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Questions: 
Would the Department be able to provide an update on remediation efforts at the Oakey 
Army Aviation base. 
  
Specifically: 

- the current status of the project by Opec Systems to treat contaminated water, 
- whether the Department has received any new complaints from residents,  
- what the Department has planned for the management of PFAS at the base over the 

next six months. 
 
Response: 

Defence has undertaken a range of PFAS management and remediation activities at Army 
Aviation Centre Oakey including residential water connections, the excavation of sediment 
from on-base drains and implementation of groundwater treatment technologies. 

Defence has had a Water Treatment Plant operating at the Former Fire Station at Army 
Aviation Centre Oakey since September 2017. The Water Treatment Plant was installed and 
is being operated by ECT2. As at 4 November 2019, 76.4 million litres of water has been 
treated. 

Defence installed a second plant at the Fire Training Area which was developed by OPEC. 
The plant has been using foam fractionation technology to remove PFAS from a key source 
area since May 2019. As at 4 November 2019, approximately 10.8 million litres of water has 
been treated.  
 
More information about the treatment technology is available on the OPEC website. 
 
In July 2019, Defence released the PFAS Management Area Plan (PMAP) following the 
completion of the detailed environmental investigation into PFAS at Oakey.    
 
The PMAP provides a guide for Defence to manage key on-base contamination sources, 
reduce the amount of PFAS in the environment, reduce PFAS migration from the Base and 
manage exposure-risks for the community such as drinking groundwater. Further information 
about the PMAP can be found at: 
https://www.defence.gov.au/Environment/PFAS/Oakey/publications.asp 
 
As part for the PMAP, an Ongoing Monitoring Plan (OMP) has been developed which 
outlines the sampling program that will be undertaken by Defence to monitor and track PFAS 
contamination over the coming years. The OMP will provide an evidence base for the 
ongoing management of the PFAS contamination including looking at changes in 
concentration and geographical spread. It will assist Defence to evaluate the progress and 
success of the management activities being undertaken, or identify where more might need 
to be done. The first sampling event as part of the OMP was completed in October 2019. 
Each sampling event that occurs as part of the OMP will be collated and the findings will be 
released annually in an interpretive report.  
 
Defence is currently assessing remediation options for soil located at source areas on the 
Base including the Former Fire Training Area. It is anticipated that source area removal will 
commence in the first half of 2020 which will further remove PFAS from the environment.  
 
Defence is committed to supporting communities who are impacted by PFAS by keeping 
these communities informed of the progress and outcomes of management and remediation 
activities.  
 

https://www.opecsystems.com/shop/category/pfas-solutions
https://www.defence.gov.au/Environment/PFAS/Oakey/publications.asp

