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THE ROLE OF THE GOVERNOR GENERAL 
AS COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF 

THE AUSTRALlAlTDEFENCE FORCES 

Bv His Excellency The Right Honourable Sir 
Ninian Stephen A.K., G.C.M.G., G.C.V.O., 
K.B.E., K.St..I., Governor-General of the 
Commonwealth of Australia 

THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL AS 
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 

"The command in chief of the naval and 
military forces of the Commonwealth is vested 
in the Governor-General as the Queen's rep
resentative" — so runs S.68 of our Constitu
tion, unaltered since 1900; indeed, changed 
only as to two words, neither of any conse
quence, since the first draft of the Constitution 
was adopted at the initial convention of found
ing fathers on 9 April 1891, ninety-two years 
ago. And the words seem clear and unambig
uous enough — "The command in chief . . . is 
vested in the Governor-General": no mention 
of Chiefs of Staff, none of Ministers for 
Defence, of Cabinet or of Prime Minister. 
Instead, all the panache of a Boulanger, a 
general on a white horse, at the head of his 
armies, with standard unfurled. 

Yet pick up any text-book or learned journal 
article on Australian constitutional law and 
the martial vision fades. What you will read 
will be much along these lines: that S.68 places 
"the overall command of the armed forces in 
the hands of the Executive Government (i.e. 
Cabinet)";1 that "the forces locally raised and 
maintained are, in the words of Sir Henry 
Parkes, as much subject to the responsible 
government of the Colony as any other branch 
of the public service";2 or, in more colourful 
and rather emotive language, that "to speak 

of the Governor-General as 'Commander-in-
Chief in the context of the modern defence 
structure is almost meaningless" he being "in 
effect no more than a glorified Patron of the 
Defence Forces".' He may retain his white 
horse, you might think, if he will, but, in 
terms of military command, it will certainly 
prove no horse of war. 

The contrast between the words of S.68, 
appearing to confer supreme command in 
absolute terms, and the writings of constitu
tional lawyers, is striking indeed; and it seems 
of some topical relevance that one should 
understand how it comes about that the splen
didly wide sweep of military power which the 
express words of S.68 exhibit is regarded by 
constitutional scholars as lacking in substance. 
That the subject is not of interest only to legal 
historians of an antiquarian bent, that to some 
the words of S.68 are accepted at face value, 
unaffected by constitutional gloss, is shown by 
a sample of some modern statements, made in 
Federal Parliament and in journals devoted to 
defence matters, which turn on S.68 and its 
effect. 

In Federal Hansard of 30 March 1976 we 
read of the Governor-General's position as 
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces 
being described as "that very onerous posi
tion" which it is "very dangerous for an 
appointed person . . . to hold". Instead "an 
elected person should make the decision as to 
whether the armed forces shall be used or, to 
use the vernacular, whether the button shall 
be pressed."4 Then in 1978, again in Hansard, 
we read of the enormous powers of the Gov
ernor-General, supported by reference to the 
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fact that "he is the Commander-in-Chief of 
the Armed Services."- A year later a corres
pondent in the Defence Force Journal, on a 
very different tack but starting with the same 
assumption, writes of the creation of the 
position of CDFS in 1975 as effecting a 
"fundamental change" in the traditional re
lationship, the Government being "introduced 
as an intermediary in the command chain 
between the Crown and the armed forces of 
Australia" so that no longer will the armed 
forces be "commanded directly by the Crown 
without the intervention of the Parliament".'' 
In 1983, in one of the series of Canberra 
Papers on Strategy and Defence, one finds a 
distinction drawn between control and com
mand and it is suggested that, in relation to 
command, the Governor-General's responsi
bility is that of "ensuring that the armed 
services do not become a political tool of 
government . . . * * . Writing of the independ
ence of the Governor-General and of the 
example which, in this regard, the United 
Kingdom might provide, the writer continues: 

"As an extreme example of this the Sover
eign has the power to influence or even to 
deny the use of the armed forces if it is 
clear that the government of the day intends 
that the armed services should be used for 
purely political ends of a domestic nature". 
Section 68, he writes, "should be read as 

vestment of a command authority exactly the 
same as that enjoyed by the Sovereign in the 
United Kingdom"; and later "But in the 
command sense the Minister has no part to 
play in the actual command of the armed 
services. The chain of command must be direct 
from the Senior Service Officer vested with 
command direct to the Governor-General". 
The conclusion arrived at is that: 

"Parliament must control the armed services 
but command of the armed services must lie 
to the Governor-General acting without the 
advice of the Executive Council"." 
Views much at variance are, then, to be 

found about the position of the Governor-
General as Commander-in-Chief; they range 
all the way from "no more than a glorified 
patron" to one who, as the ultimate possessor 
of the command function, waits, finger on the 
fatal button, for the report of the Senior 
Service Officer. 

There may well have been some room for 
ambiguity surrounding the earlier, colonial 

models upon which the wording of S.68 seems 
to have been based, and from which the styles 
and titles of early colonial Governors derive. 
But about S.68 itself and its effect there is, I 
think, on analysis, no ambiguity at all. It is 
not any question of the interpretation of S.68 
having changed over the eighty years or so of 
our federal history. It is rather that S.68 has 
to be understood in its context. And by context 
I mean not merely the Constitution itself but 
the whole notion of responsible government as 
it was understood at Federation and is still 
understood. To reconcile the plain meaning 
which, on their face, the words of S.68 bear 
with what is, I think, the true constitutional 
position in law of the Governor-General as 
Commander-in-Chief, requires a look at the 
history of the thing: first at the changing 
military role of colonial governors over the 
centuries, changing in response to the need for 
co-ordinated defence, to the growth of self-
government in the colonies and to the with
drawal of British forces from those colonies; 
then at the specific Australian colonial expe
rience and at the expressed intent of the framers 
of our Constitution, affected as it was by that 
experience. 

It is no new phenomenon, this linking of 
the Viceregal office and that of Commander-
in-Chief. It not only appeared in the various 
colonial Acts which, in pre-Federation days, 
created and regulated the separate armed forces 
of each of the Australian colonies;" much 
earlier still, in 1610, when a royal Governor 
was appointed to England's first permanent 
colony, Virginia, he was to be "principal 
Governor, Commander and Captain General 
both by Land and Sea", and was to be known 
as the "Lord Governor and Captain General 
of Virginia".9 As royal colonies proliferated 
in the late 17th and 18th centuries the Governor 
customarily bore the title, as well as "Gover
nor", of "Captain General" or "Commander-
in-Chief", and he had actual command of the 
local forces. But his position in relation to 
British troops stationed in the colony was never 
wholly clear; the commanders of those British 
troops were wont to assert their independence 
and, in the American colonies from the mid-
18th century, a general officer was regularly 
appointed Commander-in-Chief, regardless of 
the title which, by their commissions, was 
bestowed upon the Governors of the various 
colonies.1" In the latter part of the 18th century, 
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positive steps were taken to deprive colonial 
Governors of active military command, al
though they retained their title as Commander-
in-Chief. 

In parallel with this development in the 
colonial Empire of the 18th century was the 
growing resistance of local legislatures to vice
regal control of the local, colonial forces. In 
the long-established colonies of the West Indies 
the popular assemblies were "never willing to 
grant to the governors any great authority over 
the military resources of the islands"." Thus 
colonial statutes made it illegal for Governors 
to extend their power by recourse to a decla
ration of martial law without the assent of 
their assemblies. 

In Canada and Jamaica, it is true, Gover
nors, if military men, were, towards the end 
of the 18th Century specifically put in com
mand of the troops, local and Imperial, and 
could draw on the Imperial Paymaster General 
for some of the necessary expenditure.12 But 
elsewhere Governors, not so empowered, 
lacked substantial military power, despite their 
splendid military titles. The Governor's au
thority over British troops remained far from 
clear". Instructions prepared in 1764 had given 
to military commanders of British forces in 
the colonies, of whatever rank, and not to 
Governors, control over the forces at their 
command, despite the superior nominal rank 
of colonial Governors, whenever the military 
commander of the whole area, as, for example, 
the West Indies area, so directed. This led to 
difficulties during times of active hostilities, 
such as the Napoleonic wars. The course 
adopted as a war measure was to appoint to 
the West Indian colonies, thought to be targets 
of French aggression, Governors who were 
senior serving officers, able to combine the 
role of governor and true Commander-in-
Chief. That worked well enough as a wartime 
measure but the peacetime military responsi
bility of the colonial Governor remained a 
matter of doubt and some confusion during 
much of the 19th century. 

Only with the coming of responsible govern
ment to much of the colonies did a satisfactory 
solution begin to be worked out.14 And by the 
end of the 19th century, that solution had 
found expression in the Revised Regulations 
for the Colonial Service. They provided that 
"'The governor of a colony, though bearing 
the title of Captain General or Commander-

^ in-Chief, is not, without special app 
from Her Majesty, invested with the command 
of Her Majesty's regular forces in the colony". 
They went on to say that in the event of 
hostilities "the officer in command of Her 
Majesty's land forces assumes the entire mili
tary authority over the troops".1* To reach 
this position had involved a deal of turbulent 
history, much of it springing from new Zea
land's Maori Wars. During those wars, con
flicting views of the Viceregal role came to a 
head, and in the outcome led to the Revised 
Regulations taking the form they did. 

When, in 1840, Captain Hobson was ap
pointed "first Governor and Commander-in-
Chief in and over our said colony of New 
Zealand . . . and of all forts and garrisons" 
he no doubt in truth exercised full command 
over the small force he had with him. In 1846 
Grey became Governor-in-Chief and encoun
tered difficulties with the Maoris; he assumed 
the role of supreme commander of both civil 
and military establishments, something that 
little pleased the early colonists, accustomed 
as they were to the political rights and privileges 
enjoyed by British subjects."1 

The colonists' aspirations were met when, 
in 1852, New Zealand received representative, 
and what turned out to be responsible, gov
ernment on the British model. But, signifi
cantly, control over native affairs was retained 
by the Imperial government, and therein lay 
the seeds of future conflict. When further 
trouble with the Maoris subsequently broke 
out in 1860 the Governor, Gore Browne, 
happened to be a military man (a Colonel by 
rank) as well as nominal Commander-in-Chief, 
and the local commander of British troops 
(also a Colonel) took his orders from him. 
However, when Major-General Pratt arrived 
from Victoria to take charge of military op
erations he regarded himself, and not the 
Governor, as supreme commander. In 1861, 
after conflict between them, both he and the 
Governor were replaced. The home govern
ment, ever mindful of its tax-paying electorate, 
begrudged the expenditure of British funds on 
hostilities with the Maoris, yet its retention of 
responsibility for native affairs ensured its 
continued financial responsibility. 

The Governor, now once more Grey, soon 
found himself on good terms neither with his 
own New Zealand Government nor with the 
commander of the 10,000 Imperial troops by 
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that time in New Zealand. In 1865, Grey went 
so far as to personally lead an attack on a 
Maori strong point without consultation with 
the military commander, indeed in the face of 
his refusal to launch such an attack. Things 
went from bad to worse; the commander 
sought his own recall, which was granted, and 
the War Office observed that it was not "any 
part of the functions of a civil Governor of a 
colony to take the personal direction of military 
operations in the field".1" Grey got on no 
better with the new military commander, w horn 
he thought was ignoring the status which Grey 
claimed for himself as active Commander-in-
Chief. The Colonial Office finally took decisive 
action. It regarded Grey's pretensions to mil
itary command as absurd. It resolved the 
position by deciding to withdraw all Imperial 
troops, at the same time handing over to the 
New Zealanders responsibility for native af
fairs, using such forces as they might raise 
locally. These would be under the exclusive 
control of the local colonial Ministry. 

No subsequent New Zealand Governor ever 
either claimed to be effective Commander-in-
Chief of the armed forces or to interfere in 
the administration of native affairs as a matter 
of prerogative. Instead, as elsewhere in the 
Empire where responsible government was in
troduced, the local legislature assumed respon
sibility for its internal military affairs. The 
growth of colonial self-government was seen 
by the home government as an opportunity to 
rid itself of the financial burden of supporting 
large bodies of troops overseas during peace
time. Effect could be given to the disinclination 
on the part of Britain to station Imperial 
troops anywhere in the colonies, India always 
excepted: here, as in so many other respects, 
India stands apart from the rest of the Empire. 
By the mid-1860s an Imperial policy had been 
adopted for the Empire's self-governing colo
nies: there would be Imperial aid against perils 
brought about by Imperial policy, but those 
colonies were expected to assume substantial 
responsibility for their own internal security 
and for a measure of their own external 
defence.'" A final withdrawal of Imperial 
troops from New Zealand and Australia in 
1870, and substantially from Canada in 1871, 
marked the culmination of this policy. 

This absence of Imperial troops, following 
hard on the heels of the grant to so many 
colonies of responsible government, meant that 
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the original circumstances in which colonial 
Governors, as representatives of the Imperial 
Crown and Government, might seek to act 
as true Commanders-in-Chief, had wholly 
changed. No longer were there Imperial troops 
to command; the locally raised forces were 
chosen from the citizens of self-governing 
colonies whose legislatures paid for them, and 
whose elected responsible governments felt that 
it was they, and not the Governor of the 
colony, who should have control of their own 
armed forces. 

The grant of responsible government was 
widely felt; governors found that, even when 
local legislation gave them powers to be exer
cised independently of the advice of their 
ministers, the result was an uneasy one. New-
South Wales provided an example. The Vol
unteer Force Regulation Act 1867, unlike sim
ilar legislation in the other Australian colonies, 
conferred upon the Governor certain powers 
over the Volunteer Force couched in such 
terms as required them to be exercised on his 
own responsibility and not on the advice of 
his Ministers.Iv But when the Governor so 
acted and, as a result, came into conflict with 
his colonial legislature he complained to the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies that it 
seemed incongruous that he should have that 
power, and a duty to exercise it, while not 
being responsible to a legislature which might 
disapprove of his mode of exercise.2" Such a 
result seemed to the Governor undesirable; 
better, he thought, in such circumstances not 
to leave anything in the hands of the Governor 
personally.:i And, as we have seen, it was the 
grant to the responsible government in New 
Zealand of power over native affairs that 
effectively brought to an end attempts by New-
Zealand Governors to treat their title as Com
mander-in-Chief as more than merely "hon
orific". : : 

In Britain itself the position of the Crown 
by the end of the 19th century was described 
by Alpheus Todd, writing in 1894, as follows: 

"it is in the highest degree unwarrantable 
to assume that any exception exists to the 
operation of the constitutional rule that 
requires that the Ministers of the Crown 
should be held responsible for the per
formance, by the Sovereign, of all acts of 
state". 

He went on to say that the prerogatives of 
the Crown in relation to the Army and Navy 
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were at first practically excluded from minis
terial control but gradually became subject to 
the supervision of Ministers, it being now, that 
is, in the 1890s, "obvious that any attempt on 
the part of the Sovereign to retain power, in 
respect to military administration or diplomacy 
would be . . . inconsistent with constitutional 
u sage" . : ! Likewise in the colonies; as they 
acquired experience of responsible government 
it became clear that governors, whatever their 
titles might be, would, like the Sovereign in 
Britain, have to forego all independent com
mand of colonial armed forces and act exclu
sively upon the advice of Ministers. Thus it 
was that, writing in 1928 and describing the 
situation of armed forces in the colonies during 
the second half of the 19th century, Sir Ber-
riedale Keith could say that those armed forces 
were "regulated entirely by local Acts and 
directed on principles of ministerial responsi
bility. The Oovernor indeed held the position 
of Commander-in-Chief under his commission 
— the title in England was dropped in 1793, 
but has lingered on abroad — but this gave 
him no authority whatever of a military char
ac ter . ' " 4 

This having been the position established in 
the various colonies from which the colonial 
politicians who were the framers of our Con
stitution came, it would have been strange 
indeed had this gathering of civilians intended 
to give to the Governor-General , the Sover
eign's representative in Australia, a military 
authority which the Sovereign herself lacked 
and which was not possessed by the Australian 
Colonial Governors with whom they had 
worked during their own political careers. That 
it was not their intention becomes apparent 
when one finds the very point to have been 
the subject of detailed debate during the final 
Constitutional Convention, held in Melbourne 
in 1898. That debate- reveale not only that all 
who spoke on both sides were agreed that the 
Governor-General 's title as Commander-in-
Chief should confer no more than titular 
command; it also reveals that the Governors 
of some of the colonies had in the past sought 
to exercise aspects of actual military command, 
and that it had only been after a long struggle 
that they had been substantially restricted to 
titular command only. 

A word on the subject matter of the debate, 
which involved many of the most prominent 
of the delegates: Alfred Deakin, who was to 

be the second Australian Prime Minister, had 
moved that, to place the matter beyond doubt, 
the proposed S.68, then in substantially its 
present form, should be amended to include 
the words "acting under the advice of the 
Executive Counci l" . He wanted it to be clear 
beyond question that, as Commander-in-Chief, 
the Governor-General should have no personal 
power but should act solely on the advice of 
his Ministers. In past years there had, he said, 
been instances in which Governors had exer
cised or attempted to exercise actual military 
command and control in the colonies; in 
Victoria that had been put to rights after what 
he called " a great quantity of correspondence, 
some of it of an exasperating and exasperated 
character" . No risk, he thought, should be 
run of such assertions of power again being 
made after Federation by some Governor-
General. 

Barton, the first Prime Minister and later 
to become a justice of the High Court, opposed 
the amendment, not because he in any way 
disagreed with Deakin's view that the Gover
nor-General should have only titular command, 
but because he thought that that was already 
the effect of the words as they stood. And so 
the debate ensued, both sides being agreed as 
to what was intended and concerned only with 
whether or not it was sufficiently expressed. 
Two other future Justices of the High Court, 
O 'Connor and Isaacs, the latter of course also 
a future Governor-General, joined in the de
bate, and ultimately the amendment was ne
gated. But the debate makes it clear that those 
taking part knew in detail, as one would expect, 
the whole history of the thing and that the 
Convention was at one in its view that, as 
Commander-in-Chief, the Governor-General 
should act solely on Ministerial advice. 

It is useful to sum up this aspect by citing 
what those great contemporary commentators 
on the Constitution, Dv John Quick and Sir 
Robert Garran, wrote at the time in their 
landmark commentary published in 1901. They 
said of S.68 that the command-in-chief is "one 
of the oldest and most honoured prerogatives 
of the Crown, but it is now exercised in a 
constitutional manner" , that is "with the ad
vice of his Ministry having the confidence of 
Parliament".2 ' ' 

The final transformation, this century, of 
Empire into Commonwealth, served only to 
underline what had long been ob/ious and 
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well-accepted about the role of Governor-
General as Commander-in-Chief. It was at the 
Imperial Conference of 1926 that the full 
equality of status of each of the members of 
the British Commonwealth of Nations was 
recognized, as was the consequence that, in 
the words of one of the resolutions passed at 
that Conference, Governors-General, repre
senting the Crow n, held "in all essential respect 
the same position in relation to the adminis
tration of public affairs in the Dominion as is 
held by His Majesty the King in Great Brit
ain . . . " . And you will recall what Alpheus 
Todd, some thirty years earlier, had said about 
the British Sovereign having already by then 
relinquished any independent control over the 
armed forces. 

