
Response provided to journalist 

3 September 2020 

Question 

I understand that the Department of Defence has agreed to supply free water to residents living in 

the PFAS Red Zone around Williamtown RAAF base for another 12 months.  

Question 1: Is this correct? Why was this decision made? 

Question 2:Has there been any recent progress about the PFAS soil remediation project that 

involved sending soil samples to Adelaide? 

Question 3: Has there been any recent progress on the remediation of Lack Cochran at the 

Williamtown RAAF base? 

Response 

As a precautionary measure to eliminate the primary PFAS exposure pathway, Defence committed 

to providing eligible properties in Williamtown, Katherine and Oakey an alternate supply of drinking 

water. This included connecting properties to town water, or the provision of rainwater tanks and 

associated infrastructure.    

As part of this commitment, Defence agreed to fund the cost of town water bills for eligible 

properties in Williamtown for an initial period of three years.   The purpose of these arrangements 

were to assist residents and property owners to transition to new circumstances where costs would 

be incurred for water consumption, to understand costs associated with their water use, and to 

make any necessary adjustments to water consumption to achieve sustainable water use.  

Defence has determined that it will continue to make payments for town water bills for one 

additional year. This decision is intended to further assist residents in transitioning household 

expenses to include water consumption and moving to standard billing processes. Defence issued 

written advice to properties in the water support program via registered post on 18 and 19 August 

2020. 

Defence has excavated 1,446 tonnes of contaminated soil at the RAAF Base Williamtown Fire 

Station. The excavation of contaminated source areas is an important part of Defence’s strategy to 

reduce the migration of PFAS into the surrounding environment. In November 2019, the excavated 

soil was transported to RAAF Base Edinburgh for treatment as part of a soil treatment technology 

trial. The soil treatment plant at RAAF Base Edinburgh successfully removed 98% of PFAS mass from 

the soil.  

Further research has highlighted that Lake Cochran is not a major source of PFAS, however it does 

allow potentially PFAS impacted surface and groundwater to interact before leaving the base 

boundary. To address this, Defence has installed a Passive Barrier Treatment system at Lake 

Cochran. This technology will remove PFAS from surface water before it enters and after it leaves 

Lake Cochran and its full applicability to this site, as well as the potential to use at other sites, will be 

assessed over the next 12 months.  Passive technology treats water in-place rather than pumping it 

to and from a water treatment plant, allowing water to naturally flow to and from Lake Cochran.   

The Lake Cochran water treatment plant, commissioned in 2017, was an interim measure to reduce 

the concentration of PFAS in water leaving Lake Cochran, while a long-term solution for Lake 



Cochran was developed and implemented.  The Lake Cochran water treatment plant has been 

decommissioned and replaced with the Passive Barrier Treatment system. 


