
DEFENCE FOI 167/24/25

STATEMENT OF REASONS UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 1982

1. I refer to the request by (the applicant), dated and received on 
29 August 2024 by the Department of Defence (Defence), for access to the following 
documents under the Freedom of Information Act 1982 (Cth) (FOI Act):

Documents provided to the offices of the minister for defence and the minister for 
defence industry relating to the prosecution by the U.S. Securities and Exchange 
Commission of Austal in relation to costs of its Littoral Combat Ships construction.

Timeframe: 01/07/2022 - 29/08/2024.

FOI decision maker
4. I am the authorised officer pursuant to section 23 of the FOI Act to make a decision on 

this FOI request.

Documents identified
5. I have identified three documents as falling within the scope of the request. 

Exclusions

6. Mobile telephone numbers and duplicate documents are excluded from this request. 
Defence has only considered final versions of documents.

Decision
7. I have decided to:

a. partially release three documents in accordance with section 22 [access to 
edited copies with exempt or irrelevant matter deleted] of the FOI Act; and

b. remove irrelevant material in accordance with section 22 of the FOI Act.






