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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA 
ELIZABETH THE SECOND. by the Grace of God, Queen 
of Australia and Her other Realms and Territories, Head of 
the Commonwealth: 
To: 

ALL to whom these Presents shall come, 
GREETING: 

WH EREAS it is desirable that there be instituted certain Aus-
tralian medals for the purpose of according recognition to per-
sons who render long and efficient service as members of the 
Defence Force and to certain other persons who render long 
and efficient service in association with the Defence Force: 

KNOW YOU that We do by these Presents institute three 
medals to be designated and styled, respectively, the Defence 
Force Service Medal, the Reserve Force Decoration and the 
Reserve Force Medal: 

AND WE DO ordain that the award of the medals so insti-
tuted shall be governed by the Defence Force Service Awards 
Regulations set out in the Schedule. 

IN WITNESS whereof We have caused these Our Letters 
to be made Patent. 
(L.S.) GIVEN under the Great Seal of Australia at Our 

Court at Sl. James's on 20 April 1982. 
By Her Majesty 's Command, 
MALCOLM FRASER 
Prime Minister 

SCHEDULE 
DEFENCE FORCE SERVICE AWARDS 
REGULATIONS 

Short Title 
1. These Regulations may be cited as the Defence Force 

Service Awards Regulations. 

Interpretation 
2. In these Regulations-
"officer" has the same meaning as in the Defence Act 1903; 

"Permanent Forces" means the Permanent Naval Forces 
the Australian Regular Army, the Regular Army Sup: 
plen;ent and the Permanent Air Force; . 

'·'Reserve Forces" means the Australian Naval Reserve the 
. . Australian Army Reserve and the Australian Air F~rce 

Reserve. 

General Provisions regarding Service 
3. (I) For the purpose of determining whether a person 

has rendered efficient service as a member of the Defence 

(2) For the purposes of these Regulations, a p~rson shall 
be taken to have rendered service in the Reserve Forces 
throughout a year if-

(a) the person , by virtue of his membership of the Reserve 
Forces, was required to undergo training or render ser-
vice in the capaci ty of a member of the Reserve Forces 
for a period not less than, or for periods that, in the ag-
gregate, lVere not less than, a period determined by the · 
Chief of Defence Force Staff or his delegate; and 

(b) the person completed that training or rendered that 
service, as the case may be. 

(3) For the purpose of the application of sub-regu lation 
(2) in relation to a particular person, "year" means the period 
of 12 months that commenced on the day on which the person 
became a member of the Reserve Forces or on any anniver-
sary of that day . 

Condit ions for Award of the Defence Force Service Medal 
4. The Defence Force Service Medal may be awarded to a 

person who has, on or after 14 February 1975, completed the 
qual ifying service as a member of the Defence Force required 
by regulation 5. 

5. (I) Subject to sub-regulation (2), the qualifying service 
as a member of the Defence Force required for the award of 
the Defence Service Medal is efficient service as a member of 
the Defence Force for a period of 15 years or for periods that 
in the aggregate, amount to 15 years, being service . that in-
cludes efficient service as a member of the Permanent Forces 
for a period not less than 12 years or fo r periods that, in the ag-
gregate, amount to not less than 12 years. 

(2) Service thai has been taken into account as part of the 
qualifying service for the award of the Reserve Force Decor-
ation, the Reserve Force Medal or a clasp to the decoration or 
medal shall not be taken into account for the purpose of sub-
regulation (I) . 

6. A clasp to the Defence Force Service Medal may be 
awarded to a member of the Defence Force after the com-
pletion of each period of 5 years' efficient service as a member 
of the Permanent Forces after the completion of the qualify.-
ing service required by regulation 5. 

Condi tions for Award of the Reserve Force Decoration . "' ... 
7. The Reserve Force Decoration may be awarded to a 

person who has,. on or after 14 February 1975, completed the 
qualifying service as a member of the Defence Force required 
by regulation 8. 

8. (I) Subject to sub-regulation (2), the qualifying'serviCc· 
as a member of the Defence Force required for the award of 
the Reserve Force Decoration is efficient serviCe as an ·officer 
of the Defence Force for a period of 15 years orforperiods · 
that, in the aggregate, amount to 15 years, being service: (hat · . . 
includes efficient service as an officer of the Reserve Forces · - . 
fo r a period not less than 12 years or fo r periods that, inthe ag-
gregate, amount to not less than 12 years. .. .. . , . 'H -:"~ . . , ' 

. (2) · Ser~ic~ that ha's b~en taken inioacco~~t ~ p: r't of the 
qualifying service for the award of the Defence Force Service 
Medal o r a clasp to that medal shall not be taken into account : . 
fort he puqiose of sub-regulation (I). -c~ 'v.~·. 

