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Question  

Enquiry regarding the RAAF Williams (Laverton) online community update.  

Response  
 
On 4 November 2020, Defence published a community update to share the findings of the Detailed 
Site Investigation into PFAS at RAAF Williams (Laverton) and nearby areas. The update, which 
includes a presentation and a transcript, is available at: 
www.defence.gov.au/environment/pfas/williams/communityupdates.asp.  
  
The Detailed Site Investigation identified the main PFAS source areas and how PFAS is moving 
through the environment. These findings are summarised in the Detailed Site Investigation 
factsheet. 
 
The next step in the investigation is to undertake a Human Health and Ecological Risk Assessment. 
The Detailed Site Investigation identified potential PFAS exposure scenarios that will be further 
assessed in the Human Health and Ecological Risk Assessment. These are: 
 

 The potential for wildlife to be exposed to PFAS in Skeleton Creek, Laverton RAAF Swamp, 
Sanctuary Lakes and Cheetham Wetlands.  

 The potential for people to be exposed to PFAS by consuming fish and eels caught at 
Skeleton Creek and Sanctuary Lakes.   

 The potential for people to be exposed to PFAS through some uses of soil at Williams 
Landing. Specifically, Defence will further assess the potential exposure pathway via 
consumption of home grown produce (fruits, vegetables and chicken eggs). A preliminary 
assessment of PFAS in soil in the area indicates that the exposure risk is low and there is no 
need for people to change the way they use their land. 

 
Defence will also conduct additional sampling to assess PFAS impacts to groundwater from the 
former GEMS compound, which is on divested land to the south east of the Base. The GEMS 
compound is highlighted in the attached map.  
  
Defence is committed to keeping the community informed of the findings of the investigation. If any 
community members have questions about the findings of the investigation, they are encouraged to 
submit them through the questions field attached to the online update or to contact the 
investigation team on 1800 549 828 or williams.defence@aurecongroup.com. Once the Human 
Health and Ecological Risk Assessment is complete, Defence will publish another community update 
to share the findings. 
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