
Talking Points 

PEOPLE’S LIBERATION ARMY – 4
MAY 2024 

REACTIVE ONLY – CORRECT AS AT 1030K 06 MAY 2024 

Issue  The guided missile destroyer HMAS Hobart, while conducting Operation 

ARGOS in the Yellow Sea, has experienced   

. 

On Saturday 4 May 2024, Hobart’s embarked helicopter MH-60R Seahawk maritime 

helicopter experienced an unsafe and unprofessional interaction with a People’s 

Liberation Army-Air Force fighter jet. 

Contingency Talking Points 

PLA-AF incident – 4 May 2024 

 I can confirm on 4 May 2024, HMAS Hobart’s helicopter and crew

experienced unsafe and unprofessional conduct by a People’s Liberation

Army (PLA) fighter jet in international waters in the Yellow sea.

 Both HMAS Hobart and the helicopter were in international waters operating

in support of Operation ARGOS, the Australian Defence Force (ADF)

commitment to international efforts to enforce United Nations Security Council

sanctions on North Korea.

 During this routine operation, a People’s Liberation Army-Air Force (PLA-AF)

fighter jet released flares along the flight path of the Australian Navy MH-60R

Seahawk helicopter.

 This was unsafe and unprofessional conduct by the PLA-AF.
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General Talking Points  

 Australia expects all countries, including China, to operate their militaries in a 

professional and safe manner. 

 

 Defence has for decades undertaken maritime surveillance activities in the 

region and does so in accordance with international law, exercising the right 

to freedom of navigation and overflight in international waters and airspace. 

 

 I will not be commenting any further at this stage. 

 

Has the ADF experienced unsafe and unprofessional interactions from foreign 

militaries during sanctions enforcement operations? 

 The ADF interacts with foreign militaries when operating in international 

airspace and international waters as a matter of course. The majority of these 

interactions are safe and professional. 

o Note the unsafe and unprofessional conduct by a People’s Liberation 

Army warship in the East China Sea toward HMAS Toowoomba [14 

November 2023]. 

o HMAS Toowoomba had been in the region conducting operations in 

support of United Nations Security Council sanctions on North Korea. 

o Following the incident with HMAS Toowoomba the Australian 

Government raised its serious concerns directly with the Government 

of China through the appropriate channels in Canberra and Beijing. 

 As the Deputy Prime Minister stated in his media release on 18 November 

2023: 

o The safety and wellbeing of ADF personnel continues to be of our 

utmost priority. 

o Australia expects all countries, including China, to operate their 

militaries in a professional and safe manner. 

 

Why was a PLA-N ship near HMAS Hobart? 

 HMAS Hobart was operating in international waters as part of an enduring 

commitment to Operation ARGOS, Australia’s commitment to enforcing 

United Nations Security Council Sanctions against North Korea. 
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Talking Points 

 

 The PLA-N ship was shadowing HMAS Hobart.

 It is routine for PLA-Navy vessels to shadow movements of Royal Australian

Navy vessels in the South China and East China Seas.

Background  - NOT FOR PUBLIC RELEASE 

PLA-AF incident – 4 May 2024 

 On Saturday 4 May 2024, HMAS Hobart’s embarked MH-60R Seahawk

helicopter experienced an unsafe and unprofessional interaction with a PLA

fighter jet.

 HMAS Hobart was operating in support of Operation ARGOS, the ADF

commitment to international efforts to enforce United Nations Security Council

sanctions on North Korea.

 While the helicopter was conducting flying operations it encountered PLA-

Navy and PLA-AF aircraft. During the second mission, the helicopter was

shadowed by a PLA-AF jet aircraft. 

 The interaction is assessed as unsafe and unprofessional.
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Talking Points 

 

PEOPLE’S LIBERATION ARMY  – 4 MAY 
2024 

REACTIVE ONLY – CORRECT AS AT 1030K 06 MAY 2024 

Issue : On Saturday 4 May 2024, Hobart’s embarked helicopter MH-60R 

Seahawk maritime helicopter experienced an unsafe and unprofessional interaction 

with a People’s Liberation Army-Air Force fighter aircraft. 

Contingency Talking Points (O) 

PLA-AF incident – 4 May 2024 

 I can confirm on 4 May 2024, HMAS Hobart’s helicopter and crew

experienced unsafe and unprofessional conduct by a People’s Liberation

Army (PLA) fighter jet in international waters in the Yellow sea.

 Both HMAS Hobart and the helicopter were in international waters operating

in support of Operation Argos, the Australian Defence Force (ADF)

commitment to international efforts to enforce United Nations Security Council

sanctions on North Korea.

 During this routine operation, a People’s Liberation Army-Air Force (PLA-AF)

fighter jet released flares across the flight path of the Australian Navy MH-60R

Seahawk helicopter.

 This was unsafe and unprofessional conduct by the PLA-AF.

General Talking Points 

 Australia expects all countries, including China, to operate their militaries in a

professional and safe manner.

 Defence has for decades undertaken maritime surveillance activities in the

region and does so in accordance with international law, exercising the right

to freedom of navigation and overflight in international waters and airspace.

 I will not be commenting any further at this stage.

Has the ADF experienced unsafe and unprofessional interactions from foreign 

militaries during sanctions enforcement operations? 

 The ADF interacts with foreign militaries when operating in international

airspace and international waters as a matter of course. The majority of these

interactions are safe and professional.
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From: 
Sent: Sunday, 5 May 2024 6:51 PM
To: @defence.gov.au>; 

@defence.gov.au>
Cc: @defence.gov.au>; Foxall, Nick BRIG

@defence.gov.au>; @defence.gov.au>;
@defence.gov.au>;

@defence.gov.au>
Subject: HMAS Hobart - UNSAFE  interaction with the PLA 

Good evening ,

Further to HMSC advice this morning. On the 04 May 2024, HMAS Hobart’s embarked helicopter
was subject to conduct by a People’s Liberation Army – Air Force (PLA-AF) fighter aircraft that
has been assessed as UNSAFE and UNPROFESSIONAL.

In summary;
· HMAS Hobart was operating in the Yellow Sea, southeast of the Shandong Peninsula,

undertaking Operation ARGOS

· HMAS Hobart’s embarked MH-60R helicopter was airborne during this period.
· HMAS Hobart was being shadowed by a PLA-Navy (PLA-N) destroyer (DDG-113) and the

embarked  helicopter from that vessel.
· HMAS Hobart’s MH-60R was intercepted 

·  on Sat 4 May 24
and involved the release of flares within approximately 300 metres of the MH-60R
requiring the helicopter to manoeuvre to avoid the flares. On this basis the intercept was
as assessed as UNSAFE .

In terms of next steps from Defence’s perspective:
·      
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·      

·         IPDIV intend to demarche the PLA Defence Attaché in Canberra on Monday 06 May
2024. 

·         IPDIV will engage the ADA (DA is in Australia) at Post Beijing to make arrangements to
demarche counterparts as soon as practicable thereafter.

·         IPDIV will work with you (and in turn PM&C/DFAT) to determine the approach to
publicising this incident.

·         Talking Points are being finalised and submitted through MECC this evening.
 
IPDIV/MSC are available to discuss further as required.
 
Kind regards
 
 

Director
Military Strategic Commitments
Vice Chief Defence Force Group  

 | Russell Offices |  Canberra ACT 2600

 
 
IMPORTANT: This email remains the property of the Department of Defence. Unauthorised
communication and dealing with the information in the email may be a serious criminal offence.
If you have received this email in error, you are requested to contact the sender and delete the
email immediately.
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