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18 August 2020 

Questions  

I’m working on a story about the PFAS contamination class action lawsuit launched by Shine 

Lawyers , alleging the Department of Defence allowed the chemicals to escape from the RAAF 

base Townsville and contaminate local environments.  

 

I have some questions for an ADF spokesperson below.  

 How long has the department been undertaking investigations to determine the extent of 

contamination from PFAS chemicals used on the RAAF Base Townsville? 

 What other action is being taken in regards to the matter? 

 

Response  

Per- and poly-fluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) is a national issue facing a number of sites outside of 

Defence across Australia. Defence is committed to regularly updating affected communities 

throughout the investigation, remediation and monitoring process and community engagement 

continues to occur where detailed environmental investigations into PFAS are underway or have 

been completed by Defence.  

 

In March 2017, Defence commenced a detailed environmental investigation into the presence of 

PFAS on and in the vicinity of RAAF Base Townsville to identify the nature and extent of PFAS in 

the environment from the use of legacy firefighting foam at RAAF Base Townsville. 

 

Defence completed the investigation in December 2019 and the findings are available on the 

Defence website, including detailed reports and factsheets. 

www.defence.gov.au/environment/pfas/townsville/. 

 

Defence has developed a PFAS Management Area Plan (PMAP) based on the findings of the 

investigation, which informs the activities Defence will undertake to manage, monitor and reduce the 

risks of PFAS exposure on, and around, the Base. The PMAP focuses on reducing the mass of 

PFAS discharged from the Base following rainfall. To address this, the PMAP recommends some or 

all of the following options be considered:  

 

 Remediating on-base PFAS source areas to minimise future migration of PFAS in surface 

water.  



 Diverting surface water away from source areas to reduce PFAS migration from the Base. 

This may include reshaping the area to allow surface water to move away from source areas 

and minimise the uptake of PFAS from impacted soil. 

 

Ongoing monitoring forms an important part of the PFAS Management Area Plan. Defence is 

undertaking biannual sampling in the Management Area to monitor PFAS contamination over the 

next three years. The sampling will look at changes in PFAS concentration and geographical spread 

and will help Defence and the community to understand whether the controls in place need to be 

adapted, or if more might be required.  

 

On 15 April 2020, Shine Lawyers filed a class action, Haswell & Anor v Commonwealth, in the 

Federal Court of Australia in relation to the Department of Defence’s historical use of aqueous film 

forming foam containing per- and poly-fluoroalkyl substances.  

 

This class action is on behalf of property owners in delineated areas around Defence Bases at 

Pearce, WA, Darwin, NT, Richmond, NSW, Wagga Wagga, NSW, Edinburgh, SA, Bandiana, VIC, 

and Townsville, QLD. The applicants raise causes of action in nuisance, negligence, and under the 

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Act 1999 (Cth). The next case management hearing is set 

down for 22 December 2020. As this matter is before the Court, it would not be appropriate to 

comment further. 


