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Questions  

I am seeking answers to the following questions: 

1. Why has the Bandiana HERRA not been published, and when will it be published?  

2. What action has Defence taken in response to findings from the HERRA?  

3. What action has Defence taken to remediate PFAS concentration on and off the Bandiana base?  

4. Residents believe it was highly likely that PFAS concentrations exceeding drinking water guidelines 

were present in the Wodonga water supply, at some point. Can Defence rule this out?  

5. Will the progression of the Bandiana PFAS investigation be affected in any way by the class action 

enacted by Shine Lawyers?  

Response  

Defence is committed to keeping the community surrounding the Bandiana Military Area updated 

on the findings and progress of the PFAS environmental investigation. Defence directly engages with 

property owners to discuss the results of sampling and encourages community members to register 

for the investigation stakeholder list to receive periodic email updates.  

Defence has completed a Detailed Site Investigation at Bandiana which identified limited pathways 

for people to be exposed to PFAS, including consumption of home-grown produce (red meat, fruit, 

vegetables and eggs), consumption of fish from local waterways, and recreational use of local 

waterways. As a precaution, Defence is undertaking a Human Health and Ecological Risk Assessment 

to further consider these exposure pathways and assess the level of exposure risk. Defence expects 

to complete the Human Health and Ecological Risk Assessment by the end of the year, however, 

completion dates are subject to change due to the detailed nature of the investigations and the 

need for comprehensive reviews. Defence’s PFAS environmental investigations timelines are not 

impacted by class actions.  

Defence is using the findings of the Investigation to develop a PFAS Management Area Plan, which 

will assess if measures are required to manage and reduce the risks of PFAS exposure. It will also 

outline the sampling program to monitor and track PFAS contamination over the coming years. The 

PFAS Management Area Plan is expected to be finalised in conjunction with the Human Health and 

Ecological Risk Assessment. When the Human Health and Ecological Risk Assessment and PFAS 

Management Area Plan are complete, Defence will publish the findings on the PFAS website and 

provide an update to the community. Details of the update will be advertised closer to the date.  

The Investigation did not identify any potential exposure risks associated with drinking water 

sources. On 17 September 2018, North East Water issued a media release to confirm that the 

Wodonga drinking water supply is safe to drink. This advice is based on the results of sampling 

undertaken by North East Water in consultation with the Victorian Department of Health and 

Human Services. Sampling showed no levels of concern, with PFAS detections well below the 

Australian Drinking Water Guidelines. North East Water conducts routine sampling for PFAS in 

Wodonga, and publishes these results on their website.  



Defence is not a health authority and, as such, relies on guidance and advice from relevant health 

authorities, including Victorian government agencies. Defence has shared the results of all sampling 

conducted, as well as investigation reports, with these Victorian agencies, who are able to review 

and assess this information to determine if precautionary advice is required.  

The Environmental Health Standing Committee (enHealth) has released guidance statements to help 

assess public health risks when PFAS have been released into the environment. In July 2019, the 

statements were updated to reflect the most current evidence relating to PFAS.  

The Australian Government’s Expert Health Panel for PFAS found that, although the scientific 

evidence in humans is limited, reviews and scientific research to date have provided fairly consistent 

reports of an association with several health effects. The health effects reported in these 

associations are generally small and within normal ranges for the whole population. There is also 

limited to no evidence of human disease or other clinically significant harm resulting from PFAS 

exposure at this time. Further information on the guidance statements and health can be found at: 

https://www1.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/ohp-pfas-expertpanel.htm.  

Commencing in November 2016, the Australian Government offered a free blood test for PFAS to 

people who live or work, or who have lived or worked, in the Williamtown and Oakey investigation 

areas and who have potentially been exposed to PFAS. In March 2018, this program was extended to 

include the RAAF Base Tindal Investigation Area as part of a Government support package to the 

Katherine community. On June 30 2019, the Australian Government’s PFAS Voluntary Blood Testing 

Program concluded. More information about this program is available at: 

http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/ohp-pfas-bloodtesting.htm. 
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