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RAAF Base Richmond   
PFAS Management Area Plan & Ongoing Monitoring 

PFAS Investigation and Management Program   

About the Investigation 

The Department of Defence (Defence) has completed a 

detailed environmental investigation, to better understand 

the nature and extent of per- and poly-fluoroalkyl 

substances (PFAS), resulting from the historical use of 

firefighting foams on and in the vicinity of, RAAF Base 

Richmond (the Base).  

The outcomes from this investigation have been used to 

develop a PFAS Management Area Plan (PMAP) for the 

Base and surrounding area.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PFAS Management Area Plan  

The PMAP recommends actions to manage and reduce the 

risks of PFAS exposure for the Richmond community.  

The PMAP outlines how Defence will:   

• Manage exposure risks to the community  

• Manage they key on-base sources of the PFAS 

contamination, including Rickabys Drop Zone, 

Bakers Lagoon and associated drains and creeks; 

• Reduce PFAS migration from the Base, and into the 

surrounding area; and  

• Reduce the amount of PFAS in the environment.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

In developing the PMAP, a review of the investigation

findings was undertaken. Specifically, we reviewed the key

PFAS source areas on the Base and the ways PFAS is

migrating into the surrounding community. It also included

undertaking a comparison and evaluation of a range of

PFAS management activities to identify suitable options to

remediate the site.

Defence will review the PMAP annually, or more frequently,

if new information or technologies become available which

have the potential to impact the PMAP objectives.

A map of the Richmond on-base management and off-base

monitoring areas is provided on page 3.

Next steps

The PMAP has made a number of recommendations which 

focus on treating the sources of the PFAS contamination 
and reducing exposure to the local community.

The PMAP is available at: 
www.defence.gov.au/Environment/PFAS/ 

richmond/publications.asp 
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Recommendations 

To reduce the spread of PFAS from the Base: and reduce 

exposure risks to the community the PMAP recommends: 

• Remediating soil at key on-base source areas, such as 

the former fire training area. This will reduce the 

amount of PFAS in the environment and leaving the 

Base. Soil remediation options may include capping or 

excavating source areas.  

• Reviewing  the on-base stormwater drainage system 

to investigate diverting contaminated water from the 

stormwater network, and to identify the suitability of 

treating contaminated water; and 

• Investigating options to stop contaminated water being 

discharged from the on-base sewage treatment plant 

to Bakers Lagoon. 

• Continue to promote NSW Government precautionary 

advice about PFAS exposure.  

Ongoing Monitoring Plan 

As part of the PMAP, an Ongoing Monitoring Plan (OMP), 

has been prepared. This outlines the sampling program that 

will be undertaken by Defence to monitor and track the 

PFAS contamination over the coming years.  

The OMP sampling  will look  at changes in concentration 

and geographical spread. This will help Defence and the 

community understand whether the actions being 

undertaken as part of the PMAP are effective, and identify 

where more might need to be done.  

The OMP will be reviewed as part of the annual PMAP 

review and, if required, changes to the monitoring 

frequency or locations of sampling may occur.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proposed OMP sampling locations  

The proposed sampling locations fall within the 

Management Areas, shown on the map overleaf. The 

locations have been selected to periodically monitor 

potential changes in PFAS concentrations in groundwater, 

surface water and sediment. Not every property in the 

Management Area needs to be sampled to understand 

changes in PFAS concentrations. Sampling locations will be 

confirmed as part of OMP implementation.  

Table 1 shows the sample type, location and frequency for 

OMP sampling.  

 
Table 1: OMP sampling 

Activity Where Frequency 

Groundwater 
sampling 

On-Base 6 monthly 

Areas around the 
Base 6 monthly 

Surface 
water 
sampling 

On-Base 6 monthly 

Areas around the 
Base 6 monthly 

Sediment 
sampling 

On-Base, including 
Rickabys Creek 6 monthly 

Areas around the 
Base 6 monthly 

 

Implementation of recommendations 

Ongoing monitoring will commence this year. The 

timeframes for the implementation of the other 

recommended actions varies between the short term (i.e. 

less than 12 months) and long term (i.e. beyond 3 years), 

depending on the action and the outcome of feasibility 

studies that are required before actions are implemented. 

Defence will continue to provide updates on the 

commencement and progress of the actions.   

 
 

Management options explained 
Defence is considering a number of management options as part of the PMAP. Some of these options include:  
• Capping: applying a physical barrier such as clay that is impermeable (i.e. does not allow water to pass through) to seal 

contaminated soils and prevent movement of PFAS away from the source area. 
• Excavation: digging up the source area to remove contaminated soils or infrastructure from the site and filling the 

excavated area with clean soil. The contaminated soil is sent to a licensed waste management facility or stored on site. 
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Keeping the community informed 
Defence is committed to regularly updating the 

community about ongoing monitoring. Updates will be 

provided through the project website, direct mail and 

information updates as new information become 

available.  

 
For more information

 1800 365 414
   PFASDefenceCoordination@golder.com.au
 www.defence.gov.au/environment/pfas/Richmond
   RAAF Base Richmond Environmental Investigation

 PO Box Q410
 Queen Victoria Building, NSW, 1230

Media enquiries should be directed to Defence Media on
(02) 6127 1999 or media@defence.gov.au

 
 

 

Government agencies 
Commonwealth Department of Health  

 1800 941 1800    

 www.health.gov.au/PFAS 

 
NSW Health 

   1300 066 055 
 
NSW Environment Protection Authority 

  131 555 

   info@epa.nsw.gov.au 
 
NSW Department of Primary Industries 

   Fisheries: 1300 550 474 

   Agriculture: 1800 808 095 
 
NSW Food Authority Helpline 

   1300 552 406 
 
Sydney Water 
       water.quality@sydneywater.com.au 
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