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Attachment A
New Zealand Special Category Visa sub class 444 holders
Background

The New Zealand Special Category Visa (sub class 444) (SCV 444) allows New Zealand citizens
to visit, study, stay and work in Australia, provided they meet the eligibility conditions for the
visa. A New Zealand citizen can access an SCV 444 on entry to Australia which allows them to
stay in Australia for as long as they remain a New Zealand citizen.

Change on 1 July 2023

From 1 July 2023, a determination made by the

Minister for Immigration, Citizenship and Multicultural Affairs, the Hon Andrew Giles MP,
under the Australian Citizenship Act 2007, provides that SCV 444 holders are taken to be
permanent residents of Australia for citizenship eligibility purposes. This change allows a New
Zealand citizen on an SCV 444 to apply for Australian citizenship provided they meet the
general residence requirement.

Eligibility to apply to join the ADF

Defence policy stipulates Australian citizenship is a requirement for entry to and service in the
ADF. In exceptional circumstances, the policy permits the recruitment of non-citizens living in
Australia as permanent residents. A permanent resident who joins the ADF must apply for and
attain Australian citizenship to remain in the ADF. To facilitate this requirement, the Australian
Citizenship Act 2007 allows a permanent resident to apply for Australian citizenship on
completion of 90 days Defence service.

s33(a)(ii)
specifies that a non-citizen will only be considered when there is no Australian citizen available
for a position, and where the security risk is assessed against the risk to capability of not filling
the position.

Prior to July 2023, a New Zealand citizen holding a SCV 444 was ineligible to apply to join the
ADF. The July 2023 change to SCV 444 conditions, means that a New Zealand citizen residing in
Australia on a SCV 444 is now eligible to apply to join the ADF. Like other permanent residents,
the recruitment of a New Zealander living in Australia can be considered in exceptional
circumstances; when there is no suitable Australian citizen to fill the ADF position. In 2021,
there were approximately 365,000 New Zealand citizens between the ages of 20 and 54 years
on an SCV 444 in Australia.

$33(a)(iii)
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MINISTERIAL TALKING POINTS

Recruiting Options for non-Australian citizens
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Five Eyes Militaries’ Citizenship Requirements
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