Once the Commonwealth of Australia be
came a co-equal member of the Commonvvealth 
of Nations, with no vestige of colonial status, 
there remained no remnant of responsibility 
upon the Governor-General towards an Im
perial government to exercise any particular 
role in relation to Australia's armed forces. 
These forces had long ceased to be Imperial 
and now the Governor-General had also ceased 
to have special links with the British, and 
formerly Imperial, government. 

It seems clear that no question of any reserve 
power lurks within the terms of S.68 and 
practical considerations make it essential, even 
were constitutional ones not also to require it, 
that the Governor-General should have no 
independent discretion conferred upon him by 
that section; as Professor Richardson points 
out: 

"Fo r example, the command of the armed 
forces, vested in the Governor-General 
under section 68, if exercised by him 
without, or contrary to, advice, could 
result in the non-observance of an Act of 
Parliament dealing with defence or be 
rendered ineffective in appropriate in
stances because Parliament had not voted 
the necessary moneys under sections 81 
and 83 of the Constitution to support the 
activity embarked on by the Governor-
General."2" 

For reasons which Quick and Garran de
scribe as "historical and technical, rather than 
practical or substantial,"2" (and which, as we 
have seen, were much discussed back in the 
Convention debate to which I have already-
referred and ever since)29 S.68, unlike some of 

the other references to the Governor-General 
in our Consti tution, makes no mention of the 
Federal Executive Council. It seems that con
siderations of elegance of drafting, a fear of 
being regarded in Whitehall as constitutionally 
naive and a belief that, as it s tood, S.68 clearly 
required the Governor-General to act only on 
Ministerial advice, together led to this omis
sion; an omission which seems now to have 
left room for misconceptions about the effect 
of S.68. 

It seems appropriate to conclude, with the 
words of a distinguished Australian whose life 
has been the Law save in wartime when he 
saw distinguished service in high military com
mand, both in the Middle East and in the 
Islands and whose love has been history, Sir 
Victor Windeyer, formerly a Justice of the 
High Court and a Major-General as well, has 
written on this question and can very fittingly 
be allowed the last word, particularly since 
what he wrote has been adopted as authori
tative by the Defence Review Committee 's 
Report on the Higher Defence Organization in 
Australia. '" 

Sir Victor has this to say, writing in 1979" 
and speaking of the power to call out the 
Defence Force in peacetime: 

"The question here depends on the Con
stitution, not on provisions of the Defence 
Act. Some provisions of the Constitution 
refer to 'the Governor-General in Council ' 
— which section 63 stipulates is to be 
construed as the Governor-General acting 
with the advice of the Federal Executive 
Council: but other provisions refer simply 
to 'the Governor-General ' . The distinction 
is significant. Section 68 states that 'The 
Command in Chief of the naval and 
military forces of the Commonwealth is 
vested in the Governor-General as the 
Queen's representative' — not in the Gov
ernor-General in Council. It follows that 
orders by the Governor-General to the 
Defence Force, including calling it out, 
are given by virtue of the authority of 
command in chief. That does not mean 
that His Excellency may act without min
isterial advice. He must act on the advice 
of a responsible minister; but not neces
sarily by an Order-in-Council after a meet
ing of the Executive Council. 

In the Army Law Manual, 1964 as 
amended in 1977, there is a chapter headed 
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'An Introduction to Army Law'. Para
graph 10 of this, after referring to section 
68 of the Constitution — and in a minor 
way misquoting it — states: 'The effect 
of this provision in the Constitution is to 
vest in the Governor-General personally 
the ultimate executive authority over such 
Army as exists from time to time'. This 
is misleading if the word 'personally' be 
read as meaning without ministerial ad\ice 
or concurrence. I prefer the statement in 
the Preface to The Australian Military 
Regulations and Orders, as originally pub
lished in 1927, paragraph 6: 'The com
mand in chief thus vested in the Governor-
General is not required to be exercised 
with the advice of the Executive Council, 
as are the powers conferred on the Gov
ernor-General by the Defence Act: but 
like all other prerogatives is exerciseable 
under the advice of a responsible minis
ter ' ." 

Having given Sir Victor the last word, may 
I add a postscript? Purely titular my title of 
Commander-in-Chief may be, but it does re
flect the quite special relationship that I believe 
exists between the Governor-General and the 
armed forces of the Commonwealth. It is a 
close relationship of sentiment, based neither 
upon control nor command but which, in our 
democratic society, expresses on the one hand 
the nation's pride in and respect for its armed 
forces and, on the other, the willing subordi
nation of the members of those forces to the 
civil power. II 
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
MECHANIZED BRIGADE IN AUSTRALIA 
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By Captain 1. D. Adams, RAAC 

Introduction 

AUSTRALIA'S defence policy and posture 
has long been based, at least implicitly, 

on three premises. They are that we have no 
recognized threat, that we will have a reason
able lead time to prepare to meet any threat 
which may present itself, and that our regional 
isolation gives us a measure of security1. 

Time, technology, regional changes and re
cent events have now cast doubt on the cred
ibility of these premises, which in turn must 
question the value of our military deterrent2. 
The Falklands crisis of 1982 may be taken as 
an example. 

Two lessons of The Falklands (as w ith Timor 
and Afghanistan) may be that we must rec
ognize that threats can and do appear with 
little or no warning, particularly if one nation 
perceives weakness in another, and that tech
nology has stretched what is militarily possible 
for a determined force, despite the need to 
cover great distances or cross oceans. These 
lessons, if valid, may require Australia to place 
less faith in the defensive value of geographic 
isolation and to reassess her defence posture 
and organization so as to be prepared', with 
little warning, to counter a realistic military 
threat. 

A realistic threat, it can be argued, is a 
middle ranking power projecting a force which 
is organized, equipped and supported to be 
effective either on our continent or in our area 
of interest. Certainly, Australia cannot contem
plate repelling a superpower. 

Despite Britain's predominantly NATO ori
entation, her 'Task Force South' sailed to the 
South Atlantic with little armour. This was 
prompted not so much b\ logistic consi
derations4 but rather by the assessed mobility 
restrictions of the extremely boggy Falklands 

terrain. The armour which she did take, to the 
surprise of some, was very useful. Indeed, if 
the islands' terrain had been considered more 
suitable for heavy armour in the initial planning 
stages, it would have only required a 3% 
increase in the capacity of the fleet to have 
added an armour heavy battle group into the 
fray5. 

The commander of any force interested in 
Australia would realise that over 90% of that 
continent is suitable for AFV and mechanized 
operations. He would therefore task-organize 
his force to meet the geographic and terrain 
requirements and to defeat the predominantly 
infantry Australian forces. It is then not un
reasonable to assume that armoured forces 
would make up a very large percentage of any 
determined military incursion into Australia. 

These factors combined place credence in 
the belief that: 

"If we intend to take seriously our mission 
of defending the Australian mainland (and 
her areas of interest) we must accept, and 
plan to meet, a realistic threat. 'The army 
will require good tactical mobility to fight a 
fluid battle in the extensive areas over which 
the battle could rage'. If we are to be 
successful we will also need the ability to 
defeat large numbers of AFV. We should 
equip and organize accordingly"''. 
Certainly naval and air elements must be 

strong enough to deter an incursion on the 
maritime front but, as the Falklands campaign 
has shown, and Murphy's laws predict, these 
alone may not be enough. The true military 
deterrent short of the nuclear option is a 
balanced force with sophistication and depth 
for both the air/sea and air/land battles. That, 
in the vast Australian context, means mecha
nized and computerized land forces that are 
potent enough on the field of battle to be 
capable of a quick and effective counter-stroke, 
and endowed with sufficient support to both 
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undertake protracted operations and be lifted 
over considerable distances. 

It is only now, over sixty five years after 
Australian troops first successfully fought 
alongside armour at the battle of HameF, that 
the ARA has finally recognized the requirement 
for a mechanized element of the core force 
and established a mechanized brigade. It is an 
appropriate step but it needs augmentation 
and modification, particularly in the light of 
the doubts surrounding the basis of earlier 
defence policy. 

The cost of this mechanized brigade will not 
be small but, if we are to survive in our volatile 
strategic environment*, we will have to continue 
to accept the costs of mechanization of the 
force-in-being as part of the cost of achieving 
defence credibility*. 

Aim 
The aim of this article is to present a concept 

for a mechanized brigade that could be both 
affordable and yet capable, at short notice, of 
operating successfully in a mid-to high-intensity 
air/land conflict, either in continental Australia 
or its area of influence. 

DISCUSSION 
Capabilities 

Such a formation must have its role, orga
nization and dedicated support tailored to meet 
the challenge placed on it by Australia's unique 
situation. The brigade, regardless of whether 
it is the basis of the force deployed or an 
element of a mechanized division, must be: 

a. capable of operating against a relatively 
sophisticated and mechanized enemy 
either on the Australian mainland or in 
another forward area to defend our na
tional interest; 

b. deployable anywhere in Australia or its 
area of interest, within days of the lodge
ment of the ODF to ensure that the ODF 
is not defeated in detail by even a partially 
mechanized adversary1"; 

c. capable of, and flexible enough to 
undergo, protracted independent opera
tions in low-intensity theatres and pro
tracted operations, as part of a division 
in medium to high-intensity theatres; 

d. the basis of mechanized expansion in 
periods of heightening tension; and 

e. as a core force, develop the doctrine and 
operational techniques required for mech
anized operations. 

Structure 
The brigade, to fulfil these requirements, 

needs to be a balanced, comprehensive, all 
arms force, structured to be victorious in 
modern mechanized warfare whilst minimizing 
costs during peace. 

In war, the brigade needs four basic ele
ments: 

1. an offensive manoeuvre element, 

2. a brigade base of elements optimized to 
hold ground and operate in the terrain 
less suitable for the manoeuvre element, 

3. combat support, and 
4. service support elements". 
In peace, the same elements are required. 

We cannot expect to be given enough warning 
to fully mobilize12. Studies show that this is 
particularly true of those key combat elements 
which require long lead times for procurement, 
such as armour". These elements must be 
available before a threat is realised. 

Based on two armoured regiments and two 
mechanized infantry battalions, the brigade 
has the balance and flexibility to be effective 
in most of the situations probable in our 
volatile but ill-defined strategic environment, 
regardless of the level of intensity of the 
operation or climate of the region. 

Though not designed as an independent 
military force, and to be effective it needs 
support from divisional or corps resources, the 
brigade has high levels of self-reliance. This 
self-reliance may prove important if the brigade 
is to support a lightly equipped infantry divi
sion, such as 1 AUST DIV. 

The brigade's organic SP artillery, air def
ence umbrella and reconnaisance elements 
guarantee the brigadier a significant manoeuvre 
zone. Within this zone he can exploit his 
armour's mobility and capacity for shock 
action, confident that his brigade base (of 
infantry holding key terrain) will not be pre
judiced, as it has its own strong anti-armour 
and anti-personnel capability coupled with re
liable logistic support. 

A quaternary or square ratio of combat arms 
has been chosen, to give the commander the 
capability to form four battle groups, giving 
him a well-balanced mechanized force capable 
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of both holding ground and extensive man
oeuvre. 

Although two armoured regiments are pro
vided, the brigade is viable with only one. 
Although with the myriad of tasks for which 
armour is suited, a brigade with only one 
regiment would soon have all its tanks "penny 
packeted*' away IJ. Australian war experience 
in Vietnam showed an allocation of one tank 
squadron to three infantry battalions to be 
unbalanced. The stated preference was for 
three squadrons, a regiment in all but name, 
even though the enemy was very lightly 
equipped, the conflict one of low intensity and 
the area to be covered comparatively small. In 
open warfare at higher intensity levels, a ratio 
of 1:2 armour to infantry or higher is reason
able. A three manoeuvre element brigade itself 
lacks balance and flexibility. Indeed, with only 
one regiment the brigade could only field one 
tank heavy combat team, and even then at the 
cost of leaving the remaining infantry elements 
with no tanks, hence the preference for the 
quaternary formation15. 

Tank Regiment 
The regimental organization advocated is 

little different from that currently fielded. It 
has three elements directly under the command 
of the commanding officer: 

1. combat, 
2. combat support, and 
3. service support. 
The combat squadrons are as our current 

organization"' except that they have integral 
air defence, and no administrative element. 

Even though the administrative troop is 
deleted, the support available is still the same. 
It is just that the echelon is brigaded in 
transport t roop, to facilitate echelon opera
tions. 

The organic tactical air defence weapons are 
needed to prevent enemy air interfering with 
the brigade's operations. To do so, the air 
defence weapons must be constantly with the 
tanks and infantry. Those who do not believe 
that armour and cavalry represent a priority 
air target need only consider the Light Horse 
in Palestine in 1916", the Battle of the Bulge 
in 1944, or the A 10 and Hind D of today, to 
realise that they do l s . 

It would be unrealistic to have a specialized 
air defence vehicle with each troop, yet each 
troop does need air defence. A compromise is 

required. The specialist air defence equipment 
would provide coverage forward of the regi
ment to a range which may deter air-launched 
stand-off weapons. Terrain masking will-prob
ably limit these weapons ' intimate support , 
thus the sub-units will need to provide much 
of their own. To meet this requirement, the 
squadron has an allocation of two-men port
able YLLADW systems carried on the two 
SHQ A P C , and the tanks are armed with a 
sub calibre splintex round with a proximity 
fuse, for which the on-board computer is 
programmed, in addition to the two dedicated 
air defence troops. 

Combat support elements, those fighting 
elements not in the tank squadrons, are 
grouped for control in the combat support 
squadron. The squadron is similar to the 
current headquarters squadron organization 
except that: 

a. it has no service support elements; 
b. the allocation of air defence weapons has 

been doubled; 
c. special equipment troop is split into two 

groups; and 
d. heavy mortars are organic to the regi

ment, giving the armoured heavy battle 
group integral indirect smoke, illumina
tion and defensive fire19. The ability to 
deliver dedicated smoke is particularly 
important in open warfare, especially the 
Tl reflective type which reduces the need 
for tanks to carry additional smoke 
rounds. 

Service support squadrons are merely the 
unchanged technical squadron and a dedicated 
logistic squadron made up of the logistic 
elements taken from both the old headquarters 
squadron and the combat squadrons, then 
slightly reinforced. 

Infant!*) Battalions 
The other major component of the combined 

arms team consists of two mechanized infantry 
battalions. These provide the brigade's most 
flexible elements, which are optimized for short 
range and close country. They are organized 
and equipped to suit this complementary role. 

The suggested mechanized battalion organi
zation is shown on page 15'": 

Protection, mobility and fire support are 
given to the combat companies by their organic 
IFV, but they only fight from these against 
the lightest of opposition. Infantry's advantage 
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is that they fight dismounted, and should do 
so whenever tactically possible. 

The infantry currently receives too little from 
its APC. Their IFV, preferably the result of 
Project Whaler, should not only provide an 
armoured mobility but a weapon system effec
tive against both lightly armoured and soft 
targets out to 2000 m. Moreover, it should 
have the capacity to assist its infantry with 
engineering tasks such as: obstacles, bunkers, 
and ploughing fields in preparation for mine 
sowing or digging-in of line. 

To undertake their role, the companies 
should maintain their current organization of 
three platoons and a support element. The 
variation from the traditional is, that the 
support element is not a section but a support 
platoon; a platoon armed not only with man-
portable medium range anti-armour, but also 
very low-level air defence weapons30. 

Organic combat support to the battalions 
consists of a platoon of heavy mortars and a 
platoon of cannon-armed tank destroyers, each 
designed to enhance the effectiveness of the 
infantry in its primary roles without imposing 
excessive logistic constraints. 

The mortars are heavier (120 mm), longer-
ranged weapons similar to the currently em
ployed weapon. The changes are that they 
should be grouped into a platoon of eight 
tubes and have microwave AT rounds available 
to engage concentrations of vehicles. 

The tank destroyers may be more contro
versial. A generation of infantry reliance on 
the shaped charge and the army's perpetual 
pursuit of longer range from our anti-armour 
weapons, has many defence specialists believing 
that the missile is the counter-armour cornu
copia. Such is not the case. Be in no doubt, 
missiles have a role, but it is not to the 
exclusion of either rockets or cannon31. (Page 
17) 

Armour technology has caught up with the 
lead that shaped charges once had, and tactics 
have shown significant limitations of missiles. 
In particular, missile effectiveness is degraded 
due to its vulnerability to indirect fire (both 
missiles and operators), low rate of fire, long 
engagement times, large size, high cost, fragile 
nature and limited application against other 
targets. Hell-fire and other so-called 'fire and 
forget' missiles are not necessarily the solution 
they boast to be, as the C3 aspects associated 

with these systems are far from being full} 
addressed, let alone solved. 

Moreover, as the infantry's role is associated 
primarily with close country, and close combat, 
for them, the best employment of long range 
missiles is difficult, and often forces the oc
cupying of less than ideal positions for the 
remainder of the unit in order to ensure its 
close protection. Armies which have fielded 
long range missiles, in battle, with either 
dismounted infantry or with infantry vehicles, 
have experienced this incompatability. 

Combat Support 
Today, with the introduction of CLGP and 

microwave guided mortar ammunit ion, the 
long-range anti-armour role of infantry-man
ned missiles may well be more economically 
assigned to a combination of; medium artillery 
and CAIRS with their laser-equipped FOs, 
heavy mortars and the anti-armour squadron. 

Cannon-armed tank destroyers, especially if 
based on the A P C , have characteristics which 
particularly suit the counter-armour require
ments of mechanized infantry. Long range, 
though desirable, is not paramount . A high 
rate of AFV destruction in the short and 
medium range bands, regardless of enemy 
indirect suppressive fire, is what is both needed 
by the infantry and offered by the tank 
destroyers. 

Assuming a front-engined A P C , a 15-20 
tonne Tank destroyer in the " S " tank mould 
is suggested. Using this concept, the largest 
possible kinetic energy weapon can be mounted 
on a tactically viable vehicle of given weight. 
Certainly either the L7 105 mm or the 120 mm 
Reinmetal guns are equally possible, particu
larly with modern low recoil technology giving 
the battalion a remarkable punch either against 
armour or, indeed, infantry. With the simple 
autoloader, 15 aimed rounds a minute are 
possible", offering five effective engagements 
per minute out to a range of 2,500 m. This is 
three times the rate of engagement possible 
with current and projected missile systems at 
a fraction of the cost per round, moreover the 
magazine allows this to be repeated twice 
before resupply is necessary. Such a vehicle 
concept cannot be ignored. Project Whaler 
should consider it as an option with very real 
advantages for Australian Forces, who must 
prepare to fight the next war out-numbered. 
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Feast or famine will be the fire support 
situation with our tightly controlled divisional 
and corps artillery. Unless they are self-pro
pelled, it may be famine for a fast-moving 
mechanized brigade. The brigade needs self-
propelled medium artillery to ensure that close 
intimate fire with the required target effect is 
available when needed. To allocate a battery 
in direct support to each forward battle group 
would require most of the resources of a 
medium regiment, hence a regiment is the 
allocation made. However, it is there that 
compromise can be made; in peace, towed 
guns are an acceptable alternative, indeed, in 
order to minimize logistics, towed guns may 
be necessary in war. However, if the towed 
solution is adopted, a battery of eight guns is 
suggested to allow leap-frogging of two effec
tive sections. 

