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Questions  

Can I please request info that is being reported in the Townsville Bulletin, that PFAS has spread 

from Lavarack Barracks to nearby suburbs and that the Dept. of Defence has released a plan on 

managing that? 

 

I can’t find the plan online, are you able to send it to me? 

 

When was this information discovered? 

 

Response  

PFAS is a national issue facing a number of sites outside of Defence across Australia. Defence is 

committed to regularly updating affected communities throughout the investigation, remediation and 

monitoring process and community engagement continues to occur where detailed environmental 

investigations into PFAS are underway or have been completed by Defence.  

 

Defence has completed an environmental investigation into the nature and extent of PFAS at 

Lavarack Barracks and the surrounding area. The final investigation findings have been published 

on the Defence website including the Ecological Risk Assessment, the second Seasonal Monitoring 

Event report, and the ongoing monitoring and remediation initiatives recommended in Defence’s 

PFAS Management Area Plan.  

 

In December 2019 Defence published a Human Health Risk Assessment which found that all PFAS 

exposure scenarios considered were found to have a low and acceptable exposure risk with the 

exception of consuming some species of fish from some locations in the investigation area.  

 

Based on Defence’s findings, Queensland Health advises that existing signs and advice 

recommending against fishing in the Idalia lakes should continue to be observed. Queensland 

Health assessed results from fish tested from the Ross River and found that the levels of PFOS and 

PFHxS would not change the standard fish consumption advice issued by Food Standards Australia 

and New Zealand which are protective of exposure to other substances, specifically mercury.  

 

The PFAS Management Area Plan for Lavarack Barracks recommends actions to manage and 

reduce the risks of PFAS exposure for the community living and working within the management 

area. The recommendations are: 



 Residents continue to follow the precautionary advice issued by Queensland Health in 

February 2019 regarding the consumption of fish caught within the investigation area.  

 Defence to take steps to remediate PFAS source areas on-Base such as the Former Fire 

Station. 

 Defence to undertake further analysis to understand the nature and extent of groundwater 

and surface water interaction within the Former Fire Training Area and the Monocell, an 

existing contaminated material containment cell, at Lavarack Barracks. 

 Defence to further investigate the migration of PFAS from source areas on the Base to off-

site locations. 

 Defence to implement administrative control measures, such as use of personal protective 

equipment, to minimise contact with contaminated soils on base. 

 

Ongoing monitoring forms an important part of the PFAS Management Area Plan, and Defence will 

undertake biannual sampling in the Management Area to monitor PFAS contamination over the next 

three years. The sampling will look at changes in PFAS concentration and geographical spread and 

will help Defence and the community to understand whether the controls in place need to be 

adapted, or if more might be required.  

 

Construction and base development projects conduct contamination and environmental 

assessments and typically manage any potential impact through a Construction Environmental 

Management Plan. 

 

Background: 

Defence has completed an environmental investigation into the nature and extent of PFAS at 

Lavarack Barracks and surrounding area, which includes the findings of the Ecological Risk 

Assessment, the second Seasonal Monitoring Event report, and the ongoing monitoring and 

remediation initiatives recommended in Defence’s PFAS Management Area Plan. The findings of 

the final investigation are summarised in a community update which is available at: 

www.defence.gov.au/environment/pfas/lavarack/.  

 

As part of the investigation, Defence conducted a Human Health Risk Assessment and all PFAS 

exposure scenarios considered in this assessment were found to have a low and acceptable 

exposure risk with the exception of consuming some species of fish from some locations in the 

investigation area. Based on Defence’s findings, Queensland Health advises that existing signs and 

advice recommending against fishing in the Idalia lakes should continue to be observed. 

Queensland Health assessed results from fish tested from the Ross River and found that the levels 

of PFOS and PFHxS would not change the standard fish consumption advice issued by Food 

http://www.defence.gov.au/environment/pfas/lavarack/


Standards Australia and New Zealand which are protective of exposure to other substances, 

specifically mercury.  


