
 

 
November 2018 

RAAF Base Pearce PFAS Investigation– Community Update   
PFAS Investigation and Management Program 

 

Introduction 

This newsletter provides an update on the PFAS 

environmental investigation being completed at 

RAAF Base Pearce and nearby areas. The 

newsletter covers the progress of the investigation 

and the next steps.  

Investigation Progress 

 

The Detailed Site Investigation and Human Health 

Risk Assessment are available on the project 

website. The Ecological Risk Assessment is 

expected to be available by mid-November.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Investigation Sampling 

The Detailed Site Investigation involved a 

comprehensive sampling program within the 

Investigation Area that included the collection and 

analysis of 964 samples. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The 15 November 2018 kiosk will be set up similar to 
the kiosk in July 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preliminary Site Investigation
Completed in September 2016

Detailed Site Investigation
Completed in July 2018

Human Health Risk Assessment
Completed in July 2018

Ecological Risk Assessment
Underway, findings will be presented at the 
community information kiosk in November 

(details below).

Investigation reports are available at: 
www.defence.gov.au/environment/pfas/pearce/ 

 
 
 

Upcoming Community Information Kiosk  

Defence is committed to regularly updating the community throughout the environmental 

investigation. The next community engagement event will be held on Thursday 15 November 2018.  

Venue: West Bullsbrook Museum (Community Hall) 

Address: 22 Turner Road West Bullsbrook 

Time:  Anytime between 2.30 pm – 6.30 pm  

Members of the Investigation Team and representatives from other government agencies will be 

available at the Information Kiosk to discuss the progress of the investigation and answer questions.  

We encourage members of the community to use this opportunity to pop in to discuss issues or 
concerns regarding the investigation. 

Number of Samples 

On Base 594 

Off Base 370 

Total 964 

 

http://www.defence.gov.au/environment/pfas/pearce/


 

November 2018  

Residential bore sampling in October 

Throughout October local residential bore water 

sampling is being conducted for properties that 

have previously been sampled during the 

investigation. If you are within the Investigation 

Area, currently use bore water for domestic 

purposes and would like to be included in this 

round of sampling, please contact the community 

information line on 1800 987 614. 

Alternative water supply 

Defence is currently providing alternative drinking 

water (bottled water) to a number of properties in 

the vicinity of RAAF Base Pearce where residents 

rely on bore water for drinking, and do not have a 

town water connection. 

Defence has commenced an additional round of 

sampling to assess the supply of alternative water 

to properties within the Investigation Area. 

Information that will be considered in relation to 

the ongoing supply or withdrawal of bottled water 

will include: 

• Department of Health standards for PFAS in 

drinking water; 

• The outcome of the Human Health Risk 

Assessment (HHRA); 

• Proximity to bores where PFAS has been 

identified; and 

• Seasonal bore sample data trends. 

Defence is discussing options for ongoing water 

supply with those residents who have detections 

above drinking water guidelines in their bores.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next steps 

Using the environmental investigation findings, a 

PFAS Management Area Plan (PMAP) is being 

developed. The aim of a PMAP is to provide 

options to manage and reduce the risks of PFAS 

exposure near the Base and outline a plan for 

ongoing monitoring. The draft PMAP is also 

expected to be available for discussion at the 

November 2018 community information kiosk. 

Defence encourages members of the community to 

visit the kiosk to discuss the findings and the next 

steps with the Defence project team at the 

community information kiosk on 15 November 

2018. (Please see event details on the front page.)  

Contacts 

For further information:  

 Phone 1800 987 614 
 

 Email Bullsbrook.defence@ghd.com  
 

 Website www.defence.gov.au/environment/
PFAS/pearce 
 

 Post RAAF Base Pearce Environmental 
Investigation 
c/o GHD 
PO Box 3106 
Perth, WA 6832 

Media enquiries: 

Call: (02) 6127 1999 

Email:media@defence.gov.au 

 

 
Why is Defence supplying alternative water? 

The provision of alternative water is a precautionary measure to reduce potential PFAS exposure until 

the investigation is concluded and decisions are made about any longer term arrangements for those 

people who require them.  

Defence refers to the guidance issued by the Environmental Health Standing Committee (enHealth) 

when assessing and managing any potential exposure risks to human health posed by PFAS. The 

enHealth guidance statements advise there is currently no consistent evidence that exposure to PFAS 

causes adverse human health effects. However, because these chemicals persist in humans and the 

environment, enHealth recommends human exposure to these chemicals is minimised as a precaution.  
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