
 

 

 

 

     Fact Sheet 

  23 June 2016   

 

  

RAAF Base Pearce - Environmental Investigation Project 
 About PFOS and PFOA 

Aqueous film forming foam (AFFF) containing 

perfluorooctane (per-floo-row-ok-tane) sulfonate 

(sul-fon-ate) (PFOS) and perfluorooctanoic (per-

floo-row-ok-tan-oh-ik) acid (PFOA) was once used 

extensively worldwide and within Australia due to 

its effectiveness in fighting liquid fuel fires.  

 

These compounds were also used across 

Australia and internationally in a range of common 

household products and specialty applications, 

including in the manufacture of non-stick 

cookware; fabric, furniture and carpet stain 

protection applications; food packaging and in 

some industrial processes. As a result, most 

people living in developed nations will have levels 

of PFOS and PFOA in their body. 

 

PFOS and PFOA are emerging as a concern 

around the world because they are persistent in 

the environment. They are classified as ‘emerging 

contaminants’ which means there is limited 

information known about them. The Department of 

Defence (Defence) no longer uses the old foams 

containing PFOS or PFOA as active ingredients. 

The AFFF product now used by Defence is more 

environmentally safe. 

 

The Department of Environment and Regulation 

WA (DER) has issued interim guidelines in 

relation to PFCs.  

About the Investigation 

Defence is undertaking an environmental 

investigation at RAAF Base Pearce to investigate 

the extent and levels of PFOS and PFOA on, and 

in the vicinity of the base. It is a staged assessment 

program consistent with the National Environment 

Protection Measure (NEPM) Guidelines and WA 

DER Interim Guidelines for assessment of PFCs.  

 
Preliminary sampling started in May 2016. The 

preliminary investigation has included:  

- Review site history for AFFF use and identify 

sources of PFCs. 

- Collection of on and off-base groundwater 

samples including from 10 residential bores in 

close proximity to the base. 

- Reporting of results (currently in progress). 

- Developing a plan for detailed site 

investigation.  

 

The detailed site investigation includes:  

- More comprehensive sampling likely to include 

on and off site sampling in the soil, 

groundwater and drainage lines. 

- Modelling of PFC sources and the way they 

move through the environment. 

- Preparing a human health and ecological risk 

assessment (HHERA) if required. 
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Contact 

 

 

Media enquiries should be directed to the 

Defence media centre on (02) 6127 1999 or 

email at mediaops@defence.gov.au. 

 

 

1800 987 614 

 

www.defence.gov.au/id/pearce 

 

defence.bullsbrook@ghd.com 

 

GHD, 999 Hay St, Perth WA 6000 
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RAAF Base Pearce (outlined in red) and 
surrounding community 

 

Keeping the Community Informed 

Defence is committed to updating the community 

regularly throughout the investigation. 

 

The project website will be updated as the 

investigation progresses.  

 

Community information sessions and information 

sheets will occur as new information is identified. 
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