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Questions:  
1. Are you concerned about the PFAS contamination around the Kapooka army base and the effect 
this could have on residents?  
 
2. Have you been kept updated on the progress of the Human Health and Ecological Risk Assessment 
for the area, which has now been delayed by more than six months from when it was originally 
expected?  
 
3. What will you do if the HHERA finds that there is an unacceptable risk to human health on some 
properties in the area?  
 
Response:  
The Australian Government remains committed to concluding the environment investigation into 
PFAS contamination on and near Blamey Barracks (Kapooka).  
 
Defence acknowledges that communities in areas where PFAS contamination has been detected are 
very concerned about how this may affect them. The Government’s first priority has consistently 
been to ensure the wellbeing of affected communities.  
 
The Human Health and Ecological Risk Assessment at Blamey Barracks is being finalised, and Defence 
is using the findings to develop a PFAS Management Area Plan. This Plan will recommend actions to 
monitor and manage PFAS contamination on and near Blamey Barracks. The results of the Human 
Health and Ecological Risk Assessment and PFAS Management Area Plan will be shared with the local 
community through an online community update.  
 
Defence is not an authority on community health and relies on guidance from the relevant health 
authorities, including the New South Wales Government. All results from private property sampling 
have been shared with NSW Environment Protection Authority, who are responsible for decisions 
regarding precautionary advice to reduce PFAS exposure.  
 
If residents have concerns about PFAS and their health, they can consult the Department of Health’s 
dedicated PFAS information service by calling 1800 941 180 or emailing health.pfas@health.gov.au.  
 
Defence remains committed to being open and transparent with communities impacted by PFAS and 

engaging across all levels of Government to support affected communities. 
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