
DEFENCE EXPORT CONTROLS

High-level Guidance (Decision Tree)

Are you involved 
in controlled 

defence trade?

Do you want to 
use the licence-

free environment?

No further action 
needed with Defence

Is your defence 
trade subject to 
ITAR controls?

Criteria for using licence-free environment under Australian law

End-User: supply or provision is to an Australian/UK/US citizen or permanent 
resident, corporation or government/government authority

Location: supply is to, or services are received at, a place in Australia/UK/US

Goods/Tech: DSGL goods/tech are not on an excluded list (e.g. ETL or AMSP)

Registration: exporter/supplier is an AUKUS Authorised User

Pre-Notification: DEC has been notified of certain details regarding the 
export/supply before the activity occurs

Additional Considerations
1. Pre-notification, record-keeping, reporting and compliance obligations

2. Obligations under Australian law (border controls, sanctions, regulations, etc.)

3. Obligations under foreign law

Consider these key questions to help determine your best 
course of action when engaging in defence trade.
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YES

NO

YES

NO
Do any permit 

exemptions 
apply to you?

No permit 
required

Apply for 
permit

YES

NO

Only ‘Partial’ access (non-ITAR) to the 
licence-free environment required

[exemptions to Australian controls only]

‘Full’ access (ITAR) to the licence-
free environment required

[exemptions to US ITAR + Australian controls]

3B

YES NO

LAST UPDATE: 18 October 2024


