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Background  

On 7 October 2021, the Australian Government announced that the Department of Defence (Defence), in consultation 

with the Western Australian Government, would progress works to connect properties West Bullsbrook properties to 

scheme water. 

Defence has recently completed a concept design and feasibility assessment that looked at options for connecting 

properties in the RAAF Base Pearce PFAS Management Area (including West Bullsbrook) to the Western Australia 

Water Corporation’s Integrated Water Supply Scheme network. 

Ongoing Monitoring Program 

What is the PFAS Management Area?  

The PFAS Management Area is the area identified by Defence where there is a potential that PFAS management actions 

may be required. This includes monitoring to assess whether there are changes in PFAS contamination in the 

environment. The scope of the management area will be reviewed regularly to ensure that it remains fit for purpose.  

A map showing the extent of the RAAF Base Pearce PFAS Management Area is included at Figure 1 (at the end of this 

factsheet). 

What is the Ongoing Monitoring program?  

The Ongoing Monitoring Program assesses any changes to where PFAS has been found and at what concentrations. It 

involves the sampling of groundwater, surface water and sediment at locations both on and off RAAF Base Pearce, 

including selected residential properties, base drains, Ellen Brook, Ki-it Monger Brook, Twin Swamps Nature Reserve 

and the West Bullsbrook drainage channel. Ongoing Monitoring sampling events occur every six months, and include a 

first flush monitoring event that samples surface water directly after the first heavy rainfall event after summer. 

What has the Ongoing Monitoring Program found?  

To date, the results of the Ongoing Monitoring Program show that the nature and extent of PFAS contamination within 

the Management Area is generally consistent with previous findings. While there have been minor variations in PFAS 

concentrations at some locations, no significant trends have been identified. The results do not suggest a change to the 

PFAS risk profile for RAAF Base Pearce or the surrounding area.   

Copies of the 2019 and 2020 Ongoing Monitoring Annual Interpretive Reports can be accessed at 

https://defence.gov.au/Environment/PFAS/pearce/publications.asp. The 2021 Annual Interpretive Report will be 

available to download in the near future. 

https://defence.gov.au/Environment/PFAS/pearce/publications.asp


 
 

 

 
 

 

June 2022 

RAAF Base Pearce 
PFAS Investigation and Management Program 

West Bullsbrook Scheme Water Supply 
Frequently Asked Questions 

Sampling of bores used for household purposes 

Have all property bores within the Management Area been tested? 

Since the commencement of the PFAS environmental investigation in 2016, Defence has attempted to collect a bore 

water sample from every property within the Management Area which has a bore used for household purposes. Where 

property owners provided permission for sampling, every bore used for household purposes has been tested.  

Defence has conducted bore water sampling at 181 properties, including some properties located outside of the RAAF 

Base Pearce PFAS Management Area. 

How many property bores contain PFAS and at what levels?  

To date, PFAS has been detected in bores used for household purposes at 28 properties.  

At 15 of these 28 properties, PFAS concentrations have exceeded the health-based guidance values for drinking water 

use. No bores at these properties have recorded a PFAS concentration greater than the guideline value for recreational 

water use.  

How many times have property bores been tested? 

During the investigation, many bores where PFAS was not detected were sampled on multiple occasions to inform 

Defence’s understanding of the nature and extent of PFAS contamination.  This understanding, and advice from 

Defence’s consultants, informed decisions on those bores which would require further or continued sampling, including 

through the Ongoing Monitoring Program.  

More than 125 bores used for household purposes have been sampled at least twice. Defence currently samples 40 

residential bores in the West Bullsbrook area every six months through the PFAS Ongoing Monitoring Program. 

Are there examples where a property bore has PFAS detected, but the neighbouring property has not?  

Why is this? 

Yes, there are circumstances where a property’s bore has had detections of PFAS, but the neighbouring property’s bore 

has not.  This is likely a result of the different depths to which bores have been installed and the geology of the area 

(which includes sand, limestone and clay at variable depths.)  

Based on the data obtained to date, there does not appear to be a clear correlation between PFAS concentrations and 

bore depth. 

The Ongoing Monitoring Program provides information to help identify any changes in the nature and extent of PFAS 

in groundwater in the area.  

Can I request that my bore be retested? 

Yes.  Defence acknowledges that some property owners may be concerned about their groundwater bore containing 

PFAS. If you have a bore used for household purposes that has not been sampled in the previous six months, and you 

would like Defence to sample the bore to understand whether PFAS is present or whether levels of PFAS may have 

changed, please contact 1800 987 614 or email bullsbrook.defence@ghd.com. 

mailto:bullsbrook.defence@ghd.com
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Scheme Water 

What is meant by scheme water? 

‘Scheme water’ refers to the Western Australian Water Corporation’s Integrated Water Supply Scheme (IWSS.) Further 

information can be found on Western Australian Water Corporation’s Water Supply page at 

https://www.watercorporation.com.au/Help-and-advice/Water-supply. 

Will scheme water be provided to West Bullsbrook?  

