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DEFENCE FOI 867/23/24
STATEMENT OF REASONS UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 1982

1. I refer to arevised request by [ (the applicant), received by the
Department of Defence (Defence), for access to the following documents under the

Freedom of Information Act 1982 (FOI Act):

Briefing and any other documents provided to the Minister for Defence relating to the
firm Elbit Systems

Records of requesis from the office of the Minister for Defence relating to Elbit
Systems

Departmental responses to any such requests

Timeframe: from 04/03/2024 to 02/05/2024.

Background

FOI decision maker

6. I am the authorised officer pursuant to section 23 of the FOI Act to make a decision on
this FOI request.

Defending Australia and its National Interests
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disclosed, as the public interest against their disclosure outweighs the public interest in
their release.

While I accept there is a public interest in ensuring that Defence undertakes its
functions in a transparent and proper manner, there is also a strong public interest in
maintaining the confidentiality of the materiel contained in the documents, particularly
those that refer to Defence’s internal processes, which allow Defence to undertake its
operational activities in an expected and lawful manner.

In my view, it would be contrary to the public interest to disclose personal information
of third parties, causing unnecessary distress. Furthermore, the public interest is better
serviced in protecting the privacy of individual’s personal details from release to the
public at large.

I consider that releasing third party business information would reduce confidence in
Defence’s ability to protect their information, which could then have an adverse effect

on Defence’s ability to conduct and manage working relationships with its suppliers in
the future.

I have not taken any of the factors listed in section 11B(4) [irrelevant factors] of the
FOI Act into account when making this decision.

I am satisfied, based on the above particulars, the public interest factors against
disclosure outweigh the factors for disclosure, and that, on balance, it is against the
public interest to release the information to you. Accordingly, I find that the
information is exempt under sections 47E, 47F and 47G of the FOI Act.