Force but without limiting the matters that may be taken into 9. A clasp to the Reserve Force Decoration ·· may be 
account for that purpose, regard shall be had to such matters awarded to a person after the completion of each period of 5 
(if any) as are for the time being specified in directions given years' efficient service as an officer of the Reserve Forces after 
by the Chief of Defence Force Staff or his delegate fo r the the completion of the qualifying service required by regu- : 
purposes of this sub-regulation. lation 8. .. . . 
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2 Defence Force service awards 

Conditions fQr Award (!of the Rese!"~e Force !Vfcdal 
· 10. The Reserve Force Medal may be awarded to a person 

who has, on or after 14 February 1975, completed the qu alify-
ing service as a member of the Defence Force required by 
regulat ion II. 

II. (I) Subject to sub·regulation (2). the qualifying ser-
vice as a member of the Defence Force required for the award 
of the Reserve Force Medal is efficient service as a member of 
the Defence Force for a period of 15 years or for periods that, 
in the aggregate, amount to 15 years, being service that in-
cludes efficient service as a member of the Reserve Forces for 
a period not less than 12 years or for periods that, in the aggre-
gate, amount to not less than 12 years. 

(2) Service· that has been taken into account as part of the 
qualifying service for the award of the. Reserve Force Decor-
ation, the Defence Force Service Medal or a clasp to that dec-
oration or medar shall not be taken into account for the pur-
pose of sub-regulation (I). 

12, A clasp to the Reserve Force Meda l may be awarded to 
a member of the Defence Force after the completion of each 
period of 5 years' efficient service as a member (other than an 
officer) of the Reserve Forces after the completion of the 
qualifying service required by regulation II. 

Members of Commonwealth forces serving with the Defence 
Force 

13. (I) In this regulation, "Commonwealth force" means 
the naval. military or air forces of one of The Queen's Realms, 
other than Australia. 

(2) Where-
(a) a member ·of a Commonwealth force serves with the 

Defence Force by way of secondment or exchange; 
and . . 

(b) that member subsequently becomes a member of the 
Defence Force, the service of that person with the De-
fence Force by way of secondment or exchange shall, 
for the purposes of these Regulations, be taken to be 
service as a member of the Defence Force. 
. . . 

Members of philanthropic org·anizations 
14. A medal or clasp may be awarded to a person who, as a 

member of a philanthropic organization, has been engaged in 
the performance of philanthropic services for the Defence 
Force as if the person, while so engaged , had been a member 
of the Defence Force. · 

Eligibility not affected by other awards 
15. The eligibility of a person for the award of a medal or 

clasp under these Regulations is not a ffected by the making of 
any other award to the person. 

Making of awards 
16. The a ward of a medal or clasp under these Regulations 

may be made by the Governor-General on the recommen-
dation of the Chief of Defence Force Staff or his delegate. 

Design of Medals 
17 . . The design's of the Defence Force Service Medal, the 

Reserve Force Decoration and the Reserve Force Medal , and 
of clasps to those medals, shall be as prescribed. 

Wearing of Medals . 
18. The manner of wearing a medal or clasp awarded 

under these Regulations shall be as determined by the 
Governor-General. 

19. Where-
(a) a person who is the holder of the Reserve Force Medal 

completes the qualifying service for ·the award of the 
Reserve Force Decoration; and 

(b) tha t qualifying service includes service that was taken 
into account as part of the qualifying service for the 
Reserve Force Medal, 
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the Reserve Force Decoration may not be a wa'rded to the' ~~_ .-
son unless the award of the Reserve For':e Medal has been . 
cance lled. 

Register of Awards 
20. (I) There shall be a Registrar of Awards who shall be 

appointed by the Governor-General and shall maintain a 
Register of the· names of persons to whom medals and clasps 
have been awarded under these Regu lations. 

(2) The Registrar sha ll keep such other records relating to 
the award of medals or clasps under these Regulations as the 
Governor-General directs. 

Designation of Holder of Reserve Force Decoration 
21. A person to whom the Reserve Force Decoration has 

been awarded is entitled to have the letters "R.F.D." placed 
aft er his name on all occasions when the use of such letters is 
customary. 

Cancellation and Reinstatement 
22. (I) The Governor-General may cancel the award ofa 

medal or clasp under these Regulations and may restore an 
a ward so cancelled. 

. (2) Where the award ofa medal under these Regulations is · 
cancelled in pursuance of sub-regula tion (I), the name of the 
person to whom the awa rd was made sha ll be erased from the 
Register kept in pursuance of regulation 20, and that person 
shall return the medal, together with any clasps to the medal, 
to the Registrar. 

(3 ) Where the award of a clasp to a medal under these 
Regulations is cancelled in pursuance of sub-regulation (I), 
the entry relating to the award of the clasp shall be erased 
from the Register kept in pursuance of regulation 20, and the 
person to whom the clasp was awarded sha ll return the clasp 
to the Registrar. 

(4) Where an a ward that has been cancelled in pursuance 
of sub-regulation (I) is restored, the Registrar shall restore 
the entryor entries in the Register that had been erased. 
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