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Question 

I’ve been speaking to members of the Wreck Bay community this week and I have a number 

of question’s I’d like to grab a defence response to if possible.   

1. Why was the ecological risk assessment and management plan pushed back to the fourth

quarter of 2020 when it was originally due at the beginning of this year?

2. Has any update been provided to the communities in Jervis Bay, particularly the Wreck Bay

community?

3. They are worried about drinking contaminated water and have been fundraising for bottled

water  supplies- has defence assisted or do they plan to assist with this in any way to help

alleviate their concerns until all the assessments are complete and a management plan is in

place?

4. Is any mental health support being provided to the indigenous community, who haven’t

been able to undertake cultural practices like catching shellfish in their usual locations and

bathing in their usual creeks for a couple of years almost since they found out about the

contamination, and who prior to finding out about unsafe contamination levels, were

potentially consuming contaminated produce/water?

5. They tell me that had a meeting with the captain of HMAS Creswell last week putting these

concerns to him and they were told they would get a response this week, will that response

to concerns about drinking water and mental health specifically, be made public for the

wider concerned community?

6. Finally, they are still calling for blood tests due to the risky levels of PFAS found on some

parts of their land, for example Summercloud Creek and the amount of time their people

spent in that creek/amount they would eat from it- is this something defence will consider at

all?

7. Is there any indication as to when in the final quarter of 2020, the final report/mgmt. plan is

due to be released?

Response  

Defence has been regularly engaging with the Jervis Bay community about the progress and findings 

of the PFAS Detailed Environmental Investigation. 

All investigation reports are provided to the Wreck Bay Aboriginal Community Council (WBACC) for 

comment prior to finalisation. Defence has recently been in discussions with the WBACC Board on 

the Ecological Risk Assessment and PFAS Management Area Plan and has now updated these 

documents in consultation with WBACC. Defence anticipates finalising these reports and holding a 

community update during the 4th quarter of 2020, however the timeframe for publication of these 

reports and the format of any associated community engagement will be determined in consultation 

with WBACC. 

Defence is aware of the Facebook fundraiser for bottled water supplies, and the claims made about 

PFAS in the Jervis Bay Territory drinking water supply. 



 

Defence has collected multiple samples from Lake Windermere, where the Territory’s drinking water 

is sourced.  Although PFAS has been detected in Lake Windermere, the concentrations found to date 

have all been many times lower than the national health based guidance value for PFAS in drinking 

water.  

 

Prior to being distributed through the mains supply network, water from Lake Windermere is 

treated at the Territory Water Treatment Plant.  Sampling conducted on treated water at the 

Territory Water Treatment Plant during the Defence investigation in 2017 and 2018 did not detect 

any PFAS concentrations. This means that there was no PFAS detected in samples or the level of 

PFAS was too small for laboratories to reliably detect. This advice has been provided to the Jervis Bay 

community on several occasions. 

 

Last week, the Captain of HMAS Creswell, in response to a request from an interested person of the 

community, held a productive discussion with members of the Wreck Bay community to discuss a 

number of matters relating to the status and findings of the PFAS investigation. At this meeting, 

Defence listened to community representatives’ concerns. Defence has agreed to provide a 

newsletter update to the community which will include information on test results related to the JBT 

water supply.  The newsletter will also reiterate the findings of the Human Health Risk Assessment 

which was published and shared with the community in 2019.  

 

Community members that have questions about the investigation findings are encouraged to 

contact the dedicated investigation information line on 1800 987 618 or email JervisBay@ghd.com. 

 

Community members that require mental health or counselling support are encouraged to contact 

their local Primary Health Network for more information on the mental health and counselling 

services available in their region. 

 

The Australian Government Voluntary Blood Testing Program, which was administered by the 

Department of Health, closed on 30 June 2019. Further questions on the program should be directed 

to the Department of Health. 


