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O

Minister Matt Keogh 

PDR Number MC23-001707 

Subject DVA - MC23-001643 - MINREP -  obo 

- Active Military Service

Classifications 

Initiator 

Action Officer: Commodore Don Dezentje, RAN 

Phone: 

Clearance Officer: Vice Admiral David Johnston, AC, RAN 

Phone: 

Group/Division Military Strategic Commitments Division 

Date response provided to MO: 6 July 2023 

Copies/referral required: ☐ 

Department Comments: 

, wrote to you on 20 April 2023 on behalf of , 

The Tour de Force concert was organised as part of a welfare and morale boost for deployed 

personnel who were in East Timor on Operation TANAGER over Christmas.  Operation 

TANAGER was an ADF operation supporting the United Nations Transitional Administration 

in East Timor from 20 February 2000 to 19 May 2002.  The nature of service classification for 

the operation was determined to be warlike.  For members to be entitled to veterans’ benefits, 

they had to be force assigned (FA) to Operation TANAGER.  

. A decision 

on the request to  should 

therefore be deferred until the review is complete. 

The outcome and course of action will be provided to you as soon as practicable. 
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As such, a decision  has been 

deferred until the review is completed.  I will inform you of the outcome in due course. 

Thank you for taking the time to bring this matter to my attention. 

Yours sincerely, 

HON MATT KEOGH MP 

    July 2023 

s47C & 47E(c)(d)

s47C & 47E(c) s47F
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• Current policy states members conducting forces entertainment are assigned to
the operation as visitors. Policy in 2000 stated members of the concert party
would be assigned as visitors.

s47C & 47E(c)(d)

s47C & 47E(c)(d)
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  OFFICIAL 

HQJOC OSL Part 2, Vol 1 

CHAPTER 1.1 

s22
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9. Visitor status to an operation.  ADF members, non-Defence civilians and Defence
civilians who are classified as visitors, will be FA 

 of the appropriate command authority. They are not entitled to the relevant COS. This
is indicated through visitor status against . The following are taken into
consideration when assigning members as visitors:

a. Deploying as part of a visit and not directly contributing to the operation.

s22

s47E(d)

s47E(d)
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i. Conducting forces entertainment or public affairs activities.

j. VIP and VVIP visitors.

s47E(d)

s22
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Furthermore, the Deputy Chief of Joint Operations has confirmed that the current force 
assignment processes are sound, . 

Attachment A: EC24-001805 – Operation TANAGER – DB for VCDF – OP TANAGER – 
FET 

Minister’s Office Comments 

s47E(d)
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