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Questions:  
The department's fact sheet from December last year mentioned that an assessment of remediation 
options for the remaining contaminated soil had been undertaken and planning for soil remediation 
works was underway - Has planning for remediation work been completed? If so, what type of 
remediation work will be undertaken and when? If not, when will planning be completed (and what 
remediation option is the department planning to use), and when will the remediation work 
commence? How much soil remains contaminated?  
Has planning for groundwater remediation begun/been completed? If so, what type of groundwater 
remediation work will be carried out and when? If not, when will this begin and be completed?  
What has been learned so far from the study into the movement of PFAS off-base through surface 
and groundwater?  
 
Response:  
The Department of Defence is undertaking a range of PFAS management and remediation activities 
at RAAF Base Edinburgh, including excavation and treatment of soil and implementation of 
groundwater treatment technologies.  
 
Remediation of groundwater at RAAF Base Edinburgh started in August 2019. As of 7 May 2021, over 
31.46 million litres of water has been treated and more than 11kg of PFAS removed from the 
aquifer, with treated water being re-injected into the aquifer. Treatment of groundwater at the 
current fire training area will continue until remedial objectives are met, which will become clearer 
as treatment progresses.  
 
Defence has completed a number of soil remedial trials on base, including soil washing and soil 
stabilisation. The soil washing trial, which treated more than 10,000 tonnes of soil, ended in August 
2020 with the plant successfully removing approximately 90% of PFAS from this soil. The soil 
stabilisation trial involved a chemical additive being worked into soil, which effectively renders PFAS 
immobile and effectively limits the ability of PFAS to leach from contaminated soils into groundwater 
or surface water.  
 
The remedial approaches being proposed in the soil remediation action plan are likely to 
recommend managing or treating the majority of contaminated soils on-site. Some soils which are 
highly contaminated will require thermal destruction. Defence currently anticipates that 
approximately 35,000 tonnes of soil will be treated as part of soil remedial works. Following 
approval of the soil remediation action plan by the independent auditor (expected third quarter 
2021), remedial contractors will be procured and works are expected to commence in late 2021. Soil 
remediation works are expected to continue throughout 2022. 