Timely and accurate information and intel
ligence are force multipliers. The brigadier 
needs the aerial and ground reconnaissance 

allocated to enable him to fully comprehend 
the tide of battle. Armed with this information 
and understanding, he can effectively deploy 
his forces. 

Information is by no means restricted to 
enemy movements. All elements of the for
mation must receive accurate and timely maps, 
overlays, briefings and orders. The signal 
squadron is needed to shoulder responsibility 
for the electronic dissemination of these and 
other non-voice communication. In peace, a 
troop of regulars would suffice if they were 
supported by ARES troops familiar with the 
equipment. 

The counter-armour squadron is a unit dedi
cated to the destruction of enemy armour. 
Although it lacks the flexibility of tanks, it is 
a complement to them at a reduced cost. It is 
a co-ordinated team of cannon, missiles and 
radar effective in all weather, day or night. 

This squadron allows the brigadier to allo
cate the mobility-oriented .tasks to the more 
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versatile tanks, while still maintaining his for
mation's balance. In a more negative sense, 
these vehicles have a similar signature and 
threat to that of tanks as far as an aggressor 
is concerned, and demand equal attention, 
increasing his tactical and logistic problems. 

The engineers are self explanatory. The 
brigade must be able to assault prepared 
obstacles. Assault engineers equipped with spe
cialist equipment, such as SLUFAE/Giant Vi
pers and Combat Engineer tractors, are essen
tial for such obstacle assaults, not to mention 
enhancing our own defence positions. 

Force-In-Being 
Unfortunately, this mechanized brigade is a 

goal that is unlikely to be achieved in the short 
term. It is a political fact of life that defence 
expenditure is not electorally attractive despite 
our nation's increasing population and wealth. 
Few additional funds are likely to be allocated 
in the short term for this aspect of defence 
development unless our international situation 
changes. 

It it appears funds are not available for a 
full-time brigade, then the alternative may be 
to incorporate reserve elements within it. A 
solution may be that the second tank regiment 
could be, for example, 8/13 VMR. The regular 
tank regiment would sponsor its training. The 
role of the fourth squadron of the regular tank 
regiment would be for part of the year filled, 
in turn, by each of the 8/13 squadrons as they 
joined that regiment for a few weeks, eg Jan-
Mar A Squadron 8/13 VMR is designated D 

SQN 1 Armd Regt and comes under command 
for training and an exercise with 1 Armd Regt. 

The beauty of such a system as this, is that 
the reservoir of experience in the ARA tank 
regiment is shared. Similarly, the CO of the 
ARA Regiment would at various times through
out the year have a full regiment of 4 tank 
squadrons available for training, and in an 
emergency could quickly mobilize a full 
strength regiment within days by drawing on 
8/13 VMR Personnel and its allocated squad
ron of tanks if necessary. If lead times were 
longer, all of 8/13 VMR tanks could be 
procured and both regiments deployed. The 
second battalion could operate on a similar 
principle. 

The recommended approach is then an 
evolutionary one. Existing units need to be 
mechanized and brought together in an area 
with adequate facilities, according to a gradual 
timetable. The initial move appears to have 
already been made, i.e. the establishment of 1 
Brigade (mech), but its organizational augmen-
tion must continue. 

The suggested developed brigade does not 
have any organic integration of combat arms 
below the regimental le\el. I have chosen this 
conservative approach, that runs counter to 
the currently very strong body of military 
thought which believes organic integration be
taken to troop level24, for two reasons: 

1. primarily to maintain the distinct char
acters of the two combat arms, allowing 
them to develop their respective tactical 
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and technical advantages and expertise 
— the maintenance of satisfactory tech
nical standards is very difficult in even 
homogenous units2 ' ; and 
so to retain the familiar regiments and 
battalions with all their tradition and 
esprit de corps. 

Training 
It may be argued that the brigade will have 

difficulty achieving the all-arms co-operation 
necessary for successful employment of combat 
teams and battle groups because it is not more 
closely combat arms-integrated. 

The simple and easy answer to that argument 
is that the necessary standards will be achieved 
through unit training, using the traditional 
organizations, tools and techniques. The truth 
is, however, we seldom achieve the standards 
desirable, let alone possible. We need to have 
standards set and assessed at brigade level. 
With these set standards and their regular 
assessment, the traditional tools of wargames, 
TEWTs, C'T and BG field and live firing 
exercises and common SOP will achieve the 
required mutual exposure, understanding and 
co-operation. 

All elements of the brigade should be geared 
for war; the brigade HQ is no exception and 
should be a small executive body designed for 
command. This, however, could lead to consi
derable difficulty in coping with peacetime 
training administration and assessment. The 

brigadier should have a training wing attached 
to his HQ for peacetime training. 

The wing need not be organic to the brigade 
but merely under command. In peace it would 
assist the brigadier to supervise the training of 
the brigade. In periods of tension it would 
expand its activities to the embryo of the 
second brigade. Once the 1st Brigade was 
committed to an operational theatre, it would 
remain behind to train subsequent brigades. 
Thus the need for crisis management in train
ing, and the traditional mobilization confusion 
and waste, may be minimized. 

Within units, training would continue in a 
fashion similar to that to which we are accus
tomed. Individual — and troop — level training 
would remain the preserve of the regiment, 
with internal assessment following the proven 
Paratus Cup system. Sub-unit, unit and officer 
training too would be the commanding officer's 
responsibility with, if requested, assistance 
from the training wing. However, additional 
officer training and the assessment of sub units 
and above would be conducted, for the brig
adier, by the training wing on a regular basis. 

The training year would, predictably, follow 
the traditional format from individual, through 
troop, squadron, and combined arms to unit 
training. However, superimposed upon it 
would be regular assessment in the form of, 
what is for the units externally conducted, 
ARTEPs, TEWTs and two-sided exercises, 
setting tangible standards to be achieved and 
a monitoring of the brigade's real capabilities. 
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Strategic Mobility 
Irrespective of what the brigade may be 

capable of, it is of little operational use at its 
home base. It must be supported by a logistic 
organization that is capable of lodging a major 
element (BG or larger) of the brigade anywhere 
in Australia or its area of interest, within days 
of the lodgement of the ODF, to give the 
Australian force commander the capacity for 
an effective mechanized thrust or to be capable 
of holding one off. That same logistic support 
must be capable of deploying the remainder 
of the formation soon after. 

Annual assessed mobilization exercises of 
elements of the brigade should be undertaken 
as a feature of the brigade training year, e.g. 
a combat team to be grouped and deployed 
on short notice, say seven days. The deploy
ment could be by any of the four main modes 
(road, rail, sea and air) or a combination of 
them. Preferably the deployment should be to 
a realistic destination, and an exercise con
ducted there. The deployment of a tank heavy 
CT to New Zealand on HMAS Tobruk, to 
participate in a combined nation BG level 
exercise, could be such a deployment. 

HMAS Tobruk is currently our only dedi
cated wide wet gap crossing facility capable of 
carrying a significant mechanized force. Aus
tralia has no aircraft capable of lifting tanks, 
nor enough aircraft capable of lifting any AFV 
that would be likely to be available to the 
brigade, as they would inevitably be used by 
the ODF and Reconnaissance Regiment during 
the initial deployment stage of a conflict. Even 
with no wet gap to cross, our road and rail 
infrastructure leaves a lot to be desired. 

Our strategic transport then requires major 
augmentation if it is to effectively support the 
mechanized brigade. Assuming a deployment 
is necessary to NW Australia or SE Asia, the 
minimum air and sea support required would 
be all of our transport aircraft plus two ships 
of the Tobruk class supported by hired com
mercial shipping, and they would all be vul
nerable. Other, less traditional, forms of stra
tegic transport should be considered. 

Modern Soviet and US hovercraft and SES^ 
easily carry several MBT, and may be alter
natives. Moreover, since the re-emergence, of 
air ships, such as the modern advanced I.TA 
20" , exciting new possibilities ha\e emerged. 
These craft are predicted lo e a r n three times 
the load of loda) 's largest helicopters, at one 

tenth the cost. Needing neither airfield nor 
terminal fixtures, Ihej may he a most suitable 
means of strategic transport for the brigade. 
A squadron of these would give the brigade 
the strategic mobility of the ODF, while of
fering deployment timings and destination op-
lions currently impossible lo all hut the 
superpowers28. 

Training Areas 
A local live firing and manoeuvre range is 

essential. The geographical location of this 
range is one of the fundamental questions thai 
need to be answered with regard to the estab
lishment of a mechanized brigade. 

Such a range, by definition, needs to be 
large. It should be capable of accommodating 
a slow BG advance for twelve hours, or allow 
full use of medium artillery and hypervelocity 
AFV cannon. Certainly, an area without a 
diagonal range of 50 km is of limited value. 

Desert and cheap marginal lands are not 
complete answers. The impact of regular, heavy 
AFV and artillery usage is such that it demands 
a range with a durable eco-system, which 
implies sufficient reliable rainfall and produc
tive soil. 

The terrain should be undulating plain, as 
near as possible to ideal AFV country. Any 
significant obstacles, such as HOFSYVOR-
THY's numerous nor th /south re-entrants, do 
not add realism so much as restrict effective 
training, by reducing the usable training area. 

Similarly, a reasonably comfortable climate 
is necessary. In outback areas the amount of 
effective summer training possible would be 
minimal, due to temperature extremes and 
constant high fire danger. 

Soldiers must live with their families. The 
brigade's barracks and range location has, 
therefore, significant social infrastructural 
needs. Australia has long been one of the 
world's most urban nations. Her soldiers and 
their families expect the facilities that are 
available from major cities. Hence, to avoid 
unnecessary family pressures on married and 
single soldiers alike, the barracks and married 
quarters should be no more than a reasonable 
Saturday morning drive from a city. It the 
quarters are not in the city itself (a solution 
not without problems), they should be placed 
in a planned town, well endowed with the 
facilities of the scope and standard found in 
towns established by mining and oil companies. 
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Transport infrastructural requirements are 
no less demanding. To allow rapid deployment 
and cost-effective logistic support , the brigade 
needs to be sited on or near a major national 
transport nodal point (though the range must 
not be under the approach to a major civil 
airport). To be near the major routes is not 
enough. The brigade must have a local terminal 
(preferably rail) designed or adapted to quickly 
handle large numbers of MBT and other 
weapon and support systems, e.g. AVLB. 

Tanks , while being easier to operate and 
more reliable, appear to be becoming more 
rather than less complex. The result is an ever-
increasing demand for heavy permanent re
pair, rebuild installations. These are expensive. 
It is preferable that the proposed brigade base 
should have existing facilities either designed 
for, or adaptable for, use with AFV. 

I doubt if any single location meets all of 
my criteria. Any that come close may prove 
politically unacceptable. Other alternatives 
which may appear as more politically attractive 
may in fact prove to be expensive long-term 
mistakes. 

P U C K A P U N Y A L , T O W N S V I L L E , 
WOOMERA and DUBBO are all possibilities 
that come to mind. Though no definitive 
selection can be made without detailed analysis, 
I tend to favour P U C K A P U N Y A L . 

W O O M E R A , 1 feel offers a politically at
tractive solution. Unquestionably, it offers the 
cheapest and largest range. The land is already 
in government hands and few others of political 
influence want it. However, soldiers may not 
have the motivation that the highly paid sci
entists and technicians who once lived there 
must have had. The social problems that would 
result from stationing large numbers of soldiers 
and their dependents here, may make it a long-
term disaster. As an alternative exercise area, 
such as Suffield is to the British and Canadians, 
it may be useful. 

TOWNSVILLE is currently a popular post
ing, and may well be seriously considered. 
However, with its immature industrial, trans
port and social infrastructure it is not ideal, 
and is as isolated from NW Australia as is 
Victoria. 

Any new western area such as DUBBO 
COBAR, regardless of its size and low initial 

purchase cost, has several drawbacks. Its cli
mate, its lack of social amenities, transport 
infrastructure and weak eco-svstem all indicate 

that it will only be effective in the very long 
term. 

PUCKAPUNYAL's facilities and location 
are well-known. It is distant enough from 
MELBOURNE to be a country area, but close 
enough for soldiers and their families to shop 
there. The range area is extensive, and room 
exists for further expansion. It is on the major 
Australian north south road and rail routes, 
and not far from the major east/west routes. 
It is only 100 km from a major international 
port. It has its own airfield suitable for Tact 
SR aircraft, a nearby airfield suitable for Tact 
MR aircraft and two international standard 
airports capable of carrying all current military 
aircraft within 100 km. 

PUCKAPUNYAL will still be expensive, but 
most of the basic prerequisites are there. 
Gradual build up and expansion is possible. 
The recently expanded range will need to be 
doubled again, and that would be expensive 
though not impossible, e.g. the east-west length 
of the range could be easily expanded by 12 
km. 

Regardless of the site chosen, it needs to be 
chosen soon to allow mechanized doctrine and 
expertise to develop smoothly. 

Conclusion 
The need for a mechanized element of the 

Australian core force has been identified and 
established. The brigade, which represents the 
smallest effective mechanized formation, must 
however be more than just a core for expan
sion. It needs to be able to deploy quickly if 
our national deterrent is to have any substance. 

We do have some of the necessary pre
requisites for such a force. However, they need 
to be centralized geographically, placed under 
one unified command, augmented and given 
substantial logistic, doctrinal, training and 
equipment support. H 
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By Croup Captain Keith Isaacs, RAAF, (Ret) 

'Whatever is complicated fails in 
producing good results in warfare; 
the promoters of 
systems forget always that 
the object of progress ought 
to be to obtain 
the greatest possible effect 
with 
the least possible effort and expense.' 

Napoleon III 
Emperor of France, 1852-70 

Historical Beginnings 

ONE of the most outstanding events in the 
history of mankind occurred on November 

21 1783. On that momentous day Pilatre de 
Rozier and the Marquis d' Arlandes completed 
the first human aerial voyage, in a hot-air 
Montgolfier balloon, from the Chateau de la 
Muette, Paris, to Butte-aux-Cailles. As the 
200th anniversary of man's pioneering 25 min
ute aerial journey is celebrated, it is pertinent 
to recall that one of Australia's first recorded 
references to balloons — military and otherwise 
— appeared 140 years ago. 

JPW-

It all began when The Sydney Morning 
Herald published two astounding reports, on 
9 and 26 May 1843, concerning proposed 
passenger flights from England to India in an 
Aerial Steam Carriage designed by William 
Samuel Henson. 

'The influence of such a discovery upon this 
country is obvious to a certain extent, but the 
final results are incalculable', wrote corre
spondent Aeronaut in a letter to The Sydney 
Morning Herald on 1 June. 'It will at least 
bring the colony as near to England as Edin
burgh was to London a century ago; India 
and China, the Cape, and the United States 
will be but a week's voyage, and daily mails 
may pass between Sydney, Port Phillip, Ade
laide, the Swan, and Port Essington.' 

Aeronaut went on to reveal that 'twenty-
years ago' — that is, 1823 — 'I invented and 
made known to a few scientific friends a new 
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species of balloon. ' He then provided details 
of his invention for a lighter-than-air craft 
which, he anticipated, would 'ascend by me
chanical contrivance by which means, instead 
of being at the mercy of atmospheric currents, 
we might make them subservient to our wishes.' 

A spate of similar letters subsequently ap
peared in The Sydney Morning Herald, includ
ing a fanciful account of war balloons by a 
Sydney-domiciled American correspondent, 
whose letter of 9 June appeared over the 
pseudonym, Ives. 'I last night had a dream 
. . . ' , recalled Ives, ' that war was declared 
between France and Russia, and that Moscow 
was hovered over, attacked, and destroyed by 
French aeronauts by means of shells and 
rockets let down from their cars. ' His dream 
developed into something of a nightmare, and 
soon 'war was declared against all nations. ' 
Aerial cars 'were dashed to pieces by broadsides 
of cannon as they came into contact; and, of 
course, many men were killed and fell; but 
such as were able to save themselves by means 
of chutes, with which each car is provided 
. . .' The holocaust continued in similar vein, 
and concluded with Ives engaging invading 
British aerial cars over New York and Wash
ington. 

The American's dream was probably inspired 
by accounts, published some 49 years previ
ously, concerning the first use of balloons in 
war. In 1794, when France was at war with 
most of Europe, Napoleon I commissioned the 
Committee of Public Safety to find means of 
utilising the latest scientific discoveries to aid 
the war effort. One proposal put forward by 
the Committee was the use of captive balloons 
as observation posts for the army. 

First Military Ascent 
Successful trials resulted in the balloon, 

Entreprenant, under the command of Captain 
Coutelle, being attached to the Armee du Nord. 
The first true military ascent took place on 2 
June 1794 at Maubeuge, then besieged by the 
Austrians. The balloon had such a demoral
izing effect on the besiegers, that it was secretly 
transferred to Charleroi. Coutelle ascended 
again on 23 June to observe the enemy's 
positions and — whether by coincidence or 
not — the Austrians capitulated on 24th. The 
Entreprenant was next in use at the famous 
battle of Fleurus on 26 June. Throughout the 
nine hours of the battle, Coutelle and his 

assistant kept the French General Staff con
stantly informed of the enemy's movements, 
and this information contributed in no small 
measure to the eventual victory. 

Development for Mil i tary Use 
These early successes saw the establishment 

of the Ecole Nationale Aeronautiquc on 31 
October 1794 at Meudon. In addition to the 
Entreprenant attached to the Army of the 
North, three other balloons were brought into 
service — the Celeste for the Army of the 
Sambre and Meuse, Hercnk for the Army of 
the Rhine and Moselle, and Intrepide for the 
Army of Fgvpt. In the event, and although 
the balloons established a high repute and were 
of considerable psychological value, Napoleon 
became disenchanted with his Aerostiers and 
they were disbanded early in 1799. 

Throughout the nineteenth century, as Aus
tralia headed towards nat ionhood, balloons 
were used in many military campaigns, mainly 
for observation. In 1849, however, a new 
weapon of war came into being when balloons 
participated in the first aerial bombing raid in 
history. At the time, the citizens of Venice 
were barricaded on their islands in rebellion 
against Austrian rule from Vienna. To teach 
them a lesson, the Austrians equipped a large 
number of pilot less Montgolfier-type balloons 
with 14-kilogramme (30-pound) time-fused 
bombs, and launched the aerial armada into 
winds heading towards Venice. Only a few of 
the flying-bombs reached their destination, and 
those that fell on the city caused more panic 
than casualties. To make matters worse, a 
sudden change of wind direction saw the 
humiliated Austrians in wild retreat pursued 
by their own aerial missiles! The aerial warfare 
nightmare, envisaged by Ives in The Sydney 
Morning Herald, was fast becoming a reality. 

Meanwhile, Australia was about to enter the 
aerostat, or lighter-than-air craft, era. On 10 
March 1851, Dr William Bland, a dynamic 
personality in contemporary New South Wales 
history, announced plans in Sydney of his 
Atmotic Ship. This aerial colossus was designed 
as a hydrogen-filled, steam-driven, semi-rigid 
airship, which Bland estimated would weigh 5 
tons (5.08 tonnes) when fully loaded. The 
Balloon envelope was 200 feet (60 metres) long, 
90 feet (27 metres) high, and 60 feet (18 metres) 
wide, and the car was 100 feet (30 metres long 
by 40 feet (12 metres) wide. 



