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Academic Misconduct 
Cheating, plagiarism, copying and collusion are forms of academic 
misconduct that are totally unacceptable to both Deakin University and 
CDSS.   
Whenever you refer to another person’s research or ideas, either by directly 
quoting or by paraphrasing them, you must acknowledge your source.  If you do 
not do so, this is considered to be plagiarism.  It is totally unacceptable. 

It is also unacceptable to pass off someone else’s work as your own.  In other 
words, you - and no one else - must write your own assignments.  Should you 
submit work written by someone else to the CDSS for assessment, this is either 
collusion or unauthorised collaboration. 

The CDSS considers academic misconduct to be an extremely serious issues.  
It is also an academic offence.  They are also considered serious breaches of 
academic standards and ethics.  Should you be found to have engaged in 
plagiarism or collusion, this could lead to your failure of the DSSC and/or your 
inability to obtain a Graduate Diploma (Strategic Studies). 

For the purposes of consistency across both the Master of Arts and the 
Graduate Diploma programs, the CDSS adheres to Deakin University’s 
definitions of plagiarism and collusion as follows: 
• Plagiarism occurs when a student passes off as the student’s own work, or 

copies without acknowledgment of its authorship, the work of any other 
person. 

• Collusion occurs when a student obtains the agreement of another person 
for a fraudulent purpose with the intent of obtaining an advantage in 
submitting an assignment or other work. 

• Unauthorised collaboration is a related form of cheating.  It involves 
working with others with the intention of deceiving your assessors about who 
actually wrote and completed the written piece.  If you have collaborated 
with anyone else in writing and completing an individual written assessment 
item and have not had the prior permission of the Director of Studies to do 
so (see ‘Joint or Small Group Paper’ above), you must disclose this to your 
SD or to the Academic Adviser. 

Penalties 
Should CDSS assessors find that a CM has engaged in an act of academic 
misconduct such as plagiarism, cheating, copying, collusion or unauthorised 
collaboration, the matter will be immediately reported to PCDSS.  One or more 
of the following actions may be taken: 

• The CM’s written piece will be deemed ‘to not meet the required standard’. 
• The CM will be informed by the assessors of the reasons for, or shown the 

instances of, their academic misconduct in regard to this written piece. 
• The CM will be counselled by CDSS staff (usually the assessing SD and the 

Academic Adviser, but also possibly the Director of Studies) about how to 
avoid or rectify these issues. 
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PCDSS will consider the following options: 
• The CM may be allowed to remedy their academic misconduct and then 

resubmit their piece of written work for further assessment. 
• The CM’s academic misconduct could be deemed to be so blatant and/or 

unsatisfactory that his/her written work will be failed. 
• In the event of such a failure, the CM will be withdrawn from the Graduate 

Diploma program and - and at the discretion of the Principal CDSS - partake 
in the Graduate Certificate in Strategic Studies program. 

 

Tips to avoid plagiarism 
To plagiarise is to take someone else’s ideas and present them as your own.  
Never copy the words used by an author or anyone else and present them as 
your own.  When you use the words of others, make it clear that you are making 
a direct quotation and cite this source via a reference/footnote.  When you use 
ideas gleaned from other people, acknowledge this source via a footnote. 

Paraphrasing is when you summarise someone else’s ideas and/or words and 
insert these into a document of your own.  You should try to avoid such a 
practice as experience shows that it can very easily lead to plagiarism.  That 
said, should you decide to paraphrase another author’s words and/or ideas (see 
below), you must make it clear when you are doing so by citing this source via a 
reference/footnote.  Furthermore, when paraphrasing, it is important that you 
avoid close paraphrasing, i.e. only changing one or two words in a sentence.  
Such paraphrasing amounts to plagiarism and is totally unacceptable.  Should 
you be found to be engaging in such a practice, your assignment will be 
deemed to be unsatisfactory.  You may - or may not - be given a chance to 
rectify this issue.  This will be decided by the Principal. 

You should also avoid paraphrasing your own words that you may have used in 
another document submitted to the CDSS or any other body/institution, e.g. 
using/paraphrasing words from your SAP in your SPP.  If you really need to use 
some of your own words, you should quote yourself exactly and/or reference 
yourself and your relevant document.  However, please bear in mind the point 
mentioned above that your SAP and SPP must be ‘stand alone’ documents in 
which the text is totally different. 

In relation to using someone else’s ideas in your work, you must provide a 
reference to show where you obtained these.  Your reference/s must also show 
the source of the major arguments of others that you may be using to mount 
your own argument and/or whose ideas you may be using, or building upon, in 
your own written work.  This is good academic scholarship.  Your references 
must also indicate the sources of all direct quotations. 

If you are in any doubt about the meaning of plagiarism, discuss it with the 
Academic Adviser or with your SD. 
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