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Question: 

Regarding the Human Health and Ecological Risk Assessment for PFAS contamination of the area 

around the Kapooka Blamey Barracks near Wagga, which has now been released. 

- What steps will Defence and the Blamey Barracks take in the short-term to assist affected 

landowners? 

- Why won't Defence consider acquiring the properties that were found to be affected? 

Response: 

On 23 June 2021, Defence published an online community update to share the findings of the PFAS 
Management Area Plan and the Human Health and Ecological Risk Assessment.  
 
The update, which includes a presentation and a transcript, is available at: 
https://www.defence.gov.au/environment/pfas/Kapooka/CommunityUpdates.asp  
 
Defence has developed, in consultation with state and local government agencies, a PFAS 
Management Area Plan (PMAP) based on the findings of the investigation, which informs the 
activities Defence will undertake to manage, monitor and reduce the risks of PFAS exposure on, and 
around, the Base.  
 
The PMAP recommends that Defence:  

· supports NSW agencies to provide precautionary advice 
· implements surface water drainage improvements to reduce the mass of PFAS entering 

Kapooka Creek from the base. 

· implements an Ongoing Monitoring Program 

Defence will now engage a specialist environmental consultant to conduct these investigations and 
deliver the recommendations of the PMAP. An accredited contaminated land site auditor will also be 
engaged to provide technical oversight for PFAS remediation activities.  

Defence will undertake biannual sampling in the Management Area to monitor PFAS contamination 
over the next two years. The sampling will look at changes in PFAS concentration, movement and 
geographical spread. This will help Defence and the community to understand the effectiveness of 
its remedial approach. The results of this ongoing monitoring will be published on the Defence 
website. 

At this stage, the full cost of remediation and monitoring measures is not known. Remediation costs 
for each site depends on the scope of work and the technical options used for remediation and 
management.  

Defence remains committed to working with the community, and to being actively involved in the 
remediation and management of PFAS contamination on and around the Base. Following release of 
the reports, Defence will invite affected landholders in the vicinity of Blamey Barracks to meet with 
Defence to discuss the investigation findings.  

If community members have questions about the findings of the investigation, they are encouraged 
to submit them through the questions field attached to the online update. Alternatively, community 
members are welcome to contact the Defence information line on 1800 931 700 or contact the 
investigation team on wagga.defence@jacobs.com.  
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