AUSTRALIA AND THE MILITARY BALLOON 23 

Although Bland emphasized that his Atmotic 
Ship would be used mainly for commercial 
purposes, he was well aware that a military 
version would expedite production and over
come costs. Knowing that the meagre colonial 
forces, established in Australia, were in no 
position to undertake such a project. Bland 
sent plans of his airship to Queen Victoria, 
Emperor Napoleon 111, and President Abra
ham Lincoln. In the event, Bland's grand plan 
for his futuristic and revolutionary airship 
never left the drawing board. It remained a 
paper dream because its prime component — 
a feasible steam engine with an acceptable 
power/weight ratio — had yet to be developed. 
When Bland died on 21 July 1868, his mighty 
Atmotic Ship passed into obscurity. 

First Ascents in Austral ia 
In the interim, the first balloon ascents had 

been made in Australia. Following an abortive 
attempt by the Frenchman, Pierre Maigre, on 
15 December 1856 in the Sydney Domain, the 
English aeronaut William Dean ascended suc
cessfully from the Cremorne Gardens, Mel
bourne, on 1 February 1858. A fortnight later, 
Dean's companion, C. H. Brown, completed 
a second ascent on 15 February, and the two 
aeronauts together made the first night ascent 
from the Cremorne Gardens on 25 March. 

At the end of the year Dean and Brown 
transferred their balloon, the Australasian, to 
Sydney, where the first ascent was made on 
13 December. It was a gala occasion, and an 
enthusiastic crowd of 7000 spectators gathered 
round the balloon at the cricket ground in the 
Outer Domain. At about 1630 hours, and amid 
much merriment, The Sydney Morning Herald 
reported, 'a salute of four guns, fired from a 
six-pounder by some of the corps of the Royal 
Artillery, announced the arrival of his Excel
lence the Govenor-General . . . the band of 
the Xllth played several airs previous to the 
ascent . . . and everything went off with the 
greatest eclat.' Dean and Brown ascended at 
1700 hours and completed a successful journey 
across Sydney Harbour before landing at Neu
tral Bay. 

Spasmodic ascents continued to be made by 
Dean and Brown, and one of the more im
portant demonstrations was carried out by 
Brown from the Melbourne reserve in January 
1862, on the occasion of the first cricket test 
match between England and Australia. 

The American Civil War 
It was during this period, 1861-63, that a 

freak incident brought about the use of bal
loons in the American Civil War. On 20 April 
1861 a New Hampshire meteorologist, Thad-
deus S. C. Lowe, went up in a balloon from 
Cincinnati and came down in South Carolina 
— where he was immediately arrested by the 
secessionists as a Union spy. Lowe talked his 
way into a release, and headed straight for 
Washington to urge the Federal Government 
to employ balloons for observation. During a 
demonstration ascent on 18 June, Lowe dis
patched to President Lincoln the world's first 
air-to-ground telegraph message. The President 
was so impressed that he approved the estab
lishment of the Balloon Corps of the Army of 
the Potomac. In retrospect, Lowe's 'down-to-
earth' demonstration succeeded, whereas 
Bland's illustrious Atmotic Ship was apparently 
too much for Lincoln to comprehend. 

Siege of Paris, 1870-71 
The next decade produced one of the great 

chapters in the history of military ballooning. 
In 1870, Paris was besieged by Prussian troops, 
and was completely cut off from the rest of 
France — or so thought the Prussians. To 
overcome the siege, the French set up a balloon 
postal and passenger service and, between 23 
September 1870 and 28 January 1871, 64 
balloons were dispatched from the beleaguered 
city to unoccupied France. At one stage, 
balloons were leaving Paris regularly every 48 
hours, and this so infuriated Bismarck that he 
ordered Krupps. The famous armament man
ufacturers, to develop an anti-balloon cannon; 
the world's first anti-aircraft gun. Although 
the cannons were virtually useless, the Parisians 
began dispatching balloons at night to avoid 
being shot down. 

Further Ascents in Austral ia 
Back in Australia, balloon ascents ', ere few 

and far between since the demonstrations of 
Dean and Brown. In 1866, a large fete orga
nized by the Ancient Order of Foresters in the 
Melbourne zoological gardens, produced the 
first known contemporary illustration of a 
balloon in Australia. Thomas Gale made sev
eral ascents in Sydney during 1870 and 1871, 
and also took his balloon, the Young Austra
lian, to Adelaide. In 1878 a Mr Stewart made 
an accidental journey, when Professor Well's 
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The str ik ing cover of the popular Navy & Army 
Illustrated journa l . 9 December 1899. showing one 
of the several Boer War bal loons which operated 
dur ing the siege of Ladysmi th . 2 November 1899 — 
28 February 1900. The Bal loon Sect ion commander . 
Major G. M. Heath. RE (later Major-General Sir Gerald 
M. Heath KCMG. CB. DSO), received the DSO for 
his services at Ladysmi th . 

captive balloon broke loose and carried its 
unwitting passenger over Sydney Harbour be
fore depositing him at Government House. 

The flamboyant Harry L'Estrange then 
flashed across the scene, and his daring balloon 
exploits on 14 April 1879 and 15 March 1881 
created sensations in Melbourne and Sydney, 
respectively. On the first occasion his balloon, 
the Aurora, burst at about 2743 metres (9000 
feet), but L'Estrange deployed a safety para
chute attached to the envelope and descended 
safely, although badly shaken. His second 
accident occurred before a crowd of 10,000 
people when, after making a night ascent, he 
descended onto a house at Woolloomooloo, 
where his balloon exploded and burnt after 

coming into contact with a gas jet. Although 
L'Estrange scrambled clear before the explo
sion, he decided, once and for all, that bal
looning was not his forte. 

Harry Henden — Professional Aeronaut 
In contrast, the next balloonist to arrive in 

the country was, without doubt , the most 
professional Australian aeronaut of the nine
teenth century. In fact, it is because of his 
professionalism, and modesty, that he is sel
dom mentioned in the history books. Then 
too, on the one or two occasions that he has 
received a passing reference his name appears 
incorrectly as Hendon, rather than Henden. 

Harry Henden was by profession a watch
maker and jeweller who was born at Dartford, 
Kent, England on 12 December 1847. He took 
up ballooning as a recreational interest in 1879, 
and during the next four years made over 200 
ascents in England, Ireland, Wales and Ger
many. 

Henden arrived in Australia with his balloon, 
the Ciein, on 21 November 1884. He made his 
first ascent from Prince Alfred Park, Sydney, 
on 6 December, before 3000 spectators. The 
event was a great success, and received much 
favourable comment from the Sydney Echo, 
Sydney Evening News, Sydney Daily Tele
graph, and The Sydney Morning Herald. Other 
equally successful ascents followed, including 
one at Bathurst on 1 January 1885. Henden 
then proceeded to Melbourne where The Argus, 
4 February, takes up the story. 

'A very successful balloon ascent was made 
yesterday from the East Melbourne cricket 
ground by Mr H. Henden, a well known 
English aeronaut , ' reported the newspaper. 
The report went on to reveal that 'for a couple 
of years he was employed at the Woolwich 
Arsenal in England as instructor of military 
ballooning. ' In fact, in June 1884, on the eve 
of his departure for Australia, Henden com
pleted a trial reconnaissance journey of one 
and a half hours from the Crystal Palace in 
the balloon, Eclipse, with Captain Pakenham 
and another officer from the Horse Guards. 

Between 1885 and 1887, Henden made many 
more successful ascents in Sydney, Melbourne, 
Ballarat, and Orange, where he had settled 
with his family in 1885. In addition, Henden 's 
balloon was used for the first Australian free 
parachute descents at Ashfield, Sydney, by J. 
I . Williams and Charles Jackson in 1888 and 
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1889, respectively. On the latter occasion, 
Henden's Gem was blown out to sea and 
wrecked after Jackson had jumped from the 
balloon at a height of about 1524 metres (5000 
feet). 

Here then was a professional aeronaut, with 
* quasi-military associations, who had regularly, 

safely, and successfully plied his trade for five 
years in New South Wales and Victoria. Hen-

, den was indisputably Australia 's leading bal
loonist, whose outstanding achievements im
pressed both military and civil authorities. It 
is remiss, therefore, that Henden has been 
bypassed in the pages of posterity, except for 
an occasional misspelt surname. Harry Henden 
died at Orange on 6 April 1936 on the eve of 
a forthcoming world war that, ironically, saw 
the sky above his place of birth filled with 
barrage balloons, as Britain prepared to fight 
for survival in 1940. 

' 

An au tographed portrai t of Harry Henden in the car. 
or basket , of his ba l loon, the Gem. The picture was 
one of a ser ies taken in the Sydney s tud io of the 
photographer David Scott , in January 1885. 

The Sudan War 
In the year that Henden made his first ascent 

in Sydney (1885), Australia committed a force 
of 750 troops to the Sudan War. General 
Gordon had been killed at Khartoum on 26 
January, and Britain was striving to put down 
some 50,000 rebellious tribesmen led by the 
Mahdi, a self-proclaimed Messiah. The Aus
tralian Sudan Contingent landed at Suakin on 
the Red Sea on 29 March and joined two 
British brigades under the command of General 
Graham. Included in Graham's Force was a 
balloon detachment, which became the first 
such British unit to go into action under war 
conditions. 

Ballooning in the British Army began offi
cially in 1878, when approval was given for 
the experimental production of balloons at 
Woolwich Arsenal. As early as 1863, however, 
trial reconnaissance ascents had been made 
with a balloon hired from Henry Coxwell, who 
had also constructed the two balloons brought 
to Australia in 1858 by entrepreneur George 
Coppin for the Dean and Brown ascents. In 
1882 the military balloon establishment trans
ferred to Chatham, from where balloon de
tachments were deployed in 1885 to Bechuan-
aland and the Sudan. 

The Sudan Balloon Detachment embarked 
for Suakin on 15 February, and was composed 
of Major J. L. B. Templer, Lieutenant R. J. 
H. L. Mackenzie, and eight balloonist NCOs 
and sappers. Its tools of trade included one 
balloon, the Fly, and its supporting equipment. 

In the Sudan, camels were used to carry the 
gas tubes which contained only enough hydro
gen for four small balloon fills. A gas plant 
was installed at Suakin, but personnel and 
t r a n s p o r t def iciencies p rec luded it being 
brought into use. The Fly was first used on 
25 March — while the Australians were still 
at sea — when Mackenzie observed for seven 
hours during the march from Suakin to Tofrik. 
The balloon was towed by a wagon, inside the 
convoy square, at a height of 122 metres (400 
feet). Apparently the mere sight of this un
gainly object, bobbing along above the troops, 
was enough to disperse the Arabs in all direc
tions. 

'Judging from the account given of the 
evolutions of the captive balloon yesterday 
when en route to the zerebas, the experiment 
seems to have been a complete success,' re
ported one British war correspondent. 'The 
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This Handbill was distributed from the 

Pictorial World Balloon, 
".'/ CAPTAIN HENDON, 

WHO A M E M M . O FKUM l i l t 

C H I C K E T P I K L 1 ) , o m V E S T I I V . 
AUGUST flk, 1883, at 6 />.;«. 

J O H N W f f l T K I D G E , 
PRINTEB and STATIONER, 

_ O S W E S T R Y . 

A handbill distiibuted by Harry Henden — note the 
misspelt surname — in England before coming to 
Australia in 1884. Captain' Henden also used the 
balloon, Pictorial World, for a military demonstration 
flight with two Horse Guard officers. The aeronaut 
distributed similar handbills during his ascents in 
Australia, and these leaflets — should any still exist 
— are priceless collector's items. 

convoy party to which it was attached did not 
suffer a single attack on the road, although 
composed wholly of native troops. Whether 
this immunity was consequent upon the ter
rorizing effect of the balloon on Osman Dig-
ma's warriors is, of course, a matter for 
conjecture. The conduct of the Arabs was 
certainly in striking contrast to that they 
exhibited the day before, and on previous 
occasions. ' 

Three days after disembarking in the Sudan, 
the Australians were on the march with Gra
ham's Force to Tamai, about 64 kilometres 
(40 miles) inland from Suakin. This historic 
date, 1 April 1885, was the first time Australian 
troops went into action with air support — 
notwithstanding its primitive form. 

An interesting account of the march to 
Tamai was compiled by one of the participating 
Australian officers, Lieutenant William Cope. 
In part, he recorded that 'when about four 
miles from Tamai, General Graham sent up a 
captive balloon, in which was situated an 
officer appointed to inspect from his aerial 
station the position of the enemy. The balloon 
was taken forward on the march for about a 
mile, and was of great service in determining 
our course. ' 

Another, less complimentary, report was 
written by W . J . Lambie, The Sydney Morning 

Herald war correspondent, who accompanied 
the Australians to Tamai. His dispatches made 
only a passing reference to the balloon, stating 
briefly that 'a balloon was inflated . . . and 
the military aeronaut , who is chief of the 
balloon corps, occupied the car. The observer 
remained in the balloon for a short time, until 
the bag burst . ' 

It can only be assumed that Lambie saw the 
balloon deflate in the heat of the late morning, 
rather than 'burs t ' , because another ascent was 
made near Tambuk on 25 April. On this 
occasion, an Arab named Ali Kerar, who 
weighed only 38 kilogrammes, (6 stone) as
cended to a height of 610 metres (2000 feet). 

tufflay, December 27, 1884 

BALLOON ASCENT, 
B A T H U B B T. 

1'BOM T H R 

ORDNANCE GROUND, 
ON 

N E W Y E A R ' S D A Y , 
JANUARY 1st, IBM. 

Under the Patronage of tho Mayor and Aldermen 
of Bathurst. 

MR. H. HENDEN, 
From Loudon, who has made such successful 
accents in Sydney, under the Patronage of His 
Excellency the Governor of N.S.W., and Mayor 
and Aldermen of Sydney, will ascend in his 
Spbndid New Balloon, " GEM," at half-past 4 
o'clock, p.m. 

There will be a 

SPLENDID BRASS BAND 
IX ATTENDANCE. 

Admission to the Ground, Is. Reserved Chairs, Zt. 
Carriages, SJ. 

For the Rljfht to Purchase Calce and li. fre.-hmrnt 
Stall.--, ;ypiy to 

Mr. C. F . STRAP TON, 
HUMII' -•< Manager, 

I t1.'. i jtd-atwet, Sydney. 

An advertisement from the Bathurst Sentinel, 27 
December 1884. announcing Henden's first Bathurst 
ascent planned for New Year's Day, 1885. Henden 
made innumerable ascents in New South Wales and 
Victoria, 1884-89, and was Australia's leading aeron
aut of the balloon era. 
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He reported sighting big guns firing at Suakin, 
45 kilometres (28 miles) to the rear. Major 
Templer verified this report by heliograph and 
it was discovered that a feu de joic, in which 
the guns took part, had been fired in honour 
of the Khedive's birthday. 

The official historian, Sir Walter Raleigh, 
in summing up the Sudan balloon operations, 
observed that 'the best of the material had 
been sent to Bechuanaland, so the equipment 
was very imperfect, but ascents made in a 
balloon of one of the smaller types, at El Teb 
and Tamai, and elsewhere, proved useful for 
reconnaissance.' From the Australian soldier's 
viewpoint, he had been given a glimpse of 
what was to develop into a new arm of warfare 
— the weapon of airpower. 

The Boer War 
Australians next went into action with bal

loons during the Boer War, 1899-1902, when 
16,175 officers and other ranks fought with 
British and Colonial forces against the Dutch 
South African Republics of the Transvaal and 
the Orange Free State. 

The British Army Balloon Section and Depot 
had, meanwhile, moved in 1891 from Chatham 

to Aldershot, where it was renamed the Balloon 
Factory in 1897. On the outbreak of the Boer 
War the balloon section was rapidly expanded. 
Between September 1899 and March 1900, 
three sections were sent to South Africa, 
balloon depots were established at Cape Town 
and Durban, and an additional detachment 
was extemporized in the field. 

The 1st Balloon Section was attached to 
Lord Methuen's force on the Modder River 
on 9 December 1899, and remained in action 
until Pretoria was captured on 5 June 1900. 
The 2nd Balloon Section arrived at Ladysmith 
on 27 October 1899 and during the siege, 
operated with excellent results until its stock 
of oxygen was exhausted at the end of Novem
ber. The 3rd Balloon Section joined General 
Sir Archibald Hunter's force in April 1900, 
and became part of Lord Robert's grand 
advance on Pretoria; the section proved inva
luable and was in constant use for 15 days 
prior to the relief of Mafeking on 17 May, 
after which it disbanded. The Extemporized 
Balloon Detachment was specially formed for 
employment with General Sir Redvers Buller's 
Ladysmith relief force. In all, 30 balloons were 
sent to South Africa for the Boer War oper
ations. 

The Boer War, 1889-1902, was a 'popular' war with the Australian public, and many souvenirs were issued 
to mark the occasion. One such item was this Australasian Stereoscopic Cos stereo pictures of the balloon 
corps with Lord Roberts' army on the way to Johannesburg, which was captured on 31 May 1900. 
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The 1st Balloon Section, under the command of Captain H. B. Jones, RE, with the balloon, Bristol, being 
towed by bullocks near Kroonstad, May 1900. Australian military observers noted that the high altitudes of 
some of the South African plateaus affected the lift of the balloons. 

Australian soldiers were in action with all 
the forementioned forces, and soon came to 
appreciate the military and psychological ad
vantages afforded by the accompanying bal
loons. Several Australian authors also com
mented favourable on the balloon operations, 
including the Melbourne Argus war corre
spondent, Donald Macdonald, in his excellent 
book, How We Kept The Flag Flying (1900), 
and J. H. M. Abbott ' s famous Tommy Corn
stalk (1902); a more recent publication, R. L. 
Wallace's The Australians At the Boer War 
(1976), also contains several references to bal
loons operating in the vicinity of the Austra
lians. 

The most remarkable insight into the Boer 
War balloon operations, however, came from 
another Australian who was one of the most 
colourful characters in history. This was the 
Smythesdale, Victoria-born Colonel Arthur 
Lynch — colonel, that is, with the Boer Army! 
How he came to be so involved is dramatically 
revealed in one of his books, My Life Story 
(1924), which has to be read to be believed. 
In the event, Lynch delivered an amazing 
lecture, on the British balloon operations in 
the Boer War, at Paris on 27 March 1902. His 

authoritative and penetrating assessment truly 
vindicated the success of the balloons, as seen 
from the enemy's viewpoint and concluded 
with the unsolicited statement that the British 
'possess the best balloon service of all the 
armies in the « orld. ' 

Austral ian Federat ion Inaugurat ion 
Celebrat ions 

No sooner had the importance of the military 
balloon been demonstrated to Australian 
troops in their first major overseas war, than 
steps were taken to display one of the new 
weapons of war to the Australian public. In 
mid-1900, the British Government agreed to a 
request for a military balloon to be sent to 
Australia for the Federation inauguration 
celebrations in January 1901. 

