2
Reasons for decision
Factors in favour of disclosure
9.
There are a number of factors that favour disclosure, including greater transparency for
the expenditure of Commonwealth funds. In support of that, I note that the contracts are the
result of a public tender process that was conducted in 2012-2014, during which time the draft
contracts were made available to interested parties.
10. Upon examination of the documents, I identified information that would have a
commercial value that would be reasonably diminished if disclosed, namely the costing
information provided in the contract documentation. This information covers more than the
information that has been made public via the normal tendering processes and would have
disclosed material deemed commercially sensitive by its owners.
Factors acting against disclosure
11. In considering the nature of this information, and its commercial sensitivity, I was also
mindful of the need to protect the commercial information of the contractors. While I
considered disclosing the information, I was mindful that the final documents would be made
public via the departmental web-site, which would also expose their commercial information
to others beyond the applicant. One issue to consider was the impact to Defence’s reputation
and future commercial dealings if this information was disclosed, with a possible impact
being the reluctance of industry to engage and share commercially sensitive information if the
prospect of disclosure was realised.
Decision
12. I note that the applicant is aware that “…some commercially sensitive information may
be redacted”. The contract is structured in such a way that the commercially sensitive
information is almost entirely limited to Schedule 3. In the interests of meeting the intent of
the applicant’s request, I have not included any documents in Schedule 3. This meets the
applicant’s intent as well as protect the commercial data of the contractors.
Further Information
13. The applicant has also requested “…a list of all the projects / work requests issued
under these contracts”. For clarification, it should be noted that no projects or work requests
are issued under these contracts. The contracts for Project Delivery Services are between the
Commonwealth of Australia and the relevant PDS provider. Any projects or work requests
arising as a result of the work of the PDS provider are then delivered under a separate contract
between the Commonwealth of Australia and the provider of the works. All of these contracts
are reported through AusTender and are available for the applicant to download and view.
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