System Picture IP expiry date Identification 

Abloy Protec / Protec 
Cliq 

 

Expired 

Gold colour appearance. Two 
‘divots’ on the key blade. Cliq 
model has a black electronic 
component mounted at the 

top. 

BiLock New 
Generation / BiLock 

QCC 
 

Expired 
Recently expired BiLock keying 
systems have a curved handle. 

Abloy Legacy Locks 

 

Expired 
All Abloy keying systems with 
plastic handles are not patent 

protected. 

BiLock Legacy Locks 

 

Expired 

BiLock keying systems with 
‘angular’ plastic in either a 

diamond or triangle shape are 
not patent protected. 

 