A special balloon detachment was formed 
at Aldershot under the command of Lieutenant 
I . H. L. Spaight, Royal Engineers. On arrival 
in Australia, after the turn of the century, 
several demonstrations were given and the 
balloon became a popular crowd-pleaser. A 
particular successful display occurred at the 
Sydney Agricultural Ground on 7-8 January , 
and Dalgety's Review reported that ' the bal-
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loon went up half as higli as it does in actual 
warfare, and little advance balloons or pilots 
were sent ahead to test the wind currents, and 
observations were made just as they are on 
the field of battle.' 

Advent of the Aeroplane 
Subsequent to the Commonwealth of Aus

tralia coming into being on 1 January 1901, 
the military authorities were more than inter
ested in obtaining war balloons for the Aus
tralian Army, Fiscal restrictions initially ne
gated such a plan, and it was finally discarded 
with the coming of the aeroplane. 

Symbolically, the writing was on the wall 
when Lieutenant Spaight returned to England 
from Australia in 1901, and took the visiting 
Alberto Santos-Dumont on a reconnaissance 
flight in one of the British war balloons — 
five years later, Santos-Dumont made the first 

powered aircraft flights in Europe, subsequent 
to the famous flights of the Wright brothers 
in America on 17 December 1903. Australia's 
first officially recognized powered aircraft 
flight occurred in 1910, by which time the 
Government had already launched a competi
tion for 'Flying Machines for Military Pur
poses'. 

The military balloon had flitted across the 
Australian scene for a brief moment only, but 
it left behind an important legacy upon which 
the country's great aviation history is based.0 
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SNIPER RIFLES 
By Warrant Officer 2 A. H. How den, 
Roval Australian Signals 

IT'S hard to believe that the Brits are opting 
to change. But for better or worse? They're 

thinking of replacing one of the world's best 
sniper rifles with a more modern one. 

What do 1 know about sniping? Very little. 
What do I know about accurate rifle perform
ance? I have some claims. I am not out to 
prove anyone's selection of the Parker Hale 
or any other rifle as being wrong, but to point 
out why the L42A1 (the Brit one for replace
ment) is potentially one of the best sniper rifles 
in the world. 

The Australian Defence Forces replaced their 
.303 sniper rifle with the Parker Hale Model 
80 about three years ago. 

L42A1 is the 7.62 mm-barrelled No. 4 ex-
.303 Service rifle. It is fitted with a ten round 
magazine and is, of course, of the receiver-
and-bolt type. 

For you to understand performance of the 
L42A1, I must firstly explain the difference in 
characteristics between rigid receivers with 
front-locking bolts (such as Parker Hale), and 
flexible receivers with rear-locking bolts (such 
as L42A1). 

As you can appreciate, nothing mass-pro
duced is ever 1000,o identical in every detail. 
Ammuni t ion, for instance, varies in so main' 
different ways (projectile, case, load; sizes, 
dimensions, weights, thicknesses, shape, etc) 
that variations in muzzle velocity occur. This 
variation, to the logical thinker, would mean 
that a lower-velocity projectile should have a 
lower trajectory than a faster one. This is true 
— in most rifles. 

However, there is a phenomena inherent in 
some rifle actions (such as the rear-locking 

flexible L42A1) known as " compensa t i on" . 
Quite basically, as a rifle is fired, the barrel 
vibrates. Vibration through the vertical plane 
is that which controls the elevation (or vertical 
displacement) of a group of shots fired. In 
rigid actions, the vibration is maintained at a 
set elevation, and any vertical displacement of 
shots may be attributed to variations in veloc
ity; this achieves good groups at short range, 
but dispersement increases proportionately at 
longer range. The L42Al ' s " c o m p e n s a t i o n " 
allows the barrel to vibrate in differing planes, 
so that vibration for a slower projectile is in 
a higher plane to that for a fast one. Variations 
in muzzle velocity are therefore allowed for 
automatically by the L42A1 itself; conversely, 
this results in wider groups at short range, but 
achieves very tight groups at long range (nor
mally at 900 to 1000 yards). (See diagram.) 

Admittedly, the Australian 7.62 mm am
munition is good, but there are many NATO 
countries (including Britain) where ammunit ion 
inconsistencies are common. 

Digressing, Small Arms School Corps UK 
(SASC) has been mailing three possible re
placement sniper rifles recently. One of them 
uses a high-velocity heavy-projectile steel-case 
round. Happy with its performance, SASC 
brought the rifle to the recent annual Bisley 
meeting for firing and showing-off. Almost 
unbelievably, the first shot dislodged one of 
the three locking lugs and cracked the other 
two. The firer in this case considered himself 
lucky; steel cases, obturat ion and moisture are 
another story. 

But why a high velocity round? Isn't 2800 
feet per second fast enough? Presumably, 
someone's attempt to replace experience with 
modern technology; but that is no answer. 
Nothing replaces experience where accurate 
shooting is concerned. 
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Legend: 

A. Firing Point 

B. Point of Aim (900 yds) 

Diagram (not to scale) 

1. Lower velocity 
2. Higher velocity 
3. Higher velocity 
4. Lower velocity 

Rigid action 
Rigid action 
L42A1 
L42A1 

Why replace at all? The reasons for replacing 
the L42A1, as far as I can gather, are only 
two; it 's getting too old, and it's an uncom
fortable rifle to fire. The obvious answer is to 
tool up and make more, and fit them with 
woodwork of the basic sporting/target shoot
ing variety (there are a number of options 
available). And a match-type trigger would 
help a lot, too. 

There is some coincidence that the I 42Al ' s 
enlarged group is at shorter range, and that it 
is enlarged vertically — a man is normally 
taller than he is wide. But the sniper's work 

will not normally be at very close range — he 
will need his group to be as tight as it can be 
the further away he is from his target. 

If I had to equip a team of snipers, I'd 
consider the British Army's discard L42Als to 
be the most cost-effective option. Convert the 
savings into ammunit ion, and we have a team 
of well-equipped, well-practised, experts. 

Our expertise in long-range rifle performance 
left us when the Defence Forces and the Rifle 
Associations parted some 25 years ago. It's a 
pity the Brits seem to be giving way as well .(I 

The author, Warrant Officer Bert Bon den, is a long-range target shooter of some renown, 
having within the past twelve months won two civilian Queen's Prize shoots and the Neii 
South Wales Rifle Association Grand Championship. He was also a member of the 1983 
Australian Army Rifle Team which recently competed at Bisley, UK. 
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THE FIRST 

INDOCHINA WAR 

1946 -1954 
WHY THE VIETNAMESE REVOLUTION
ARY MOVEMENT WAS FAR STRONGER 
IN THE NORTH T H A N IN THE SOUTH 
IN THE FIRST I N D O C H I N A WAR, 1946-
54 

By CAPT M.L.J. Hamilton-Smith. R \ hit 

" N o one can divide the children of the 
same family. No one can divide France. 
I ikewise no one can divide Vietnam". 1 

Ho Chi Minh 

This resolute claim by Ho Chi Minh, made 
in 1946 would seem, given the benefit of 
hindsight, to have been proven by the dramatic 
defeat of the Republic of South Vietnam in 
1975; however, the road to national identity 
has revealed many cracks since 1945. There is 
no doubt that strong historic, racial, cultural 
and political ties have bound the three parts 
of the country (Tonkin to the north, Annam 
in the centre, Cochin-China in the south) since 
Le Loi, the geat hero of Vietnamese history 
and the founder of the Le dynasty (1428-1527), 
recaptured control of the country from China 
and subsequently invaded the south (then 
known as Champa) in 1471'. It was to be 
another two hundred years before the Vietnam
ese finally settled the whole of its territory, ' 
so that by the time of the arrival of the French, 
spasmodic development had created a country 
of parochial loyalties rather than national 
identity. A profusion of contradictions follow, 
which confuse any study of the path to national 
unity and independence and which point to 
both common denominators and bland con
trasts in the relationship between the peoples 
of the north and south. 

Historically, Tonkin, with roots centuries 
old in the Chinese religious and cultural ethic, 
has always appeared to be the cornerstone of 
the Vietnamese ethos. The south on the other 
hand was only occupied by the northern 
Vietnamese after 1600% so that by the time 
the French first occupied Cochin-China in the 
1860s," they found it to be less densely popu
lated than Tonkin, with a culture which was 
less Confucian'' and more sectarian, containing 
a proliferation of religious sects, secret societies 
and vested interests. It was subsequently pen
etrated well before the north , which was not 
fully subdued by France until the mid-1880s" 
and which was found to be a more ordered 
religious and culturally established community . 
The entire country was at the time a place 
where a regional approach was especially nec
essary, due to the village-based rather than 
city-centred social structure." It is not surpriz
ing therefore that the new colonial regime 
found the more diverse and less ordered south 
an easier target for the assimilation of French 
culture and organization. 

From its very beginnings during the early 
1820s, the communist movement was an active 
opponent of French rule. A series of uprisings 
culminated in Feb. 19309 with a revolt led by 
the nationalist Viet Nam Quoc Dan Dang 
(VNQDD). The aftermath of repression, during 
which the French guillotined Nyogen Thai Hoc 
and thousands were killed or imprisoned, saw 
the virtual elimination of VNQDD leadership, 
leaving little middleground between the colo
nial regime and the growing Vietnamese com
munist movement.1 0 A later revolt by the 
communist movement in Sept. 1931 (consoli
dated as the Indo-Chinese Communis t Party 
— ICP — by Ho Chi Minh in Hong Kong in 
1930)" was less effectively quashed, many ICP 
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leaders escaping to the sanctuary of China and 
Russia, where some had been undergoing train
ing from as early as 1925, i : and where the 
fruits of the experience of the Soviet leaders 
were placed at their disposal. 

The popular front period of the mid 1930s, 
during which a socialist French government 
was in power, heralded further gains for the 
revolutionists who (particularly in Cochin-
China where the administration was less offi
cious and the politics were more free of colonial 
repression than in Tonkin and Annam) reverted 
to open political activity. The Trotskyites grad
ually became more successful in the Cochin-
China electoral battles than their ICP counter
pa r t s , " adding to the division of the revolu
tionary focus in the south. In Tonkin on the 
other hand, the Regional Committee began 
going underground from 1938 after the Munich 
crisis.14 In Annam the Regional Committee 
ordered cadres to withdraw into secrecy in late 
1939." In the south, however, the ICP vainly 
tried to operate scmi-legally into the early 
1940s"' and suffered when, in 1939, a change 
of government in Paris and the advent of the 
war in Europe prompted a new French crack
down and a wave of arrests. "Legal and semi
legal 1CP organs and cadre scurried for secrecy. 
In so doing, they rediscovered the Vietnamese 
countryside . . . The era of rural guerillas and 
of a much more extravagant nationalistic com
munism was at hand". 1" The Japanese Oc
cupation from 1942, ostensibly in co-operation 
with the French Vichy regime of Admiral 
Decoux, saw a number of social and political 
changes, some of which affected north and 
south differently. The inability to recruit man
power from France caused the number of 
Vietnamese in the middle and higher ranks of 
the civil service to be doubled in the period 
1940 to 1945.18 Some even became provincial 
chiefs. The French sought to consolidate and 
strengthen their control of the colons further 
by a series of cultural, educational and social 
initiatives designed to deny support to the 
Japanese and win to the allegiance of France 
the future post-war leaders of Vietnam. In 
four years (1939-44) 4,800 additional rural 
schools were created, the total number of 
students increasing from 450,000 in 1939 to 
700,000 in I9441", with particular attention 
being paid to Hanoi University. Similarly, over 
1,000 cadre staff and 8,600 youths participated 
in sports organizations. Combined, these 

groups added at least 500,000 :" young people 
to the mobilized populat ion, giving them ex
perience in organization and good discipline. 
Every step was taken to establish a pro-French 
Vietnamese elite even to the extent of the 
luxurious publication "Souvenirs et Notabili
ties de L'Indochine" containing pictures of 
prominent Vietnamese " sub j ec t s " for public 
notice.11 

The Japanese, for the main, were content 
until 1945 to leave the French administration 
to organize the country, having neither the 
resources nor the inclination to take over at 
the expense of their war effort. They did 
however retain a special interest in Cochin-
China where the terrain and situation lent itself 
to an effective base for guerilla operations in 
the event of an Allied invas ion . - To this end 
the Japanese competed with the French to 
guarantee the support of regional groups such 
as the Cao Dai and the Hoa H a o in an effort 
to achieve their goal of moulding " a political 
movement which would encompass both the 
rural folk religions and the parties which had 
developed among the more sophisticated urban 
p o p u l a t i o n " . a 

On 8 February 1941-4 Ho Chi Minh crossed 
the border from China to form the Viet Minh, 
and from a northern base subsequently devel
oped a broad, nationalist liberation programme 
with an extensive political organization. "The 
Viet Minh . . . preserved its au tonomy and 
strength over its rivals; principally the Kuom-
intang backed Dong Minh Hoi , by establishing 
more effective intelligence gathering units, and 
in December 1944 . . . began to create guerilla 
teams; starting with 34 men and growing to 
1000 by the time of the Japanese Coup de 
Force . . .-

The Japanese Coup de Force of 9th March 
1945 saw the French colonial regime disman
tled, conveniently removing for the Vietnamese 
their self-appointed masters and creating a 
political vacuum in which the a tmosphere was 
alive with a proliferation of parties and ideas. 
" M o s t however, were paper organizat ions, 
having neither a clear cut ideological direction, 
organizational structure, a programme of ac
tion, nor any substantial mass bas i s" . : 6 " T h e 
common experience of both the French and 
the Japanese was that the political parties, 
with the notable exception of the communis ts , 
were fractious and ineffective in mass political 
t e c h n i q u e s " . r 
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Prompted by the Japanese, the Bao Dai 
abrogated the French Treaty of Protection of 
1884 and proclaimed the independence of 
Annam (but not of Cochin-China). The Tran 
Trong Kim Government, established in April 
1945 : \ was unable to compete with the Viet 
Minh or to capitalize on the resurgence of 
nationalist sentiment. Based on the student 
and "bourgeois nat ional is t" empathies of the 
Dai Viet (formed in autumn 1940) the anti-
French spirit it manifested, "was emphatically 
not a rejection of French culture, but a result 
of their impatience at being blocked in their 
occupational mobility within the French-made 
f ramework" . M 

In the absence of any stronger power, the 
communists were best able to take advantage 
of the Japanese capitulation, particularly in 
the north , so when on the morning of August 
19, 1945 about 1,000 armed Viet Minh marched 
on Hanoi seizing control of the city, the Tran 
Trong Kim administration was caught com
pletely off guard."1 The 30,000 Japanese troops 
stationed in the vicinity of Hanoi ottered no 
resistance. On the 30 August 1945 ! | before a 
crowd of 500,000 Ho Chi Minh was able to 
proclaim the independence of the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam. Despite the fact that, 
with the exception of public demonstrat ions in 
Hanoi and Saigon, the politics of the August 
Revolution was a light competition between a 
handful of Vietnamese political figures and 
lacked mass action,12 the event proved the Bao 
Da i /Tran Trong Kim regime to completely 
lack a popular power base. The latter had 
settled for considerably less independence than 
they had hoped for, in return for a little more 
power then they " h a d ever h a d " . " Conversely 
the Viet Minh, already established as the 
leaders of the anti-Japanese resistance move
ment , had captured the spirit of nationalist 
fervour combining it skilfully with local griev
ances to form a broad, though still limited, 
appeal . 

In the south, the Japanese established and 
retained direct rule after the Coup de Force, 
a reflection of their strategic interest in the 
area.14 This thwarted local political initiatives 
leaving Cochin-China still officiallv French 
sovereign territory. Recognizing the need for 
support from indigenous groups in the event 
of a guerilla campaign, the Japanese took 
further steps to cultivate support from such 
anti-French groups as the Cao Dai and Hoa 

Hao, (although these groups had little power 
outside their own organizations") eventually 
arming and training some 3,000 members of 
the Cao Dai."' On July 2. 1945 the Advanced 
Youth Guard was formed under Japanese 
auspices by Dr. Pham Ngoc" in an effort to 
give political direction to Vietnamese youth so 
efficiently mobilized by the French. The effect 
of these measures was to further divide the 
communities in the south and split the nation
alist movement between the pro-Japanese and 
anti-Japanese."1 Cochin-China was eventually 
handed back to the Imperial Government at 
Hue on 8th August 1945'"' once the atomic-
blasts at Hiroshima and Nagasaki had sounded 
the knell for the Japanese. However, five 
valuable months had been lost, during which 
the political mobilization towards independ
ence had been retarded in the south by com
parison to the north. 

The situation was polarized further when, 
under the terms of the Potsdam conference, 
the country was arbitrarily divided at the 16th 
Parallel, and China and Britain were directed 
to disarm Japanese forces in the north and 
south respectively. Advance elements of Gen
eral Chiang Kai Chek's army, which was to 
swell to 125,000 during the seven month oc
cupation, began arriving in Hanoi on Septem
ber 9th, 1945.4" British troops entered Saigon 
on September 13th, 1945 releasing French 
troops and civilians held prisoner and eventu
ally rearming them. Despite post-war anti-
colonialist ideals amongst the Allied govern
ments, by December 1945, after a series of 
bloody confrontations between the French and 
Vietnamese (in which the British became partly 
involved) General Phillipe Leclerc's newly re
formed 5th Colonial Regiment had control of 
most towns in Vietnam south of the 16th 
Parallel.41 

By contrast in the north, the Chinese were 
not anxious to hasten the return of the French, 
keeping the 4,000 men of the French colonial 
army incarcerated in the citadel of Hanoi and 
refusing permission to about 5,000 French 
troops who had escaped the Coup de Force to 
return from South China until January 1946.4: 

The Chinese did however bring with them the 
formerly exiled leadership of the VNQDD and 
the Dong Minh Hoi, but these groups did not 
have the provincial organizations which the 
Viet Minh had constructed during the war, 
and the latter were able to establish themselves 
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as the dominant force in Tonkin and expand 
their political organization.45 From early 
1946, with the departure of the Chinese from 
the north, the Vietminh Government entered 
a period of negotiation and compromise with 
the French, aimed at preserving the hard-won 
national integrity of the new DRY. These 
efforts culminated with the Dalat and Fontai-
nebleau conferences but eventually failed, fol
lowing the proclamation by Admiral d 'Argen-
lieu of a Provincial Republic of Cochin-China J 4 

and, finally, on 23 November 1946, the bom
bardment of Haiphong by naval gunfire (dur
ing which at least 6,000 Yieinamese were killed) 
with subsequent landing of troops at Tourane 
and Nha Trang. These events were probably 
influenced by the failure of the Communist 
Party in France to obtain the majorit) hoped 
for at the first elections under the constitution 
of the Fourth Republic in November,43 never
theless the fact and style of the French return 
forced the Yiet Minn into the country areas 
where they became, jointly, a government in 
exile and a revolutionary council, thereby 
becoming the only feasible rallying point for 
nationalist feeling against the French. 

