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SCOPE 

1.1 This manual prescribes the regulations, principles, standards and procedures for the 
management and safety of explosive ordnance activities in Defence. 

1.2 These regulations are intended to reduce the hazards inherent in all explosive ordnance 
activities. However, provision cannot be made to cover every conceivable emergency situation. 
Accordingly, personnel associated with explosive ordnance activities must understand the principles 
on which they are based, so that, under circumstances not specifically covered, appropriate action will 
be taken. The prescribed safety regulations and their associated procedures are minimum 
requirements compatible with the safety of personnel and the safeguarding of property. 

1.3 The regulations in this manual specify quantity distance criteria for permanent and temporary 
explosive ordnance activities, and a degree of regulation of explosive ordnance materiel to accord with 
sound risk management practice. The prescribed quantity distances and the regulatory requirements 
do not guarantee absolute immunity from the risks of propagation of explosions, damage to property 
or injury to personnel: to do so would be impracticable and uneconomical. The risk inherent in these 
regulations represents a reasonable compromise between absolute safety and practical 
considerations of cost and operational efficiency. 

1.4 Although the regulations are concerned essentially with the safety aspects of explosive 
ordnance, certain other items of equipment have a direct bearing on that safety. Any interface 
between explosive ordnance and items such as ordnance, small arms, test or handling equipment, 
packaging and associated Dangerous Goods must therefore be controlled to ensure that the safety of 
the explosive ordnance is not compromised. The enclosed regulations relating to non-explosive items 
are concerned solely with their serviceability and use which have a direct bearing on the safety of the 
explosive ordnance used with them. They should be read in conjunction with other relevant 
documentation covering such equipment. 

1.5 There will be occasions when cogent economic or operational considerations, usually of a 
temporary nature, will warrant the acceptance of a greater risk to life and property. Nevertheless, 
inability to comply with mandatory requirements will necessitate specific Ministerial or Departmental 
waivers as appropriate. Procedures for seeking waivers or for the granting or refusal of such waivers 
by the appropriate authorities are prescribed. 

Applicability 

1.6 The regulations in this manual are issued for the guidance and direction of all personnel who 
are concerned with the management, supervision, conduct and audit of the following activities: 

a. The acceptance, storage, transport, handling, inspection, maintenance, use and 
disposal of explosive ordnance. 

b. The siting and construction of explosive ordnance facilities such as storage, 
preparation, maintenance and inspection of buildings and loading areas. 

c. The siting of facilities not directly associated with an explosive ordnance function but 
which, if inappropriately located, would be exposed to hazards from nearby explosive 
ordnance or which, by their function, would increase the hazard to nearby explosive 
ordnance. 

1.7 This manual has been prepared for use by personnel who have appropriate training, 
qualifications, experience and demonstrated competence to undertake a wide range of explosive 
ordnance activities. 

Organisation of the Department of Defence Explosives Regulations 

1.8 The regulations, principles, standards and procedures in the Department of Defence 
Explosives Regulations comprise the following: 
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a. Preliminary Pages 

b. Section 1 – Principal Regulations 

c. Section 2 – Classification of Explosives 

d. Section 3 – Transport of Explosives 

e. Section 4 – Storage and Handling of Explosives 

f. Section 5 – Licensing for Explosives 

g. Section 6 – Design Criteria for Explosives Facilities 

Use of this Manual 

1.9 These regulations have drawn significantly from policy provisions of DEFLOGMAN, Part 2, 
Volume 9, Chapter 2 and should be read in conjunction with them. 

1.10 Application of these Regulations. This manual applies to all Defence Force personnel and 
Defence Civilian employees during peacetime and contingency operations, whether operating within 
Australia or overseas. When Australian Defence Force units operate from foreign countries the more 
stringent of the requirements of this manual or the Explosives Instructions of the host nation, are to be 
applied. When Defence personnel are operating in a Joint Military Force or a United Nation’s 
Peacekeeping Force, they may be required to comply with other Explosive Ordnance instructions to 
achieve unity of activity. However, the principles prescribed in this manual should be referred to in the 
first instance. Visiting Forces must comply, as a minimum, with these instructions in regard to safety 
requirements, for example, application of Quantity Distances. This manual also applies to explosive 
ordnance Services Providers where this requirement is specified in the contracts between Defence 
and the Services Providers. 

1.11 Supplementary Instructions. The issue of supplementary instructions to cover 
circumstances where safety requirements are judged inadequate, or are considered to be necessary 
but have not been provided by this manual, is a basic responsibility of Officers-in-Charge who are to 
take the necessary action to control the hazard. Such local orders and instructions are not to depart in 
any way from the mandatory policy, should conform as closely as possible to the advisory procedures 
and, when appropriate, should accord with the principles explained in these regulations. 

1.12 Conflicting Instructions. Officers-in-Charge are to inform the Sponsor of this manual of any 
circumstances (other than those covered by existing waivers) which conflict with these regulations. 
Where there is doubt as to the exact meaning of any policy, or it appears that a change to the policy is 
necessary, a request for an interpretation or change is also to be made to the Sponsor. Interim 
measures designed to provide optimum safety are to be at the discretion of the Officer-in-Charge until 
the interpretation is clarified. 

Rules of Interpretation 

1.13 In these regulations, unless the content requires otherwise: 

a. Words importing the singular include the plural, 

b. Words importing the plural include the singular, 

c. Words importing the masculine gender include the feminine. 

1.14 In these regulations the word: 

a. MUST indicates a technical requirement which is vital for the safety of the depot 
and/or EO and the avoidance of a catastrophe, 

b. IS TO/ARE TO indicates a mandatory instruction, 
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c. SHOULD indicates an (advisory) safety requirement which is important but not 
essential, 

d. MAY/CAN indicates optional courses of action and possibilities, 

e. IS/ARE indicates a fact or valid technique. 

Definitions 

1.15 Definitions of terms commonly used in conjunction with explosive ordnance and associated 
operations are contained in the ‘Glossary of Terms’. They are intended to reduce ambiguity and to 
provide a degree of uniformity of description and interpretation of information throughout this manual. 

 


