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Question 
I’ve seen a few PFAS settlements around the country over the last seven days and 
wondering if you have any idea what’s going on down at Wreck Bay in NSW? 
 
The Indigenous population seem to be claiming there is PFAS contamination at a 
significant site – do you know anything about it? Or are there plans to investigate 
further? 
 
Also are there any new developments with the already discovered PFAS sites on the 
South Coast? Especially considering these new settlements elsewhere. 
 
 
Response 
Defence is committed to regularly updating affected communities throughout the 
investigation, remediation and monitoring process and community engagement 
continues to occur where detailed environmental investigations into per- and poly-
fluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) are underway or have been completed by Defence. 
 
In January 2017, Defence commenced a detailed environmental investigation into 
the presence of PFAS on, and in the vicinity of, Jervis Bay Range Facility to identify 
the nature and extent of PFAS in the environment from the use of legacy firefighting 
foam at the Base.  
 
Defence completed a Detailed Site Investigation, a Human Health Risk Assessment 
and an Interim Ecological Risk Assessment.  

 The Detailed Site Investigation involved sampling of soil, sediment, surface 
water and groundwater, to better understand how PFAS moves through the 
environment.  

 The Human Health Risk Assessment and Interim Ecological Risk Assessment 
sought to evaluate potential exposure-risks to people, plants and animals, 
within the investigation area.  

 The Ecological Risk Assessment is in the final stage of investigation.  
 

The findings of the Detailed Site Investigation are being used to develop a PFAS 
Management Area Plan to manage, monitor and reduce the risks of PFAS exposure 
on and around the Base.  
 
All findings from the investigation are available on the online, including detailed 
reports and factsheets – 
www.defence.gov.au/environment/PFAS/jervisbay/publications.asp. 
 
Defence has worked closely with the Jervis Bay community, including the Wreck Bay 
Aboriginal Community, throughout the investigation. This has included discussions 
about investigation processes and surveys, as well as meetings with the Wreck Bay 
Aboriginal Community Council Board to discuss permits and investigation results. 
Defence has held six information sessions with the Jervis Bay and Wreck Bay 
Aboriginal communities. As well as community information sessions, updates are 

http://www.defence.gov.au/environment/PFAS/jervisbay/publications.asp


provided through the project website, newsletters, factsheets and a dedicated 
information line. 
 
Defence has completed a detailed environmental investigation into the presence of 
PFAS on, and in the vicinity of, HMAS Albatross. This investigation concluded in 
June 2018 and all findings are available on the investigation website 
–  www.defence.gov.au/environment/PFAS/albatross/publications.asp. Defence has 
used these findings to develop a PFAS Management Area Plan, which is also 
available on the investigation website. This plan informs the activities Defence will 
undertake to manage, monitor and reduce the risks of PFAS exposure on, and 
around, the Base. 
 
No class action has been initiated against Defence in relation to Wreck Bay, NSW. If 
anyone considers that they or their business have suffered loss or damage as a 
consequence of Defence activities involving PFAS, they can make a claim to 
Defence. Information is available at: 
www.defence.gov.au/Environment/PFAS/FinancialClaims.asp  
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