From this point the relative development of 
the revolutionary movement in the north and 
south is best examined on the basis of cultural, 
social, economic and military aspects rather 
than in chronological terms. In essence, by 
November 1946 the people of the north had 
experienced eighteen months of independence, 
albeit restrained by outside influences. Ho Chi 
Minn in his post-August 1945 propaganda, 
"was articulating the feeling, especially wide
spread in Northern Vietnam, that the expec
tations aroused by Western education and 
culture had remained dramatically unfulfilled 
by French colonialism".4 ' ' None of the com
munists opponents (even in the south) had a 
well-conceived plan for taking the lead of the 
independence movement;4" the Viet Minh sub
sequently operating almost unchallenged, were 
able to organize the discontented population 
freely via the subsidiary Democratic Party.4 '1 

To step back into colonial bondage following 
the events of 1945-46 must have seemed un
thinkable to most mobilized Tonkinese. 

In the south on the other hand, where the 
nationalist movement had been divided and 
harnessed after the Coup de Force, first by 
the Japanese and later by the French, the seeds 
had bravely sprouted. Although the Advanced 

Guard Youth led by Pam Ngoc Thack played 
a major role in fighting the French during the 
A u g u s t revolut ion,** the l a t t e r ' s e f fec t ive 
suppression, coupled with the myriad of sec
tarian interests, was always evident in the 
south, to divide the revolutionary forces. In 
the end, the catholic areas as well as the 
domains of the Cao Dai, Hoa Hao and the 
Binh Xugen were largely denied to the Viet 
Minh, their desire for regional au tonomy hav
ing an unsettling effect on revolutionary po
litics because their goals could be satisfied by 
less than full national independence.5 0 Al
though the success of the Viet Minh in the 
north was largely due to their ability to out
perform their competitors in meeting the needs 
for regional au tonomy, this process failed in 
the politically complex south. Like the Japa
nese, the revolutionary movement was unable 
to mould together fully the effectively orga
nized urban groups (a reflection of the political 
freedoms of the Popular Front period of the 
1930s) with the more widely organized sects in 
rural areas. 

This inability of the Viet Minh to form a 
broad front with broad goals, able to win the 
unorganized and dissatisfied in both urban and 
rural areas, was exacerbated by the fact that 
many groups had supported the Japanese dur
ing the occupation. An alliance after 1945 
between the former pro-Japanese and anti-
Japanese groups was not practicable as the 
latter had been too compromised to lead a 
movement and were suspicious/ 1 In joining 
with the French in 1948, the rural sects of 
Cochin-China and the catholics of Tonkin 
showed that regional au tonomy meant more 
than independence. The communists empha
sized organization and discipline, and would 
not tolerate factionalism or "w a r lo rd i sm" . 
"Th i s conflict lead to purges, betrayals, assas
sinations, executions . . . in brief to the total 
disruption of the anti-colonial f o r c e s " . - To 
succeed would have required "meet ing the 
demands of sect autonomy and the aspirations 
of the urban parties while enforcing enough 
discipline upon both groups to achieve tactical 
effect iveness". ' ' As it happened, the Com
munist leaders Tran Van Guau and, later, 
Nguyen Binh eventually alienated the Cao Dai 
sect (two million in 1954) who were dominant 
in the Toy Ninh area of north west Saigon, 
leaving them to negotiate with the French on 
a degree of autonomy and the creation of a 
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self defence force. Also " l o s t " were the Hoa 
Hao sect (1.5 million in 1954) who were 
predominant in the Can Thu-Bassoc River area 
of the Mekong Delta. Their leader Tran Van 
Soai entered into agreement with the French 
in March 1947.54 

A further obstacle to Viet Minh success was 
the opposition of a French-sponsored Vietnam
ese elite of landowners, intellectuals, merchants 
and administrators carefully nurtured by colo
nial administration during the Japanese inter
regnum. "These were colonially created elites 
loyal to France (particularly in the south), 
among landowners, professionals, party poli
ticians who had participated in pre-war elec
tions, and those granted French c i t izenship" ." 
Many of these personnel would lose from a 
Viet Minh-lead independence and sought to 
perpetuate French dominance. For example, 
out of the 6,000,000 inhabitants of the Tonkin 
Delta before 1940 there were 965,000 land
owners, while in the Mekong Delta there were 
only 255,000 out of 4.000,000 inhabitants. In 
the south the large landowners (more than 50 
hectares) and over were only 9.6% of the total 
number of landowners, yet they owned nearly 
65 .5% of the arable land in the provinces. 
38% of all landowners had to share only 3 .3% 
of the land."'' It is one of the many contradic
tions of the time that , al though such wealthy 
southern landowners and their French-educated 
families could oppose the Viet Minh, the 
economically exploited rural workforce and 
small landholder looked to parochial and re
gional leadership instead of combined mass 
action directed against their exploiters. 

It is important to note that the south has 
traditionally been seen as the "rice bowl" of 
Vietnam. From 1943, with northern rice paddy 
converted to jute and peanut oil to support 
the Japanese war effort, and with allied bomb
ing prohibiting the flow of food from south 
to north , a famine which continued for several 
years brought about the death of over two 
million Vietnamese,"' predominantly in the 
north. In Hanoi , 

" A t 12.00 noon and 5.00 p .m. daily, oxcarts 
made their regular runs. Their mission was 
to collect dead and dying bodies piling up 
on the pavement or at street corners. These 
were dumped, sometimes still protesting, into 
mass graves outside the city l imits".5 8 

It was within this background that the Viet 
Minh in the north rallied against the French 

in 1946, forming "burn the granar ies" com
mittees later to be developed into " l ibe ra t ion" 
committees, in famine-affected areas where 
their support was invariably strongest. Eco
nomic stability in the south relative to hard
ships in the north appears as a recurring factor 
(eg. the south benefited too, from a rubber 
boom during the 1950s brought about by the 
Korean war) in explaining why there was a 
greater pressure for change in the north. 

Perhaps one of the major reasons for the 
strength of the revolutionary movement in the 
north lies in the strategic and military necess
ities of a protracted war of liberation. In a 
"letter to the Cadres from the South Vietnam 
Regrouped in the N o r t h " , in June 1956, Ho 
Chi Minh made it clear that, 

"The North is the foundation, the root of 
the struggle for complete national liberation 
and the re-unification of the country." 5 9 

Though he was speaking after 1954 it is clear 
there were very sound military and practical 
reasons for basing Viet Minh military opera
tions in the north. Hanoi had, after all, seen 
the main action during the August revolution, 
the proclamation of the DRV and the subse
quent forceful return of the French; in essence 
the people were " b l o o d e d " and ready to resist, 
though support in the early days of 1946-47 
was by no means overwhelming. The subse
quent operations of 1947 and 1948 proved the 
Viet Minh could survive safely in the remote 
Viet Bac region, from which they could ulti
mately control more of the country than the 
French."1 From that region General Giap's 
forces were close to resupply lines to China, a 
factor of increasing importance following Mao 
Tse Tung's victory in 1948 (stores provided 
increased from 250 tons in 1952 to 1,500 tons 
in 1954).M In any event, it was clear that a 
decisive victory in the north would make the 
French position untenable and that effort might 
best concentrate on that goal. Operations in 
Cochin-China on the other hand were difficult 
to control, despite radio communicat ions. 

The distance and dangers from possible 
French interception made command, liaison 
and resupply to the south extremely tenuous. 
The French had by a variety of methods divided 
the revolutionary movement. An extensive and 
comparatively well-developed system of com
munications and roads gave the French a high 
degree of tactical mobility in response to any 
threat. There were also, the traditional attitudes 
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of suspicion and distrust which have always 
been important factors in attitudes between 
the two halves of the count ry . " Even " the 
status of Cochin-China as French sovereign 
territory still counted for something among 
local educated Vietnamese, reinforcing regional 
sentiment — or at least regional apathy towards 
the fate and aspirations of Tonkin".6-

Whilst the communist-led forces in the south 
had relatively few arms the Japanese, and later 
the French, had armed the Cao Dai and 
Advanced Guard Youth and to a lesser extent 
the Hoa Hao and Binh Xugen. The French 
had similarly armed and paid virtual private 
armies to shoot Viet Minh on sight (eg. Colonel 
Jean Leroy).64 The movement in the south 
could expect little physical support from the 
north and in fact the converse applied, the 
south being expected to provide manpower 
and logistic support to the war effort in the 
north, thereby giving the leaders in Cochin-
China greater leverage with those in the north.65 

On the matter of leadership it is apparent that 
no leader of the stature of Ho Chi Minh, 
Pham Van Dong or Giap emerged in Cochin-
China to gather the movement. Ho sent Phom 
Van Dong and Pham Ngoc Thac in 1949 to 
appeal to the south but it was too late, the 
system of control was too weak.''6 The fact 
that the northern leadership had predominantly 
been raised in Tonkin and Annam must also 
have contributed to their willingness to accept 
that the war must be won in the North. After 
all, the party in Tonkin was experienced in 
operating underground, whereas their southern 
colleagues, who had enjoyed the open existence 
of the French Popular Front period in the 
1930s, (where many had been elected to local 
government) were less prepared. The weight 
of these obstacles compelled Giap to rule out 
two-pronged operations based from Annam 
and accept that the war be fought in the north. 
It is comment enough on the strength of the 
Viet Minh in the south to note that no 
engagements of more than company strength 
(on the Viet Minh side) were fought there.67 

In summary it becomes apparent that al
though Vietnamese between 1946-54 unmistak
ably saw themselves as one country and one 
people, there were significant regional differ
ences, the result of separate and random 
development in the south from the seventeenth 
century onwards — differences which made 
the south more adaptable and vulnerable to 

penetration by the French and Japanese. By 
1945 southerners tended to see the north as 
over zealous and slightly uncivilized in their 
readiness to do without the good things in 
life,68 possibly even a little spartan. The north 
in turn saw their compatriots as too individu
alist and flippant on vital issues. Vested with 
regional interests the people of the south, 
subjected to Japanese interference during the 
war and French coercion after it, were not 
given the same opportunity for political devel
opment between the Japanese Coup de Force 
and the return of the colonial power. On the 
other hand, the revolutionary movement in the 
North, first under Japanese and later under 
Chinese auspices, was able to declare the DRV 
and introduce the country to independence 
without serious competit ion, only to be harshly 
thwarted by the returning French. 

Exacerbated by famine and facing the prac
tical military problems of mounting a pro
tracted war of liberation with limited human 
and material resources, the Viet Minh were 
left w ith no real choice but to base their efforts 
in the North. Lacking dynamic leadership, the 
movement in the south "no t only faced more 
autonomous and capable political groups than 
existed in the north, but they also had no 
instruments of power of their own to bring 
them under cont ro l" . 6 9 The prime mover for 
success in the north may well lie deep within 
the Vietnamese cultural and religious ethic 
which was undoubtedly more ingrained in the 
north. 

"Confucianism is but one example of the 
human tendencies to desire order in society 
and to seek to discipline the individual accord
ing to principles whose first appeal is to the 
intellect, rather than the heart. Is not com
munism equally an example of the same tend
ency? If it is admitted to be such, then perhaps 
communism has a similar appeal to the Viet
namese mind and to a similar sort of Vietnam
ese person"."" 

Woodside adds a further perspective by 
pointing out that: 

" O n e reaction, represented by Cao Dai, 
expressed itself in a search for, and at
tempted recovery of, a lost social equilib
rium, by means of spiritualism and a reform 
of personal habits in such matters as sex, 
business practices, methods of worship and 
personal relations. The second reaction, the 
communist one, expressed itself in the belief 
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that social equilibrium itself was mythical, 
undesirable, exploitative, and 'feu
dal' . . . the former considered social stabil
ity to be a great good, and claimed the 
colonialists had destroyed it, while the com
munists considered it to be a selfish fiction 
of first the dynasties and then colonialism, 
designed to obscure the circumstances and 
issues of class war.""1 

Vietnam is a land of contradictions. To 
assume on the basis of events from 1946-54 
that the differences between the people of the 
north and south are substantial would be 
unwise. In the most part, such differences were 
the direct or indirect result of foreign inter
vention in one form or another, and in partic
ular the advent of World War 11. Had neither 
occurred, Vietnam would have a very different 
story to tell. I) 
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A MATTER 
Of 

PRIDE has a bad reputation. The Bible says 
that it is "hateful in the eyes of God and 

m a n " . The Good Book also warns, in a much-
misquoted phrase, that "pr ide goeth before 
destruction, and an haughty spirit before a 
fall". When, in the 6th century A .D . , St. 
Gregory the Great drew up his list of the seven 
deadly sins he placed pride at the vers top. 

You will look long and hard for a good 
word about pride in the Oxford Dictionary, 
which gives as its first definition, "Unduly 
high opinion of one 's own qualities, merits, 
etc.; arrogant bearing or conduc t " . Only after 

Pride is a critical element in human affairs. 
Depending on both quantity and quality, it 
can either be a kill or a cure. Here we 
analyse this most perplexing emotion. The 
overriding question is whether it is de
served . . . 

it has noted that "p r ide of p lace" is "exalted 
position, consciousness of this, a r rogance , " 
does the dictionary concede that pride might 
have anything going for it. Proper pride, it 
tells us, is a "sense of what befits one 's 
position, preventing one from doing [an] un
worthy th ing . " 

All of which gets us only so far as to 
conclude that pride must be one of the most 
ambiguous words in the language. If it is such 
an evil, w i n , we ma> ask, have we been urged 
from childhood to take pride in ourselves and 
our associations — our family, community , 
nat ion, etc.? 

What is this thing called pride? Or is it really 
two things, one a poison and one a tonic to 
the human spirit? Let us look at the negative 
side first, since pride is more often condemned 
than not in the accumulated wisdom of man
kind. 

It is easy to see why pride should be frowned 
upon in religious circles. If there is one concept 
common to all creeds, it is that the individual 
must humble himself before the eternal and 
almighty; as the Book of Ecclesiasticus put it, 
"P r ide was not made for m e n " . Hence the 
overweening pride that raises the individual 
above anything and anybody else is intrinsically 
deplorable. One need not be religious to rec
ognize this. In their family and other close 
relationships, people who think of themselves 
as supreme beings can cause endless trouble 
and pain. 

Egomaniacs are not, of course, the only 
ones whose pride can play havoc with their 
personal lives. It can happen to anyone. When 
pride gains the upper hand, it raises near-
insurmountable barriers between otherwise rea
sonable human beings. The psychiatrists and 
marriage counsellers of today may have a 
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fancier word for it, but pride is the culprit in 
many of the problems that are brought to their 
doors. 

The trouble with pride in our intimate 
relationships is that one person's pride may 
clash with another's. Attacks on a person's 
self-esteem invariably invite counter-attacks. 
Anyone who has ever been in a serious lover's 
quarrel knows what a hurtful game the tit-for-
tat pricking of pride can deteriorate into. In 
this context, Carl Sandburg struck a true note 
when he warned: "Look out when you use 
proud words/When you let proud words go, 
it is not easy to call them back/They wear 
long boots, hard boots." 

Jane Austen understood; she did not name 
her immortal novel Pride and Prejudice for 
nothing. In it, the two principal characters 
discover that when they overcome their pride, 
their troublesome prejudices are subdued. As 
with individuals, so with groups. Pride breeds 
the prejudices that pit them senselessly against 
one another, in the epic family feuds of the 
Scottish Highlands, Sicily, and the American 
hill country of the Hatfields and McCoys, two 
members of the opposing clans might lay eyes 
on each other only once — when they tried to 
kill each other. Such is the blindness of pride. 

More generally, pride is what makes some 
people think that they are inherently better 
than others, and to despise those "others" 
merely because of their race, nationality, social 
class, or religion. It is the germ of bigotry, 
one of the worst conditions to afflict the 
human race. Nations have been torn apart by 
the hatred bigotry engenders. It has even led 
to that ultimate breakdown in civilization, 
global war. 

National Pride 
In her aptly-titled book, The Proud Tower, 

Barbara Tuchman told of how stubborn na
tional pride put an end to the benign belle 
epoque of the late nineteenth and early twen
tieth centuries. Germans at the turn of the 
century regarded themselves as superior to any 
other nationality in culture, science, and mili
tary prowess. This did not sit well, to say the 
least, with the French, who were convinced 
that they were superior in such matters. The 
French, moreover, were still smarting from the 
humiliation of their defeat at the hands of the 
Germans in the war of 1870. Thev tended to 

sec this as an historical aberration that must 
be redressed. 

Puffed up with the nationalistic vainglory 
of his generation, the French author Charles 
Peguy wrote in 1910: "When a great war or 
a great revolution breaks out it is because a 
great people, a great race, needs to break out, 
because it has had enough, particularly enough 
of peace." Soon a great war did break out, 
and poor Peguy, who had once written a 
chauvinistic biography of Joan of Arc, became 
a victim of his own patriotic ardour. He was 
killed in the battle of the Marnc in 1914. 

National pride had filled the powder keg, 
and it was national pride that exploded it. The 
Austro-Hungarian Empire was outraged when 
a Serbian fanatic shot and killed the heir to 
its throne. Little Serbia's own pride would not 
permit it to accede to Austria-Hungary's bul
lying ultimatum in the aftermath of the assas
sination. And so 10 million people were killed, 
20 million were wounded, and the political 
map of the world was changed for all time. 

Amidst the strut and clamour of the early 
years of World War I, a lonely voice of reason 
was raised. "There is such a thing as a man 
too proud to fight. There is such a thing as a 
nation being so right that it does not need to 
convince others by force that it is right," said 
United States President Woodrow Wilson. 
Still, Wilson's efforts to keep his nation out 
of the conflict ended in failure. The chief 
reason was that, by insisting on the right to 
torpedo U.S. ships trading with the allies, the 
Germans fatally insulted American national 
pride. 

Personal Pride and Dignity 
Wilson did, though, succeed in putting his 

finger on the paradox of pride, which is that 
the stronger it is, the less it needs to be 
exercised. A person endowed with plenty of 
the right kind of pride can afford a measure 
of humility. "As if true pride were not also 
humble!" exclaimed Robert Browning. Mon
taigne concurred: "One can be humble out of 
pride." 

When pride and humility merge, the result 
is dignity. Dignified people are able to turn 
the other cheek; indeed, their dignity sometimes 
will permit them to do nothing else. Dignity-
is resilient: it can bend without snapping, 
allowing its possessors to defer effortlessly to 
others. It stands up well against adversity and 
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misfortune: an experience that might be a 
crushing humiliation to others is, to a dignified 
person, merely a signal to start over and do 
better. When Johannes Brahms' First Piano 
Concerto was booed at its premiere perform
ance, the composer was duly disappointed. But 
he wrote to a friend: "I honestly think this is 
the best thing that could have happened. It 
forces me to buckle down, and it builds up 
courage . " 

"Though pride is not a virtue, it is the 
parent of many other vir tues ," wrote M. C. 
Collins. It fills this role by making it gratifying 
to have other traits of character that are 
admirable in themselves — traits like integrity, 
courage, diligence and generosity. To be proud 
of one's own good qualities is both normal 
and justified. As the wise and sometimes 
cynical old courtier the Due de La Rochefou
cauld incisively observed: " I t is as proper to 
be proud of ourselves as it is improper to 
proclaim it to the wor ld . " 

Standards of Character, and Honesty 
This inner pride is the enforcer of self-

imposed standards of character. It lessens the 
need for laws and conventions to dictate what 
one should and should not do. If there were 
no self-imposed standards, if all human be
haviour had to be governed by legal or social 
strictures, society would be in a shambles. We 
should be thankful that most people have 
sufficient pride in themselves to prevent them 
from running wild. 

