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Background to the Investigation 

In June 2020, The Department of Defence completed a 

detailed environmental investigation into per- and poly-

fluoroalkyl substances (PFAS), on and in the area 

surrounding Holsworthy Barracks. The objective of the 

investigation was to identify the nature and extent of PFAS 

in the environment and any PFAS exposure pathways to 

people, animals or plants.  

Defence has used the findings of the investigation to 

develop a PFAS Management Area Plan. This plan 

informs the activities Defence will undertake to manage, 

monitor and reduce the risks of PFAS exposure on, and 

around, the base. 

 

Project timeline  

  

  Detailed Site Investigation  

November 2018  

  Community Information Session 

September 2018 

  Human Health and Ecological Risk 

Assessment  

June2020  

  PFAS Management Area Plan  

June 2020 

  Online Community Update  

June 2020 

  Ongoing Monitoring and PFAS management 

Ongoing 

  Addendum to the June 2020 Human Health 

and Ecological Risk Assessment 

October 2021 

  

Why was an Addendum needed? 

In June 2020 the Human Health and Ecological Risk 

Assessment and PFAS Management Area Plan 

were released. 

The Risk Assessment found that PFAS exposure risks at 

residential properties were low and acceptable for the 

areas that were able to be sampled.  

However only a small number of properties in the 

residential area around the Liverpool Fire Station were 

able to be sampled.  The Risk Assessment acknowledged 

that PFAS exposure risks could not be fully assessed for 

these residents. 

The PFAS  Management Area Plan recommended that 

further investigations of soil, home grown produce and 

shallow groundwater were undertaken in the residential 

area around the Liverpool Fire Station, to confirm the 

findings of the Risk Assessment.  

Sampling for the Addendum 

To inform the Addendum, addtional sampling and analysis 

of soil and home grown produce at residential properties 

around the Liverpool Fire Station which were identified as 

having home grown produce was conducted.   

Limited groundwater sampling was also undertaken, to 

assess shallow groundwater.  

 

 

 

 

WE ARE 

HERE 

The Human Health and Ecological Risk 
Assessment Addendum has now been 

completed.The Addendum Report  
is available to view at: 

www.defence.gov.au/environment/pfas/holsworthy/ 

http://www.defence.gov.au/environment/pfas/holsworthy/
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Summary of the Addendum findings  

The additional investigation found that PFAS exposure 

risks are low and acceptable for all scenarios assessed 

around the Liverpool Fire Station, as outlined in Table . 

Table 1: Summary of risks by exposure scenario for 
residential properties around Liverpool Fire Station  

The June 2020 Human Health and Ecological Risk 

Assessment also identified a potential PFAS exposure risk 

for people eating recreationally caught fish and other 

species, from the Georges River. This risk is being 

managed through longstanding precautionary advice 

issued by the NSW Government. 

Understanding the results 

Food Standards Australia and New Zealand (FSANZ) 

have determined how much PFAS a person can be 

exposed to every day of their life without significant health 

risk. This is known as the tolerable daily intake.  

The Addendum to the June 2020 Human Health and 

Ecological Risk Assessment estimated how much PFAS 

people are exposed to each day from different scenarios, 

such as eating a variety of home-grown produce. These 

exposures are then compared to the tolerable daily intake 

to estimate risk.  

Low and acceptable exposure risk 

Where estimated exposure is lower than the tolerable 

daily  intake, the exposure risk is considered to be 

“low and acceptable”.  

Elevated exposure risk 

Where estimated exposure is higher than the tolerable 

daily intake, the exposure risk is considered to be 

“elevated”. This does not necessarily mean that adverse 

health effects will occur, but action may be required to 

reduce exposure as a precaution.  No elevated exposure 

risks have been identified for residential properties. 

Next steps 

Defence is now focused on implementing the 

recommendations in the PFAS Management Area Plan 

and continuing to monitor and track the nature and extent 

of PFAS contamination at Holsworthy Barracks and in the 

surrounding area. 

Exposure Scenario Exposure risk 

Eating, touching or inhaling dust 
or soil in residential gardens 

Low and 
acceptable   

Consumption of home grown 
herbs 

Low and 
acceptable  

Consumption of home grown 
fruits and vegetables 

Low and 
acceptable   

Consumption of home grown 
eggs  

Low and 
acceptable  

Cumualtive exposure to each of 
the above scenarios: soil and 
home grown produce and eggs 

Low and 
acceptable  

Touching / incidental swallowing 
of groundwater 

Low and 
acceptable  

Sampling Guidance Values  

Sampling results were compared to the guidance 

Keeping the community informed 

Defence will continue to keep the community informed 

about the progress of ongoing monitoring, and 

remediation and management activities on and in the area 

surrounding Holsworthy Barracks. Updates are provided 

through the project website, newsletters and factsheets as 

new information becomes available. 

Holsworthy Barracks Investigation Team 

 1800 421 329 

 www.defence.gov.au/environment/pfas/holsworthy 

 holsworthy@ch2m.com 

Media enquiries should be directed to Defence Media 

at media@defence.gov.au. 

Where can I get more information? 

For general advice about PFAS and reducing your risk of 

exposure, contact NSW Health on: 1300 066 055 

Additionally, the Commonwealth Department of Health 

has an information service for health related queries 

about PFAS: 

 1800 941 180 

 health.PFAS@health.gov.au. 
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