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Questions: 

I understand some new technology has been implemented to help try to remove some of the PFAS 
from the environment - where is this up to and is there any data to suggest it is working? 
 
Will there be any further community updates or information sessions? Or has there been any since 
2020? 
 
Is the Department of Defence continuing to monitor PFAS levels in the Jervis Bay/Creswell/Wreck 
Bay area? 
 
Given there are court proceedings - is the Department of Defence able to effectively liaise with the 
community on this matter? Or has someone else been delegated the role of keeping them 
informed?   

 
Response: 

The following statement can be attributed to a Defence spokesperson: 

Defence commenced detailed environmental investigations to identify the nature and extent of 

PFAS on and around the Jervis Bay Range Facility and HMAS Creswell in January 2017.  

Defence has published a Detailed Site Investigation (December 2020), a Human Health Risk 

Assessment (July 2019), an Ecological Risk Assessment (December 2020) and a PFAS Area 

Management Plan (December 2020), all available at 

https://defence.gov.au/environment/pfas/JervisBay/publications.asp. 

Defence is committed to working with the Wreck Bay Aboriginal Community Council and the wider 

community and to keep them informed about Defence’s approach to managing and remediating 

PFAS contamination on and around the Jervis Bay Range Facility. Defence last conducted a 

community consultation event in December 2020, and intends to conduct a further community 

consultation in coming months.     

As a key element of Defence’s PFAS Management Area Plan, Defence has been conducting ongoing 

monitoring of PFAS contamination in the area since October 2021.  This sampling tracks any change 

in the location and concentrations of PFAS contamination.  Groundwater, surface water and 

sediment are sampled at locations including the Jervis Bay Range Facility, HMAS Creswell and nearby 

water courses within Booderee National Park and Wreck Bay Village residential area.  Two rounds of 

sampling have been conducted to date, with results being provided to the ACT Environment 

Protection Authority.  Defence expects to publish an Ongoing Monitoring Annual Interpretive Report 

in the first quarter of 2023 – this report will summarise the sampling conducted between October 

2021 and April 2022, and provide analysis and interpretation of results. 

 

https://defence.gov.au/environment/pfas/JervisBay/publications.asp


As part of efforts to ensure that Defence maintains a full appreciation of the range of remediation 

and management options available, Defence is working with Photon Energy to trial electrochemical 

nano-remediation of PFAS in groundwater at Jervis Bay. This trial involves injecting iron 

nanoparticles suspended in water into a small area of PFAS contaminated groundwater and then 

applying a low direct current to the groundwater through electrodes inserted into the ground. 

Groundwater can then be treated in place without any requirement to pump or transport it.  The 

trial has been delayed due to COVID-19 restrictions and unusually high groundwater levels in the 

area, which required some re-design of the trial. Results are expected before the end of 2022. 

 


