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Questions 

With the release of the Government's Whole of Australian Government response to the 

report of the Joint Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade Inquiry into 

the management of per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) contamination in and around 

Defence bases, it states the following – 

Community Liaison Officers (CLOs) from the Department of Human Services have 

been appointed in Oakey and Williamtown to provide ongoing support to community 

members. The role of the CLOs is to support community engagement, link residents 

with support services and facilitate local coordination with government authorities. 

My questions is: Why are there no CLO's for the town of Katherine - which has a far greater 

number of people impacted? 

I have another question on PFAS report. The report responds to a committee 

recommendation I cannot understand. It comes from concern that Katherine Town Council is 

using contaminated bore water to irrigates sports grounds. The recommendation in the 

report is: 

In collaboration with states and territories, review the effectiveness of current advice 

regarding the use of contaminated bore water for irrigation purposes and to consider 

whether restrictions should be put in place; 

What is the current advice on this? 

Response 

The contract for the Defence Community Liaison Officer in Katherine expired in mid-2018. At 

the time, Defence, in cooperation with the Department of Human Services (now Services 

Australia) concluded that the community was using already available services rather than 

those provided by the Community Liaison Officer.   

There are a number of community services currently available to Katherine residents which 

are able to be facilitated through the Primary Health Network. Defence is committed to 

maintaining an ongoing relationship with the community and works with local community 

members, local councils and federal and state authorities to facilitate services so they are 

available to those who need them. 

Outdoor use of bore water for non-drinking purposes in Katherine was considered in the 

Human Health Risk Assessment and was assessed as low and acceptable. There is 

currently no restriction on the use of bore water to irrigate sports grounds in Katherine. 

Defence continues to monitor the concentration of PFAS in the Katherine Management Area 

through the ongoing monitoring program.   

Further questions on precautionary advisories should be directed to the Northern Territory 

Environment Protection Authority. 

 


