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About the Investigation 

The Department of Defence (Defence) has completed a 

detailed environmental investigation to better understand 

the nature and extent of per- and poly-fluoroalkyl 

substances (PFAS) on, and in the vicinity of, Jervis Bay 

Range Facility (JBRF) and HMAS Creswell.  

The outcomes of the investigation have been used to 

develop a PFAS Management Area Plan (PMAP) for the 

Base and the surrounding area.  

About the PMAP 

The PMAP recommends actions to manage and reduce 

the risks of PFAS exposure for the Jervis Bay and Wreck 

Bay communities.  

The PMAP outlines how Defence will: 

 Manage exposure risks to the community.

 Manage key sources of PFAS contamination such

as soil, water and concrete contamination at the

Royal Australian Navy School of Survivability and

Ship Safety.

 Reduce the amount of PFAS in the environment.

 Reduce PFAS moving from the Base into the

surrounding area.

How was the PMAP developed? 

The PMAP compared and evaluated a range of PFAS 

management options. The recommendations are based 

on a review of the investigation findings, specifically the 

PFAS source areas on the Base and the ways PFAS is 

migrating into the surrounding environment.  

Defence will review the PMAP annually, or more 

frequently if new information or technologies become 

available that may enhance the PMAP objectives. 

PMAP Recommendations 

The PMAP will manage the exposure risks which were 

identified in the Human Health and Ecological Risk 

Assessment. There is no single management approach for 

PFAS. The PMAP recommends several measures which 

are tailored to the needs of Jervis Bay. The 

recommendations are: 

Source management 

Prevent further migration of PFAS from soruce 

areas. This could include: 

 Removing PFAS contaminated soil followed by

treatment and/or disposal at a licensed facility.

 Infrastructure works to reduce PFAS moving from

source areas in surface water.

Pathway management 

Reduce the movement of PFAS through creeks, 

groundwater and sewers.  This may involve:  

 Treatment of water that leaves PFAS source areas.

This would occur in conjunction with source area

remediation to address residual contamination.

 Upgrading the drainage network and sewer network

to reduce the amount of PFAS migrating off-base.

Exposure management 

Follow existing advice to reduce exposure to PFAS 

including: 

 Continue to observe current precautionary advice

that Mary Creek is closed to human use, and that

collecting and eating seafood from Summercloud

Creek, Captains Lagoon and Flat Rock Creek

should be avoided. This recommendation is in line

with existing advice which is displayed on local

signs and the Jervis Bay Territory Administration

website.

 Follow existing work health and safety guidelines to

minimise exposure of workers at JBRF and HMAS

Creswell to contaminated soil, sediment and water.

The PMAP is available at: 

www.defence.gov.au/environment/pfas/JervisBay/ 
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Drinking water 

The ACT Health Directorate has advised that the Jervis Bay 

Territory drinking water is safe, with levels well within 

Australian Drinking Water Guidelines. 

Ongoing Monitoring Plan 

As part of the PMAP, an Ongoing Monitoring Plan (OMP) 

has been prepared. This outlines the sampling program 

needed for Defence to monitor and track PFAS 

contamination over the coming years. The sampling will look 

at changes in concentration and geographical spread. 

The sampling completed under the OMP will help Defence 

and the community understand whether actions being 

undertaken as part of the PMAP are effective, and to identify 

where more might need to be done.  

The OMP will be regularly reviewed and, if required, changes 

such as monitoring frequency or locations of sampling may 

occur. 

Proposed sampling locations 

Proposed sampling locations are shown in Figure 1. The 

locations have been selected to periodically monitor 

changes in PFAS concentrations in groundwater, surface 

water and sediment. Not every property in the Management 

Area needs to be sampled to understand changes in PFAS 

concentrations. Sampling locations will be confirmed as part 

of OMP implementation.  

Table 1: Ongoing Sampling Summary 

What Where When 

Monitoring of 

groundwater, 

surface water 

and sediment  

The catchment 

areas for Mary 

Creek, 

Summercloud 

Creek, Captains 

Lagoon and Flat 

Rock Creek. 

Biannual 

sampling for 

3 years, 

followed by a 

review. 

Next Steps 

Ongoing monitoring will start in 2021. 

Planning for remediation of PFAS at JBRF has 

commenced.  The PMAP recommendations will be 

implemented over the coming years. 
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Government Guidance 

The Environmental Health Standing Committee (enHealth) 

has released guidance statements to help assess public 

health risks when PFAS have been released into the 

environment. In July 2019, the statements were updated to 

reflect the most current evidence relating to PFAS.  

The Expert Health Panel for PFAS found that although the 

scientific evidence in humans is limited, reviews and 

scientific research to date have provided fairly consistent 

reports of an association with several health effects.  

The health effects reported in these associations are 

generally small and within normal ranges for the whole 

population.  

There is also limited to no evidence of human disease or 

other clinically significant harm resulting from PFAS 

exposure at this time.  

As a precaution, enHealth recommends exposure to PFAS 

be minimised wherever possible as further research is 

undertaken on potential health effects of PFAS exposure.  

If you live or work in a PFAS contaminated area, your state 

or territory health department can provide you with local 

advice on how to minimise exposure to PFAS.  

For more information, contact the Commonwealth 

Department of Health.   

Phone: 1800 941 180 

Web: www.health.gov.au/pfas\ 

Keeping the community informed 

We will continue to update you on the progress of ongoing 

monitoring, management and remediation activities. 

Updates will be provided through the project website, 

factsheets and direct correspondence to the community.  

Contact information 

1800 987 618 

defence.gov.au/environment/pfas/JervisBay/ 

jervisbay@ghd.com  

Media enquiries should be directed to Defence Media on 

(02) 6127 1999 or media@defence.gov.au.

Investigation timeline 

 
Community Walk-in Session  
March 2017 

Prepare Draft Sampling Plan 
April 2017 

Community Water & Biota Use Survey 
June 2017 

Community Walk-in Session  
November 2017 

Interim Detailed Site Investigation (DSI) 
December 2018 

Interim Human Health Risk Assessment   
December 2018 

Community Walk-in Session 
December 2018 

DSI and HHRA Final Reports; Interim ERA 
Report 
July 2019 

Community Walk-in Session 
July 2019 

ERA Final Report and Supplementary  

DSI Report 
December 2020 

PMAP Final Report 

December 2020 

Community Walk-in Session 
December 2020  
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