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Background to the testing  

The Department of Defence (Defence) is conducting an 

environmental investigation into the presence of per- and 

poly-fluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) on and near RAAF 

Base Pearce (the Base).  

Defence has a history of using legacy Aqueous Film 

Forming Foam (AFFF) for emergency fire fighting situations 

and for fire fighter training at the Base. In 2004 Defence 

commenced phasing out its use of legacy AFFF containing 

perfluorooctane sulfonate (PFOS) and perfluorooctanoic 

acid (PFOA) as active ingredients. Perfluorohexane 

Sulfonate (PFHxS) was also commonly found in the legacy 

AFFFs as an impurity in the manufacturing process. The 

AFFF now used by Defence is a more environmentally safe 

product. 

As part of these investigations, an environmental consultant 

completed bore water testing at Our Lady’s Shrine in 

Bullsbrook on 16 May 2016, after being informed that 

community members were using the bore for drinking 

purposes.  

A water sample was taken from the bore at the front of the 

church located at 36 Chittering Road Bullsbrook.  The 

sample was specifically tested for the presence of PFOS, 

PFOA and PFHxS.  

 

Bore located at Our Lady’s Shrine, 36 Chittering Road, 

Bullsbrook 

Test results 

The concentrations of PFAS were reported as ‘Less than 

the limit of reporting’ (below LOR) by the laboratory.  This 

means that while these compounds may be present, the 

levels are not high enough for the laboratory to detect.  

Therefore, community members do not need to be 

concerned about these PFAS levels in the bore water. 

Limit of reporting 

The limit of reporting (LOR) is the threshold, or lowest 

concentration, that the laboratory is able to measure for a 

compound with a reasonable degree of certainty. The LOR 

varies according to the method of analysis, the type of 

compound, and other factors in the sample tested. If the 

results are below the LOR (<LOR), this means that while 

the compound may be present, the concentration is so low 

that it cannot be accurately measured.  

The LORs for the water samples are:  

0.01 μg/L for PFOS,  

0.02 μg/L for PFHxS, and  

0.01 μg/L for PFOA. 

The bore sample taken from 36 Chittering Road was below 

LOR for each of the chemicals listed above. 

Keeping the community informed 

Defence is committed to regularly updating the community 

throughout the investigation.  As well as community 

information sessions, updates are provided through the 

project website, direct mail and information sheets as new 

information becomes available. 

Contact the Project Team 

Phone: 1800 987 614 

Web:  www.defence.gov.au/id/pearce 

Email:   bullsbrook.defence@ghd.com  

Post:  RAAF Base Pearce 
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