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Questions: 
1) Why has the release of the HHERA been delayed and when will it be released? 
The most recent community update says a PFAS Management Area Plan would be 
developed in 2019. 
2) Is a PFAS Management Area Plan being developed? 
3) What ongoing monitoring and management of PFAS contamination has been occurring 
since the release of the DSI in September, 2018? 
4) How many participants have been involved in the water use survey and what have been 
the results? 
5) Has any further testing of the Kiewa River, Jack in the Box Creek and any other 
waterways been done since the DSI? 
 
Response:  
 
Since the release of the Detailed Site Investigation in September 2018, further targeted 
sampling and testing of local groundwater bores and monitoring wells on and off Bandiana 
Military Area has occurred as part of the Human Health and Ecological Risk Assessment 
(HHERA). 
 
The HHERA methodology has been developed in close consultation with the independent 
Site Auditor and the environmental regulator (including a number of State agencies). As part 
of this consultation, additional scope items have been requested for inclusion within the 
report in order to consider all possible scenarios within the risk assessment. Unfortunately, 
this has led to a delay in completing the report. Defence now expects to release the HHERA 
Report for Bandiana in the first quarter of 2020. 
 
In terms of surface water body sampling, the HHERA has included additional sampling of 
surface water and sediment from creeks, rivers and ox-bow lakes. The HHERA also included 
the sampling of aquatic biota including fish, yabbies and crayfish from the Kiewa River and 
Jack in the Box Creek. The results of the sampling will be published in the HHERA Report. 
 
The PFAS Management Area Plan is currently under development and is also expected to 
be released in the first quarter of 2020. 
 
Defence has received 214 responses to the Voluntary Water Use Survey. The online survey 
remains open and can be found on the Bandiana Military Area PFAS Investigation website. 
Based on the information received most properties are connected to mains water – four are 
not. Of the four – one relies on a combination of rainwater and bore water, the remaining 
three rely on rainwater. There were 20 properties identified as using rainwater to supplement 
mains water, 14 properties have surface water features on the (i.e. creeks, dams or drains), 
and of these, four use surface water for watering fruit / vegetables, gardens, livestock, 
poultry and occasionally firefighting. No tanks were reported to have either contained or 
been washed with bore water. Details of the Survey are provided within the DSI Report at: 
https://www.defence.gov.au/environment/pfas/Bandiana/publications.asp. 
 
No properties that are known to use bore water for drinking have had a detection above the 
drinking water health-based guidance value.  
 
A community newsletter will be issued and released on the website in the near future, 
providing an update on the progress of the investigation. 
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