Defence has completed a concept design and feasibility assessment that looked at options for connecting properties in 

the RAAF Base Pearce PFAS Management Area (including West Bullsbrook) to the Western Australia Water 

Corporation scheme water network. 

The concept design has determined that scheme water infrastructure can service almost all properties located within the 

PFAS Management Area.  Defence is in direct communication with the small number of properties which cannot be 

serviced by scheme water. 

Defence continues to work with the Water Corporation and the Western Australian Government on technical details of a 

proposal arising from the concept design and feasibility assessment, and on issues such as approvals that will be needed 

for the mains pipelines.  The scheme water mains pipeline will be designed and operated in accordance with the Western 

Australian Water Corporation’s governing legislation, operating licence and design standards.  

What happens to water availability / supply when the Centre for National Resilience is at full 

capacity? 

The capacity of scheme water proposed to be provided to properties in West Bullsbrook, and interactions with scheme 

water being provided to the Centre for National Resilience, will be addressed through the detailed design stage of the 

project.    

Will all properties in West Bullsbrook be connected to scheme water? Who will be responsible for 

paying the costs? 

The concept design has determined that scheme water infrastructure can service almost all properties located within the 

PFAS Management Area.  Defence is in direct communication with the small number of properties which cannot be 

serviced by scheme water. 

Defence will fund all scheme water infrastructure works, including mains pipelines and any water treatment facilities 

needed.   

For those property owners who wish to connect to scheme water, Defence will fund any infrastructure required to 

connect the property to the mains pipeline, as well as any necessary plumbing works on your property and dwelling. 

Defence will also fund payment of Water Corporation connection, service and water usage fees for a period of six years. 

Defence will conduct a review prior to the end of the six year period to determine future arrangements. 

https://www.watercorporation.com.au/Help-and-advice/Water-supply
https://www.watercorporation.com.au/Help-and-advice/Water-supply
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Will I have to pay water connection and usage fees if I have not had a PFAS detect in my bore? 

No.  Defence will fund mains pipelines, any infrastructure required to connect a property to mains pipelines, and any 

necessary plumbing works on properties and dwelling – irrespective of any PFAS contamination being present in a 

property bore.  

Defence will also fund payment of Water Corporation connection, service and water usage fees for a period of six years. 

Defence will conduct a review prior to the end of the six year period to determine future arrangements. 

If the water pipe is passing my property but I do not want to connect, will I be required to pay any 

costs?   

The Western Australian Water Corporation has advised that properties which already have a water supply in place (for 

example rainwater tanks), will be exempt from access charges until such time as they choose to connect to the mains 

infrastructure and make use of the scheme water supply.   

There will be a defined period in which properties can accept an offer from Defence to fund individual property 

connections, and service and water usage fees.  After this defined period expires, a property owner wishing to connect to 

the proposed scheme water network would be responsible for connection, service and water usage fees.   

When will West Bullsbrook be connected to scheme water? 

Defence has completed the concept design phase of the project. The next phase of works is a detailed engineering 

design.  As part of this work, Defence will undertake further community consultation to determine those properties that 

wish to be connected to scheme water.  

Detailed engineering design will be followed by approvals, pipeline construction and finally connection of properties to 

the scheme water network. Defence expects to be in a position to provide further detail on timelines at the next 

community information session, to be held on 21 June 2022. 

Management and Remediation 

What is Defence doing to manage and remediate PFAS contamination? 

Defence is undertaking a range of remediation and management activities at, and around, RAAF Base Pearce that aim to 

remove PFAS from the environment, prevent or minimise the migration of PFAS from the base boundary, and reduce 

the risks of PFAS exposure for the Bullsbrook community. These include: 

 The Ongoing Monitoring Program, which monitors and tracks any changes to the nature and extent of PFAS 

contamination within the RAAF Base Pearce PFAS Management Area.  

 Completion of a detailed study into the movement of PFAS off-base through surface water and groundwater.  This is 

known as a mass-flux study. 

 Completion of remediation at the former foam storage area, known as Source Area D. This involved excavation of 

the most heavily contaminated soil on the base, and construction of a surface cap over the area to limit rain seeping 

into the soil, which will minimise further migration of PFAS-contaminated water from the base. Soil excavated from 
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the area has been placed in an appropriately engineered stockpile on RAAF Base Pearce, and will be treated or 

disposed as part of other works at the base. 

 Preparations for remedial works at the fire training area, known as Source Area A. This work will be undertaken in 

late 2022 and early 2023, and will likely involve placing a surface cap over contaminated soil to limit rain seeping 

into the soil, which will minimise further migration of PFAS-contaminated water from the base.  

 Additional sampling occurring at the fire training area, known as Source Area B, to better understand how PFAS 

moves from this area. This will assist in determining the most appropriate remediation action for this area. 

 As an interim measure, supplying packaged water to properties that have had PFAS detected in their bore used for 

household purposes.  

Why are some properties receiving bottled water?  

All properties that have had PFAS detected in a bore used for household purposes have been offered alternative 

(packaged) drinking water by Defence. This will continue until the proposed scheme water network is in place. 
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Figure 1 RAAF Base Pearce PFAS Management Area 

 