Standards of character and honesty go to
gether, l a i r and trustworthy conduct comes 
naturally to people who are too proud of their 
reputation to put themselves in a bad light. 
Truly proud people do not break promises; 
they cannot. Their pride will not permit them 
to go back on their word. 

Similarly, people with high standards of 
character are loath to do less than their best 
in their personal and working lives. This is 
most readily apparent in what is known as 
pride of craftsmanship. It prevents men and 
women from doing inferior work if they can 
help it. It too is related to honesty — to the 
concept of a good day's work for a good day's 
pay. 

Craftsmanship is a word that evokes visions 
of violin makers, silversmiths, jewellers and 
the like, but it need not be confined to exquisite 
handiwork. It can flourish in homes, in offices, 

in factories, in schools. It has less to do with 
the nature of a job than with the care and 
effort that go into it. A housewife who keeps 
her home immaculate may take as much pride 
in her work as the most highly-skilled artisan 
— and so she should. 

Unlike the craftsmen of old, however, mod
ern workers rarely have the opportunity to 
make a product from start to finish. Their 
efforts are usually directed towards providing 
the bits and pieces that go into a product or 
putting them together in the end. Still, pride 
in work can survive in any atmosphere provided 
the individual worker has a craftsmanlike 
attitude. "1 never felt as if I had to back out 
the door with my paycheck," a foundry worker 
recently said when he retired. 

"Be a cobbler, but be the best in L o n d o n , " 
a man is said to have advised his son. The 
reason for striving for excellence in your work, 
whatever it may be, is a harmlessly selfish one. 
It is that to do a job surpassingly well generates 
a pleasurable glow of pride — what young 
people would call a " h i g h " nowadays. On the 
other hand, it is an emotional let-down to turn 
out work that you know is not as good as it 
could be. 

Collective Pride and Martial Pride 
In the world of organizations, however, it 

is sometimes difficult to summon up pride in 
one's own work if there is no collective pride 
in the organization. It is a key task of good 
management to conduct the organization's 
affairs in a way in which its people can be 
proud. People seem to have a collective need 
to identify with something bigger than them
selves; even rebels will band together in move
ments. And they want to be able to point to 
that identification with pride. 

Collective pride resembles pride of crafts
manship in that it arises from doing something 
well, but it takes the form of doing something 
well together with others rather than individ
ually. It is pride in one's colleagues as much 
as in oneself. Another difference is that it is 
anything but quiet pride — it is indeed pro
claimed to the world. 

It is at its most spectacular in military units, 
in which its presence or absence may mean 
life or death. " W e had a good soldierly conceit 
of ourselves," Field Marshal Sir William Slim 
wrote of the unit he commanded at the outset 
of World War 11, the 10th Indian Division. 
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To this thoughtful general was handed the 
challenge of restoring the morale of the British 
and Indian troops who had taken a savage 
mauling from the seemingly invincible Japanese 
Army in Burma. He did so by nurturing their 
collective pride. 

In his memoirs, Defeat Into Victory, Slim 
articulately told of how his t roops ' confidence 
in themselves rose to the point where they went 
out and tore a determined and resourceful 
enemy to pieces. "1 do not say that the men 
of the Fourteenth Army welcomed difficulties, 
but they took a fierce pride in overcoming 
them by determination and ingenuity," he 
wrote. 

One feature of martial pride is pride in 
appearance, which explains the spit and polish 
and parades that recruits find so onerous. It 
is an interesting point that when people lose 
their pride, their appearance is usually the next 
thing to go. A film director seeking instant 
identification of a character who has gone to 
seed would, as a matter of course, dress him 
shabbily and untidily and make sure that he 
was rather dirty. So pride in appearance is 
more than vanity; it is a necessary preservative 
of self-respect. 

The Janus Face of Pride 
The Skid Rows and red light districts of this 

world are full of people who have lost their 
self-respect, which can be defined as personal 
pride within reason. W. Somerset Maugham 
frequently wrote about such specimens — 
drunkards , beachcombers, remittance men, 
prostitutes. Maugham recognized the Janus 
face of pride. In his short story, " T h e Back 
of Beyond" , we find an older man advising a 
younger one to try to subordinate his feelings 
and go on living with the wife who had been 
unfaithful to him. A chronically unhappy man 
himself, Maugham nevertheless understood 
that happiness can be destroyed by either too 
little or too much personal pride. 

It is not only a question of quantity but of 
quality. The degree of quality depends on 
whether it is justified, not in your own eyes, 
but in those of your peers. We are all ac
quainted with people who have an elevated 
opinion of themselves which is not deserved 
by objective standards. Self-delusion is one of 
pride's most noxious side-effects. To avoid it 
we should ask ourselves: What have I done to 
be so proud? 

A Hazardous Substance to be Careful ly 
Watched 

Material success alone does not provide a 
valid answer. On the contrary, if success is 
achieved through the kind of single-minded 
drive that precludes the feelings of others, it 
may be nothing to be proud of at all. When 
it is too self-centred, pride is at best ridiculous 
and at worst disastrous. It is at its best when 
it takes in a much broader picture than one's 
own head. 

But collective pride is not necessarily a good 
thing either. It too must be deserved. Being 
born into a certain family in a certain com
munity of a certain religion or race is not in 
itself anything to be proud of. Belonging to a 
family, a community, a country, a religion 
and race — and playing a useful role in 
furthering its best interests — is a real reason 
to be proud. 

Pride should be treated, then, as a sort of 
hazardous substance, dangerous in excess or 
if it is not of the best quality. It has to be 
weighed and analysed from time to time. The 
acid test of whether it is a force for good or 
ill in your life is whether you have earned it. 
If you can honestly say that you have, then 
you are entitled to all the pride you can h o l d . y 

This article is reprinted from The Royal Bank 
Letter. Vol 64, No 3, May / June 1983, The 
Roval Bank of Canada . 
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IT was early in 1961 thai 1 first became aware 
of Austral ia 's connection with the island of 

Cyprus during the Second World War. At thai 
time 1 was a member of Professor Stewart 's 
archaeological expedition to Cyprus and had 
already been on the island for over six weeks, 
li was our habit during weekends to visit sites 
and scenes within a day's reach of Tjiklos, the 
property we stayed on near Kyrenia on the 
north coast, and in February over twenty years 
ago I and my companions found ourselves on 
the road to Buffavento, a medieval castle 
spectacularly located on the crest of the Kyrenia 
Range. We had left Tjiklos by car and crossed 
the range so as to ascend the southern foothills 
from the Mesaoria, the central plain, towards 
Buffavento, which had been used by the Lu-
signan kings of the 14th century AL) as a 
summer residence. The dirt route we wended 
our way along was no doubt the same as that 
taken by the French royal family who ruled 
Cyprus from the capital, Nicosia, some five 
hundred years ago, and it passed through the 
village of Koutsovendis, a natural stopping 
place for refreshment. Our dalliance there took 
a different form to that of the earlier European 
travellers, who bequeathed to the inhabitants 
the blue eyes found in some of the children, 
for we contented ourselves with coffee in a 
traditionally-built mud brick 'kapheneion ' near 
the central square. It was then that I noticed 
on the shelves behind us a most unexpected 
and incongruous sight: a number of tins of 
Australian bully beef. 

1 thought no more about the way in which 
this typically Australian meat product could 
have come to rest in an old-fashioned village 
well off the beaten track, until David McNicoll 
published in the Bulletin of 27 January 1981 
a commentary on Volume 4 of Documents on 
Australian Foreign Policy July 1940-June 1941, 
edited by W. J. Hudson and H. J. W . Stokes. 
In thai article he recalled his service in Cyprus 
as a member of the 7th Division Cavalry 
Regiment in 1941. After that account had 
appeared a new chapter in Australian wartime 
history opened up to me, as 1 discovered a 
number of other references to the presence of 
Australian troops in the island in 1941. The 
most diverting report was published anony
mously by serviceman NX52009 in Active 
Service with Australia in the Middle East, 
published by the Australian War Memorial , 
Canberra , in 1941. 

Alan Moorehead, the noted Australian jour
nalist and author1 , visited Cyprus in mid-1941 
and recorded in his book Mediterranean Front 
that he had lunched with the Govenor , Sir 
William Battershill. Sir William's daughter , 
Mrs Jane d 'Arcy, who now lives in Canberra 
and is a volunteer guide at the War Memoria l , 
has generously given me access to her father 's 
unpublished autobiography. I have also con
sulted the War Diary of the 7th Division 
Cavalry Regiment in the War Memorial , to 
whose library staff I am grateful for their 
assistance. And to complete this list of coin
cidences, Professor Stewart, leader of the 
expedition to Cyprus in 1961, was himself a 
l ieu tenant in the Cyprus Regiment which 
fought the Germans in Crete, where he was 
taken prisoner with his Cypriote troops in 
1941. 
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How, then, did a unit of Australian troops 
happen to be despatched to Cyprus in the early 
years of World War 11? In April 1941 it 
became clear to Churchill that a heavy airborne 
attack by German troops would soon be made 
on Crete. This gave rise to legitimate fears 
that the Germans had designs on Cyprus and 
Syria as well, for their loss to the enemy would 
have had grave implications for the war effort 
in North Africa and the vital sea transport 
through the Suez Canal. Prior to the war, the 
island's garrison had consisted of no more 
than 200 men and was intended to deal with 
internal disturbances only. At the outbreak of 
war in 1939, British troops amounted to less 
than a full company but were shortly after
wards made up to battalion strength. They 
were in turn supplemented early in 1940 by a 
French marine regiment, whose departure when 
France fell left the allied forces again very thin 
on the ground. The prospect of a German 
attack on Crete had, however, its repercussions 
on Cyprus , for reinforcements were quickly 
despatched. First came three fighter aircraft 
(the first seen in Cyprus during the war), and 
then the Australian 7th Division Cavalry Reg
iment, which arrived by ship in Famagusta on 
5 May 1941 from Egypt. 

This Australian unit was only just over 450 
strong and bought with it 15 light tanks; 2 
carriers; and 45 trucks, lorries and cars. They 
shared the garrison duty with I /Sherwood 
Foresters, " C " Special Service Battalion (Com
mandos) , a battalion of Cypriotes and a troop 
of field artillery. This allied force was pathet
ically small, numbering no more than 1500 
men, and the source of anxiety to Menzies, 
the Australian Prime Minister at the time, who 
argued to Churchill on 4 June that "Cyprus 
must 'e i ther be abandoned or reinforced to the 
point at which it be held. Public opinion would 
be greatly strained by what would be regarded 
as a useless sacrifice of an inadequate force ." 
Churchill , however, was not to be swayed by 
these arguments , for he saw the allied troops 
in Cyprus as a "deterrent to anything but a 
fairly substantial hostile scale of attack. If the 
enemy comes in force before we have got hold 
of Syria, then the 1500 men on Cyprus will 
have to lake to the mountains , which are 
rugged and high, and there maintain a guerilla 
(force) as long as possible" . These were proph
etic words in the light of EOKA's tactics only 
ten years later. Nevertheless, the Commander 

of the Australian regiment was much less 
sanguine about the outlook, for his first warn
ing order stated that enemy attack by airborne 
troops was considered to be imminent. 

In the event, and fortunately for the garrison 
and the Cypriote people, no major assault was 
ever launched against Cyprus. The main reason 
was the heavy losses sustained by the German 
invasion of Crete. Though ultimately success
ful, the Germans decided that they would not 
attempt a similar operation in Cyprus, believing 
that the garrison would be reinforced. Instead 
they suggested to the Italians a seaborne attack 
by night from the Dodecanese, but nothing 
came of this proposal. There were, neverthe
less, daily visits by recce planes from German-
held airfields, and occasional bombings, and 
Alan Moorehead arrived in time for the first 
air raid on Nicosia. It was carried out by the 
Italians and described by Moorehead as a half
hearted affair. In the end, though the danger 
to Cyprus was over, Field Marshal Auchinleck 
decided to send to the island the 50th Division, 
then arriving from England, and to replace 
the Australian Regiment with the 3rd Hussars. 
This movement was completed on 29 August. 
The Australian unit left Famagusta by ship on 
17 August 1941 for Haifa and, according to 
one account, the feelings of the troops were 
mixed. " W e wanted to get back to our cobbers 
on the mainland. We hated to leave Cyprus 
where, despite the endeavours of Capronis and 
J .U. 88s, we had had a wonderful t ime ." 

It is not difficult to imagine what Cyprus 
must have meant to the Australian garrison 
force. Though the soldiers were kept on the 
alert, carried out training exercises continually, 
and even occasionally suffered from boredom, 
they obviously indulged in some of the special 
attractions which the island had, and still has, 
to offer the visitor. As McNicoll observes, 
" W e couldn' t believe our good fortune — 
golden beaches, green mountains , friendly peo
ple, historic old towns, mysterious castles, and 
pleasant cool little taverns where the wine was 
cheap and the food was g o o d " . The Australian 
troops evidently knew nothing about Cyprus. 
They learned quickly. Their first guidance was 
provided by the Routine Orders issued on the 
day of their arrival in Cyprus. It made the 
following points: 

" 5 . Brothels. These are in Farmagusta (sic). 
For their own protection troops are warned 
to avoid all women. 
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6. Alcohol. Local spirits are cheap and dan
gerous, and their sale is forbidden. Local 
wine is cheap and good. Imported beer is 
dear (sic). 

7. Amusements. Cinema and cabarets are in 
bounds. 

8. General. Beware of snakes. The grey va
riety are venomous. Exercise fire control." 

Other than the snakes, the Australian sol
diers appear to have avoided nothing. The 
anonymous correspondent NX52009 said that 
the language situation took about a week to 
master, and the Australians soon settled down. 
Drink was a potent instructor. "Those bars!" 
he exclaimed, "after the first poor effect of 
finding an island where brandy cost two shill
ings a bottle and wine sixpence a bottle, we 
began to study the products of the country in 
a scientific way. When we go back to Australia, 
there will be many experts among us who 
previously did not know a sherry from a 
sauterne." 

Above all, an instant rapport was established 
between the Australian troops and the people 
living on the island. Our Diggers, like all other 
Australian visitors to the island ever since, 
were overwhelmed by the traditional Cypriote 
hospitality. Everywhere they went — and each 

day mobile Australian patrols moved around 
the island until they became a familiar sight 
in the remotest corners — they were met with 
friendly greetings, a wave of the hand, gifts 
from villagers, and general helpfulness and co
operation. It was an innocent and idyllic time. 
According to the anonymous soldier, "We 
made friends in Cyprus, good friends. In the 
British community, and also among the Cyp-
riots — particularly the shopkeepers and the 
police. We shall not easily forget the police 
band. They sent to Egypt especially to get the 
music of 'Waltzing Matilda' to play to us. 
And we shall not forget those soft moonlit 
Cyprus nights, when we listened to that band 
playing under the pine trees". There was, as 
Alan Moorehead remarked, "an essential vil-
lageness about everything, that would not and 
could not absorb the possibility of war." 

Nevertheless, Moorehead had a theory that 
"the waiting for war was a worse strain than 
actually being in war, so that Malta in the 
midst of gunfire might be fundamentally a 
happier place than Cyprus, where the people 
merely dreaded and waited". In any case, for 
the 7th Division Cavalry Regiment, such peace
ful interludes were few and far between, and 
the grim realitv of war soon returned. The 
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officer in command of the Regiment in Cyprus, 
Lieutenant Colonel Logan, was himself sub
sequently killed in action in December 1942. 
Of that Australian passage through the island 
there were only rare souvenirs. I never saw or 
heard of any fair-haired children who could 
be connected with our troops' recreation, 
though NX52009 spoke approvingly of the 
pretty girls they met, and the Island of Venus 
lived up to its reputation with a vengeance; 
but 1 did come across those very mature tins 

THE ROYAL UNiTED SERVICES 
INSTITUTE OF AUSTRALIA 

FIRST NATIONAL SEMINAR 

DEFEND AUSTRALIA '83 

PROCEEDINGS 
The Seminar was held in Sydney on 14 and 15 
October 1983. The topics covered included: 

Australia's Security and Environment 
Public Perceptions of Defence in 

Australia 
The Profession of Arms 
Force Structure Consideration 
Defence Industry Aircraft, Ship Building 

and Electronics 
Defence Infrastructure: Transportation 
The Government's Plans for Defence 

The speakers included: The Governor-General, 
General Sir John Hackett, Mr Paul Dibb, Mr 
Max Newton, Rt. Hon. Ian Sinclair M.P., 
Admiral Sir Anthony Synnot, Hon. Gordon 
Scholes M.P., Minister for Defence and Sir 
Peter Abeles. 

Copies of the Proceedings are available for 
$10 from: 

Defence Australia 83 Proceedings, 
P.O. Box 1085, 
CANBERRA, A.C.T. 2601! 

of Australian bully beef in a small and remote 
village some twenty years ago in Cyprus. I 
wonder if they are still there. W 

This article was originally delivered as a talk 
by Robert S. Merrillees, who appeared as 
'Saturday Guest' on 15 May 1982, at 7.1? pm 
on ABC Radio 2, Australia. 

Note: I. Alan Moorehead, CBE, OA died in 
October 1983 at the age of 73. — Ed. 
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Nominat ions may be made on behalf of any Australian 
citizen on the nominat ion forms freely available from the 
State HQ of the RSI in your Slate or Territory whose 
addresses are shown below . 

VICTORIA: RSL HQ, 4 Collins Street, Melbourne, Victoria. 3000 
NSW : RSI. HQ, 26. 36 College Street. Sydney, N.S.W. 2000 
SA: RSL HQ, Angas Street, Adelaide, S.A. 5000 
WA: RSL HQ, C.PO Box CI28, Perth, W.A. 6001 
QLD: RSL HQ, ANZAC House, W ickham Terrace, Brisbane, 

Qld. 4000 
ACT: RSL HQ, GPO Box 708, Canberra. 2601 
PNG: RSL HQ, PO Box 8, Lae, P.N.G. 
TAS: RSI HQ, 70 Davey Street, Hobarl, Tasmania. 7000 

Dr Robert S. Merrillees is a career Foreign Affairs Officer and currently Australian 
Ambassador designate to Israel. He graduated from the University of Sydney in 1959 with a 
Bachelor of Arts Degree, having taken Honours in Archaeology, and obtained in 1965 a 
Doctorate in Philosophy from the University of London. He has a long-standing interest in 
the antiquity as well as the modern history of Cyprus, which he has visited on several 
occasions, and continues as a hobby to conduct research into various aspects of the island's 
present and past. 



(WAIJO) 
"WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF 

INTERNATIONAL JUNIOR OFFICERS" 

'DIPLOMACY AT THE "COAL FACE 99 9 

By Major G, R. Shannon, RA Inf If a member is promoted he may remain, as 
an associate member, until posted from the 
Washington area. 

Introduction 

WAIJO! What's that, you may ask? Many 
have! But it is a unique and actively 

thriving organization, alive and well, in the 
heart of Washington, D.C. or at least Northern 
Virginia just across the Potomac River. 

The Washington Association of Interna
tional Junior Officers (WAIJO) was founded 
in June 1977. It is a social organization 
comprised of junior grade military officers 
(army major, or equivalent rank and below) 
from many different countries who have been 
assigned by their respective governments to 
duties in the Washington, D.C. area. 

