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Questions: 

There have been claims by the Wreck Bay community that PFAS chemicals from firefighting foam are 

causing cancer in the area, have all but killed off Wreck Bay’s baby turtles, and that the residents no 

longer drink the water or fish on Mary’s Beach.  

Does the department have any response to these claims? Does it dispute any of the Wreck Bay 

Aboriginal Community's claims in the class action lawsuit or assertions that the chemicals are 

causing cancer, killing turtles and making the water undrinkable? 

 
Response: 

The following statement can be attributed to a Defence spokesperson: 

Defence commenced detailed environmental investigations to identify the nature and extent of 

PFAS on and around the Jervis Bay Range Facility and HMAS Creswell in January 2017.  

Defence has published a Detailed Site Investigation (December 2020), a Human Health Risk 

Assessment (July 2019), an Ecological Risk Assessment (December 2020) and a PFAS Area 

Management Plan (December 2020), all available at 

https://defence.gov.au/environment/pfas/JervisBay/publications.asp.  

Defence notes that the 2018 report by the Expert Panel for PFAS found that “For cancer, the Panel 

concluded there is no current evidence that (exposure to PFAS) suggests an increase in overall cancer 

risk.”  

The December 2021 PFAS Health study conducted by the Australia National University found that 

“For the majority of health outcomes studied, findings were consistent with previous studies that 

have not conclusively identified causative links between PFAS and health.” Further information on 

health matters should be referred to ACT and Commonwealth health authorities.   

The Commonwealth Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development, 

Communications and the Arts advises that drinking water in Wreck Bay Village and Jervis Bay Village 

is safe to drink.  The ACT Chief Health Officer has issued precautionary advice noting that Mary Creek 

is closed to human use, and that catching and eating seafood from Summercloud Creek, Captains 

Lagoon and Flat Rock Creek should be avoided.  

On 2 February 2021, Shine Lawyers filed class action proceedings in the Federal Court of Australia in 

relation to persons and an entity with an interest in land situated in a delineated area around Jervis 

Bay and Wreck Bay, NSW. The proceedings relate to Defence’s historical use of firefighting foam 

containing per- and poly-fluoroalkyl substances.  As this matter is before the Court, it would not be 

appropriate to comment further. 
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