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Questions: 

Can I please grab a statement addressing the following topics: 

- The occurrence of PFAS contamination in Australia, including the number of affected 

sites  

- The process of investigation at contaminated sites 

- The notification process for affected residents and the mitigation measures put in 

place while the investigation is underway 

- The impact of PFAS on human health and the health conditions it’s been linked to 

- How the government’s response ensures the health of those living in contaminated 

areas 

 

And specifically in Bullsbrook: 

- The investigation process and the results of that investigation, in terms of how many 

houses recorded unsafe levels of contamination 

- The decision to cease the provision of bottled water for households that didn’t record 

unsafe levels of contamination  

- The action plan and solutions for those households that did record unsafe levels of 

contamination 

- The government’s stance on providing funding to connect Bullsbrook to scheme 

water 

- The government’s stance on providing compensation for those affected by 

contamination, to make up for falling property prices and potential health issues 

 

Response: 

Defence is unable to facilitate an interview. The below response can be attributed to a 

spokesperson from Defence: 

The Department of Defence is working closely with the PFAS Taskforce in the Department of 

the Environment and Energy, which is coordinating the whole-of-government responses to 

PFAS. PFAS is a national issue facing a number of sites outside of Defence across 

Australia. For a whole-of-Government response regarding PFAS, questions would be best 

directed to the Department of Environment and Energy. Defence is able to provide 

information relating the Defence National PFAS Investigation and Management Program. 

Defence is investigating the extent of PFAS contamination across the Defence estate 

resulting from legacy use of aqueous film forming foam. 

As part of the National PFAS Investigation and Management Program, Defence is currently 

undertaking, or has completed, detailed environmental investigations into the nature and 

extent of PFAS at 28 sites across the Defence estate. 



The detailed environmental investigations are undertaken in accordance with the National 

Environmental Protection (Assessment of Site Contamination) Measure 1999 (NEPM). The 

NEPM was established by Commonwealth legislation and incorporated into States and 

Territory legislation to provide a nationally consistent approach in the assessment of site 

contamination. 

There are three main stages to the NEPM process, a Preliminary Site Investigation, a 

Detailed Site Investigation and, if required, a Human Health and/or Ecological Risk 

assessment. The findings of the detailed environmental investigations inform the 

development of a PFAS Management Area Plan, which recommends actions to manage and 

mitigate the risks of PFAS exposure at the Base and in the surrounding community. Further 

information is available on the Defence investigation process webpage 

www.defence.gov.au/Environment/PFAS/InvestigationProcess.asp. 

Defence is not a health authority and as such relies on the guidance and advice from the 

relevant health authorities, including the Environmental Health Standing Committee 

(enHealth).  

EnHealth has released guidance statements to help assess public health risks when PFAS 

have been released into the environment. In July 2019, the statements were updated to 

reflect the most current evidence relating to PFAS. 

The Australian Government’s Expert Health Panel for PFAS found that, although the 

scientific evidence in humans is limited, reviews and scientific research to date have 

provided fairly consistent reports of an association with several health effects. The health 

effects reported in these associations are generally small and within normal ranges for the 

whole population. There is also limited to no evidence of human disease or other clinically 

significant harm resulting from PFAS exposure at this time. Further information on the 

guidance statements and health can be found at: 

https://www1.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/ohp-pfas-expert-

panel.htm. 

As a precaution, the Australian Government has invested in a $55 million drinking water 

program for property owners in communities surrounding the Army Aviation Centre Oakey 

(Queensland), and RAAF Bases Williamtown (NSW), Tindal (Northern Territory) and Pearce 

(Western Australia), who use bores as their primary source of drinking water, and where 

PFAS is present at levels above the drinking water Health Based guidance value. This 

program is focussed on breaking the primary PFAS exposure pathway of consumption of 

PFAS impacted water. This program has included packaged water, installation of new 

rainwater tanks or connection to town water schemes. 

Defence advises the local community when a detailed environmental investigation 

commences. Affected communities are kept up to date on the progress and findings of 

investigations through a range of approaches including, information sessions, factsheets, 

presentations, personal calls, visits, emails and through dedicated investigation information 

lines. 

The detailed environmental investigation at RAAF Base Pearce and nearby areas is now 

complete. The investigation identified key PFAS source areas and pathways and following a 
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Human Health risk assessment concluded that PFAS exposure risks are generally low and 

acceptable. Two potentially elevated exposure risks were identified: 

 Soil and water within some areas of the Base have been identified as posing an 

elevated risk of PFAS exposure to Base workers during intrusive ground works. 

Management measures will be put in place to ensure that exposure does not exceed 

the relevant guidance values. 

 Drinking bore water at normal consumption rates presents a low and acceptable 

exposure risk for the majority of properties in the Investigation Area. Drinking bore 

water presents an elevated exposure risk at some properties where PFAS was 

detected above drinking water guidelines. These properties have been contacted and 

are being supplied with packaged water until a long term solution is implemented. 

  

As a precautionary measure, while the PFAS investigation was being undertaken at RAAF 

Base Pearce and nearby areas, Defence offered and has been providing packaged drinking 

water to properties within the Investigation Area who sourced drinking water via groundwater 

bores. The investigation has found that the majority of these properties do not have PFAS 

impacted bores (ie these properties did not have PFAS detections above the limit of 

reporting) and can return to using bore water, considerate of Department of Health and the 

Western Australian Department of Water and Environmental Regulation guidance.  

Defence will continue to provide packaged water to properties that have recorded a PFAS 

detect above the limit of reporting until a long term solution is implemented. The limit of 

reporting (LOR) is the lowest concentration level that the laboratory is able to measure in a 

sample with a reasonable degree of certainty. Where the laboratory results show a result 

below limit of reporting, it means that if PFAS is present in the sample it is too low for the 

laboratory to measure with any degree of certainty. 

Following careful consideration of a range of long term water supply options for residences 

above the limit of reporting, including rainwater tanks, Point of Entry Filtration Systems 

(POET) and connection to town water schemes , POET systems have emerged as the most 

suitable risk-based solution for these residences. POET systems involve the installation of 

water treatment equipment on the impacted bore to reduce PFAS concentrations in the bore 

water. Packaged water will continue to be supplied to these properties until long term 

solutions are in place. 

The Australian Government has considered all the available information relating to PFAS 

contamination, including site investigation results, community views, expert advice, and 

scientific data, and is responding to PFAS in a way that is consistent with the available 

evidence. Based on the knowledge and evidence available at this time, the Australian 

Government is not considering a land purchase program as a result of PFAS contamination. 

If an individual or business considers that they have suffered a loss or injury as a 

consequence of Defence activities, it is open to that individual or business to make a claim. 

Further information on financial claims is available on the defence website at: 

www.defence.gov.au/Environment/PFAS/FinancialClaims.asp 
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