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Question: 
 
1. Why are blood tests not available for Ipswich residents? 

2. Why are blood tests not being undertaken on RAAF Base Amberley personnel? 

3. Is this being considered by the Defence Department? 

4. There are areas where PFAS is a concern for groundwater as potable water. Will 

you provide bulk water supplies to these people? 

5 Please provide a diagram showing the investigation area? 

6 Please provide a diagram showing what you mean by the expanded investigation 

area? 

7. Mr Neumann says the Defence Department are being deliberately low-key about 

this issue. How do you respond to that? 

8 Is there another community briefing planned? 

 
 
Response: 
 
Defence is working closely with the Department of the Environment and Energy 

PFAS Taskforce, who are coordinating the whole-of-Government response to PFAS. 

PFAS is a national issue facing a number of sites outside of Defence across 

Australia. For a whole-of-Government response regarding PFAS, questions should 

be directed to the Department of the Environment and Energy. 

 

Commencing in November 2016, the Government offered a free blood test for PFAS 

to people who live or work, or who have lived or worked, in the Williamtown and 

Oakey investigation areas and who have potentially been exposed to PFAS. In 

March 2018, this program was extended to include the RAAF Base Tindal 

Investigation Area as part of a Government support package to the Katherine 

community. Eligibility for Australian Defence Force (ADF) members was the same as 

the eligibility for the Voluntary Blood Testing Program administered by the 

Department of Health for the civilian population. 

 

On June 30 2019, the Australian Government’s PFAS Voluntary Blood Testing 

Program concluded. More information about this program is available at: 

http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/ohp-pfas-blood-

testing.htm 

 

Human Health Risk Assessments for each of these sites, Williamtown, Oakey and 

Tindal, demonstrated that those communities had long-term, continuous exposure to 

PFAS across multiple exposure pathways, including drinking water sources used by 

residents being impacted by PFAS. 

http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/ohp-pfas-blood-testing.htm
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/ohp-pfas-blood-testing.htm


Throughout the investigation, Defence has sought information from residents within 

the RAAF Base Amberley Investigation Area to understand how people are using 

water including water use surveys. Based on this information, Defence is not aware 

of anyone in the Investigation Area currently using bore water for drinking purposes 

which is a primary pathway for PFAS exposure. No residents in the RAAF Base 

Amberley Investigation Area are receiving alternative water due to potential 

exposure through PFAS impacted drinking water. 

 

The Investigation Area defines the current extent of the investigation, focussed on 

the potential human and environmental receptors that may be exposed to PFAS. The 

Investigation Area was expanded in the second quarter of 2019 to cover part of the 

suburb of Leichhardt that is known as the Heritage Links residential area. This 

expansion occurred after the investigation identified that part of the Leichhardt 

residential area was built on the footprint of a former golf course that was likely 

irrigated with water from the Bremer River which is impacted by PFAS 

contamination. The attached map outlines the Investigation Area including the 

expanded area. 

 

Defence is following a scientific approach using national standards to identify the 

nature and extent of PFAS contamination. Responding to PFAS contamination is a 

complex, national issue, and requires an effective, evidence-based, and nationally 

consistent response. 

 

The environmental investigation at RAAF Base Amberley and all other sites involved 

in the PFAS investigation and Management Program, are undertaken in accordance 

with the National Environment Protection (Assessment of Site Contamination) 

Measure 1999 (NEPM). 

 

Defence is leading the way both nationally and internationally in investigating and 

managing this issue committing substantial resources to the investigation, 

remediation and monitoring of sites. Defence is committed to being open and 

transparent and regularly updating affected communities throughout the 

investigation, remediation and monitoring process. 

The next community engagement event for RAAF Base Amberley is expected to 

occur in the second quarter of 2020 to present the final investigation reports 

including the Ecological Risk Assessment and the Human Health risk Assessment 

Addendum as well as the PFAS Management Area Plan. 

 