Background 
Life for the junior military officer on the 

staff of an embassy, in a strange country, can 
often be lonely. He is not usually on the 
"attache cocktail circuit" and thus opportun
ities to meet with others of similar station and 
professional interests are limited. This fact was 
formally recognized by such a group of indi
viduals who did manage to meet back in 1977, 
and from an idea came today's association. 

At its inception there were 10 members, 
from 9 nations. There are currently 130 mem
bers from 27 nations, both from the Eastern 
Bloc and the West. The only bar to membership 
is either being outside the rank parameters or, 
to avoid overpopulation by the larger repre
sented nations, when a nation's membership 
ceiling is exceeded. This restriction prevents 
any one nation exceeding 25°'o of the total 
membership at any time. 

Activities 
All activities are purely social in nature and, 

as often as possible, include spouses. Although 
the association is not officially sponsored by 
any nation, through the good offices of various 
members many of the mixed functions are held 
at embassies in the Washington area. Such 
occasions offer members opportunities to learn 
of the many cultures that exist in the world, 
in a convivial and relaxed atmosphere. 

In addition to embassy parties, WAIJO 
members enjoy such varied activities as soccer 
matches, pitting European members against 
members from the 'Rest of the World'; shoot
ing competitions; bus excursions to such places 
as West Point and Annapolis; visits to football 
games; formal military balls, and a variety of 
theme parties. In short, the activities are as 
varied as the cultures and peoples represented 
among the membership. 

At most of the more formal activities, 
members enjoy the patronage of one or another 
of the many US Services' musical groups; 
Army Chorus, Air Force 'Strolling Strings' or 
'Singing Sergeants', and the Navy 'Sea Chan
ters'. These groups, in the normal course of 
events, rarely perform at anything less than 
Presidental and State occasions. They are very 
much in demand. 

Association Business 
The business of the association is conducted 

at a monthly 'officers' call' which is held in 
the Officers' Club at Fort Myer in Northern 
Virginia. The association has met at Fort Myer 
since its inception and has established a close 
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relationship with the Club. A collection of 
mementos and other such items is gradually 
building up and is kept permanently on display 
at the Club. 

The constitution provides for a management 
committee which is elected annually. The cur
rent committee is comprised of: 

LCDR Gerhard Hoell, FRG Navy, President 
MAJ Greg Shannon, Aust Army, Vice 

President 
MAJ Kurt Buettner, FRG Air Force, Sec

retary 
CPT Dee Mahony, US Army, Treasurer 
LCDR Jim Walters, US Navy, Activities 

Officer 

The committee meets on a regular basis to 
plan the activities of the association. 

The Future 
The association can only grow, both in 

numbers and in spirit. The common bond of 
the members is the Profession of Arms. This 
alone transcends the differing national political 
and ideological aspirations and allows members 
to complete a dialogue which is not readily 
available in any other forum. 

Perhaps the 'workers' of today (the 'leaders' 
of tomorrow?) will develop a better mutual 
understanding from which everyone can benefit 
in the future. II 

(Editorial Note: The WAIJO Committee has changed (it does annually) the new president is LCDR Phil Parkins, RAN; 
the first Australian Officer to hold this position.) 

Major Shannon nas appointed to the ARA, from the CMF, as a Lieutenant in 1969. After 
a series of regimental and staff appointments, including service in South Vietnam in 1971 
with 4RAR, he attended the Australian Staff College in 1978. After graduation he spent two 
years at Army Office in Canberra as MA to the DCOS after which he was posted to AAS(W) 
as Staff Officer in the ABCA Programme, Primary Standardization Office. His experiences 
in Washington prompted this article. MAJ Shannon has since returned to Australia and is 
currently an Instructor on the Junior Staff Wing, Land Warfare Centre Canunnra. 

AUSDES '84 — AUSTRALIA'S FIRST INTERNATIONAL 
DEFENCE AND SECURITY EXHIBITION 

Thirty-seven companies and eleven countries have expressed interest in participating in Australia's first international 
defence and security exhibition, AUSDES '84. 

The exhibition, which will be staged in the two major halls at the National Exhibition Centre in Canberra, will 
include a full range of equipment and systems designed to detect, counter and protect, with sections devoted to security 
and the safety of civilians. The Exhibition dates are May 8-10, 1984. 

Two conferences are being staged in conjunction with the exhibition. The subjects are: 
1. National Industry Participation and Offset Programmes, with speakers from the Australian Department of Defence 

Support and from other countries describing existing programmes, while speakers representing defence suppliers will 
present the viewpoint of industry; and 

2. Recent Developments in Weapons and Weapon Systems, in which exhibiting firms will present details of their 
products. Facilities will be available for the showing of films, video tapes, slides and overhead projection. 

The fourth component of AUSDES '84 will be a Technology Exchange, which will serve as a venue for dialogue 
between suppliers of defence-related equipment on the one hand, and manufacturers who are interested in national 
industry participation and offset programmes and in manufacture-under-licence possibilities, on the other. 

The eleven countries which have indicated interest in participation in the technology exchange are: Australia, Brazil, 
Burma, China, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands, Thailand, and Vanuatu. 

Facilities will be available for the proceedings at the conferences and the technology exchange to be translated 
instantaneously into the relevant languages. 

Further details of the exhibition, conference programmes and complimentary trade passes are available from the 
organisers: AUSDES Exhibition, G.P.O. Box 232, Canberra, ACT 2601, Australia. 



ANTITANK. AN AIRMEC HANIZKD RE
SPONSE TO A R M O U R E D T H R E A T S IN 
THE 90s. By Richard E. Simpkin, Pcrgamon 
Press, 1982. Hard cover with dust jacket, + 57 
illustrations, price approx $75. 

Reviewed by FLTLT (AIRTC) H. S. Brennan 

THE author has had a wealth of experience 
with armoured warfare, having served with 

the Royal Tank Regiment for thirty years, 
during which he served in the Middle East in 
1940, was decorated with the M.C. and was 
also taken prisoner. He is also a graduate of 
the Royal Military College of Science, which 
qualification will give the reader an inkling of 
the standard of this publication. The book is 
written in technical language; however, due to 
the prose style, the various chapters are easily 
followed by anyone who is at all familiar with 
tanks and AFVs generally. 

The author goes into great detail on types 
and sizes of anti-tank weapons, without ac
tually giving anything away as to specifications 
of any or all of the weaponry available to 
combat the tank, as such, in modern warfare. 
With the advent of rocket-propelled missiles, 
air-to-ground and heat- or metal-seeking pro
jectiles, it makes one wonder just how the 
crew will survive in the event of another war, 
or in the event of tank battles such as took 
place during the 1939-45 conflict. With the 
advent of radar-controlled sights, infra-red 
sights, and firing mechanisms which will only 
let the round go when the aim is correct, one 
is led to believe that the poor old " T a n k i e " 
has not much chance of survival; maybe a 
"victory ga rden" with a " T a n k " full of water 
to ensure proper growth will be the answer 
next time around. 

Chapters in the book deal with development 
of protection, armour plate, tank outline or 
frontal shape, protection of drive train and 
placement of fuel tanks in modern tanks, as 
well as protection and safety of crew. Most of 
the author ' s information is cross-referenced 
and based on both fact and experience, and 

each problem is discussed fully. Conclusions 
reached are substantiated by the technical data, 
and facts given for each problem cited. 

The information given on air-to-ground at
tack by helicopters, which are featured in this 
book, was, to me, interesting, as Richard 
Simpkin not only deals with Allied machines 
but also with Russian tanks and helicopters. 
There are numerous photos of both Allied and 
Russian equipment. 

The book is well presented, has a compre
hensive index at the end, and is printed on 
good quality paper. This volume, together with 
companion volumes by this author , would 
provide an excellent reference library on mod
ern armoured warfare. " 

H U M A N F A C T O R S IN M E C H A N I S E D 
W A R F A R E , by Richard E. Simpkin. Preface 
by Major General George S. Pat ton. Pergamon 
Press, 1983. 173 pages; illustrations; photo
graphs; notes; index and bibliography. Price 
approx S45. 

Reviewed by Capt. l.D. Adams, RMC, 
Duntroon 

I N his earlier books, Simpkin has concen
trated on presenting technology to users and 

production managers. These books , such as 
"Tank W a r / a r e " and "Antitank", established 
him as an authority on AFV development. His 
analysis is both comprehensive and thought-
provoking. In "Human Factors in Mechanised 
Warfare" he lives up to his reputation. Here, 
less concerned with presenting technology, he 
challenges some of the fundamentals of West
ern AFV design philosophy, and at tempts to 
bridge some of the communicat ion gap that 
exists between soldiers, scientists, and procuring 
authorit ies. 

It is said, war is ninety per cent boredom 
and ten per cent intense fear. Simpkin accepts 
this philosophy and understands the implica-
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tions it has for AFV design. He believes that 
while AFV design should continue to be ori
ented to the battle, engineers and users are 
wrong when they pay such scant regard in 
their designs to the periods building up to 
those battles. Machines, equipment, organiza
tions and support must all be designed to 
ensure that our soldiers are fit to fight; and it 
may be prudent to forgo some of the absolute 
physical performance of our weapons in order 
to "optimize the battle performance of the 
total crew-hardware system". 

He believes there is no foreseeable substitute 
for men in the command of vehicles or in 
fighting the battle. He argues, firstly, that 
these men must be nurtured, as must any other 
complex component, and that our equipment 
must be designed to ensure that the man-
machine interface is correct on two specific 
levels. Crews should be relieved of physical 
effort and routine tasks, thus freeing them for 
higher brain functions. Secondly, that the 
machines must be as agreeable as possible to 
live in, and that each crewman's station be 
made to feel "as an extension of his body — 
his nervous system and his muscle power". 

He argues that these needs and their impact 
on the performance of the fighting system, 
particularly in an NBC environment, require 
us to treat 'habitability' and * fight ability' as 
basic design parameters in addition to fire
power, mobility and protection. 

He addresses most aspects of modern mech
anized warfare from the living, servicing and 
fighting viewpoints. He identifies the funda
mentals of crew existence under these condi
tions; analyses their significance and impact 
on the crew's performance; then suggests de
sign and technical solutions that are available 
with current technology. He has little time for 
"pipe dreams fuelled by technological opti
mism". 

His analysis is interesting, original and com
pelling. The solutions he offers, ranging from 
G-string underwear through on-board colour 
television to fixed guns, may not always be to 
the reader's way of thinking; but they do force 
you to suggest your own viable solutions if 
you disagree. 

For the arms soldier, military planner or 
AFV component designer, this book must be 
considered a valuable resource. To those 
involved in Project Whaler, i suggest this is 
essential reading. O 

INTRODUCTION TO BATTLEFIELD 
WEAPONS SYSTEMS AND TECHNOL
OGY. Colonel R. G. Lee EBE. Pergamon 
Press (Aust) Pty Ltd, P.O. Box 544. Potts 
Point, N.S.W. 2011, Australia. 198 pages; 
illustrations; notes; photographs; self-test ques
tions; glossary of abbreviations; index. 

Approx price: S45 (hardback), or S20 (paper
back). 

Reviewed by dipt. l.D. Adams, RMC, 
Duntroon. 

IT is widely claimed that technology, not the 
politician, has the greatest influence on the 

arms race. That may or may not be true. What 
cannot be denied is that students of the military 
arts must understand the influence of technol
ogy on weapons, and the impact these will 
have on the future of armies and war. 

Geoffrey Lee certainly understands this. His 
credentials in the field of military technology 
are notable. He has been a soldier for over 
thirty years, has commanded the 1st Battalion 
The Kings Regiment, is a weapons staff officer, 
and is now the Military Director of Studies at 
the Royal Military College of Science, Shri-
venham. 

This book, the first of a ten-part series of 
manuals designed to explain today's military 
technology, is a concise and logical survey of 
that technology. 

Written without resorting to mathematical 
language, it discusses the historical, tactical 
and technical background of modern weapon 
and support systems. Each of its eight chapters 
treats a major system group (eg, Command, 
Control and Communications (C3)) which in 
turn are treated in depth in one of the later, 
specialized, volumes of the series. 

As an introduction to a complete series, this 
volume is a convenient overview and ready 
reference. It is well laid out with effective 
diagrams and explanations. For those intending 
to use it as a training aid, it incorporates self-
test questionnaires at the completion of each 
chapter. 

A useful book for the professional soldier, 
and quite possibly indispensable for the enthu
siast. 8 



BOOK REVIf-W <!5 

ALWAYS F A I T H F U L : THE HISTORY OF 
T H E 49th BATTALION, by Fred Cranston, 
Boolarong Publications, Brisbane. Approx. 24 
pages, price S14.95. 

Reviewed by COL .1. P. Buck ICY, QBE, ED, 
(Ret) 

M UCH effort and research has been put 
into the story of the 49th Battalion, 

perhaps more than in some other similar 
histories. For example, the Honour Rolls for 
the two World Wars are included. 

The detailed descriptions of the battles in 
the First World War are illustrated by excellent 
photographs and maps. The " u p s " and 
" d o w n s " of the unit are told with a refreshing 
frankness. Its performance in World War 1 
was very good — so was it also at Sanananda 
in New Guinea where, on 7th December 1942, 
it lost 14 officers and 215 men killed or 
wounded in five hours. Unfortunately, the 
attack was a failure, but the 49th was the first 
battalion to break through in the area. How
ever, the gain was short-lived. 

The author ' s account of the deplorable con
ditions, covering jungle, tropical illnesses and 
prolonged lack of sufficient food, makes a sad 
but interesting narrative. He also details how 
quickly the battal ion's morale and discipline 
deteriorated in prolonged stays in the tropics. 
When it was finally moved to the mainland 
on 12th March 1943, some members had been 
in New Guinea for two years. After Sanananda 
the unit needed proper training and rest, but 
on 3rd July 1943 it was disbanded and was to 
remain off the order-of-battle for 23 years. 

Cranston mentions that the Chief of the 
General Staff, Lieutenant General Sir Vernon 
Sturdee, inspected the Battalion at Port Mo
resby on 11th June 1942. It was alleged that 
Sturdee described the 49th as "qui te the worst 
battalion in Aus t ra l ia" . This comment would 
be completely out of character with the CGS. 
Many senior officers who served with Sir 
Vernon think likewise. Perhaps Gavan Long 
should have been more specific in attributing 
this comment to Sturdee. 

Anyhow, battalions and units can be excel
lent now and poor later, and vice versa; the 
49th showed its prowess at Sanananda . Sturdee 
would have been proud of its fighting ability 
there. 

Some of the footnotes are not complete, 
and the index sometimes shows the wrong 
page. Taking Sir Vernon Sturdee as an exam
ple, his entry should show page 137, not 134. 
His appointments after 1942 should include 
" G O C First Australian Army, March '44 to 
December '45; Acting C-in-C December '45 to 
March '46; CGS March '46 to April ' 5 0 . " 

In August 1966, the 49th Battalion, The 
Royal Queensland Regiment, was raised as a 
"special conditions un i t " . Although National 
Service was abolished in 1972, the Battalion 
has continued in the Army Reserve. Fred 
Cranston has produced an interesting book 
which should receive general approval . He is 
to be commended for the painstaking way he 
set out to produce this readable book. 

Good luck to the 49th Battalion, the Royal 
Queensland Regiment; it has a good tradition 
to live up to. O 

TAIL ARSE C H A R L I E , by John Milieu. 
Available direct from the author and South 
Head Press, The Market Place, Berrima, 
N.S .W. 2577, for $6 softcover and SI 8 hard
cover, postage paid. 

Reviewed by Robert Kendall Piper, 
RAAF Historical Officer 

( / ^ O O D things come in small packages ' . 
v J S o it is with this eighty-odd pages of 

very professional poems, supplemented by well 
chosen black and white photos and interspersed 
with interesting narratives. 

It is dedicated to the RAAF air gunners and 
other Australian air force members who were 
stationed in Britain during World War II, and 
has been ably recorded by one of their number , 
John Milieu. 

Pulling no punches, starting right with the 
eye-catching title, this book is the au thor ' s 
seventh succesful publication; it was broadcast 
on ABC radio in April this year. 

With plenty of variety, the scenes shift from 
U-boat hunting, to Sunderland patrols and 
Lancaster raids over Europe . 

For those who care, those who remember , 
or simply a reader who wishes to be enlightened 
on the lonely vigil of the Australian tail gunner 
— this is a collector 's item for vou. M 
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LUCKY THIRTEEN. By Hugh Constant God-
efroy. Published by: Croom Helm Australia 
Pty. Ltd., P.O. Box 391, Manuka, A.C.T. 
2603. Hard cover with dust jacket, Price 
S23.75. 

Reviewed by FLTLT (AIRTC) H. S. Brennan 

THIS book is the story of Hugh Godefroy's 
Service life with the RAF from 1940-44, 

which Service he joined from Canada before 
the Empire Air Training Scheme was in oper
ation, together with quite a number of other 
Canadians, Americans and other people from 
(at the time) free countries. 

The inner dust cover tells us that Godefroy 
rose to Wing Commander rank as a fighter 
pilot, and that he finished the war as one of 
Canada's highest-decorated Servicemen. No 
actual list is included of his decorations; how
ever, reading through the book one learns that 
he was at least awarded the DSO, DFC, and 
one Bar, plus one other decoration. In one 
sense it is a pity that modesty precludes his 
awards being listed in full; however, from the 
text of the book the reader gathers the impres
sion of a very modest but brave airman, who 
writes the story as he saw it at the time, 
without any undue fuss or heroics. 

Hugh Godefroy is of Dutch-Canadian par
entage. He was born in the Dutch East Indies 
and educated in Canada. After initial training 
at Regina, he shipped to England in 1940, 
where he remained until after D-Day; he then 

SEASONS ( 

On behalf of the Board of Manager 
Visual Unit, I wish you all a Happy Ch 

returned to Canada, with his family, to attend 
Staff College with the RCAF. 

Reading through the narrative, one cannot 
help but draw comparisons; there is -a vast 
difference between the conditions of active 
service, equipment used, and type of aerial 
warfare during the 1939-45 conflict, and the 
highly sophisticated mobile weapons platform 
which the present day fighter pilots fly and 
would control in war conditions. Hugh God
efroy's manner of understating "hairy" situ
ations leads one to believe that flying and 
fighting in Hurricanes and Spitfires was, to a 
great extent, a "piece of cake"; his satisfaction 
at being plotted to within sighting distance of 
enemy planes, and his amazement at the ac
curacy of the modified gymbal sight fitted to 
later model fighter planes (to quote two ex
amples from the book), show the vast improve
ment made since the 1940s in radar plotting 
and weapon sighting. In fact, the story takes 
one back forty years, and undoubtedly illus
trates the vast move upwards of technology 
and tactics since those days. 

Mention is made of Godefroy's association 
with wartime aces such as "Johnny" Johnstone 
and George Beurling; anecdotes are also in
cluded about General Montgomery and other 
senior officers. His description of how the 
investiture of his DSO was carried out on a 
"production line" system, and his visit to a 
leading London tailor, are among the lighter 
side anecdotes included. 

In my opinion, this is a biography well worth 
reading. H 

iREETINGS 

tent and the staff of the Army Audio 
istmas and a Prosperous New Year. 

M.TRACEY 
Managing Editor 
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