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Question:  
 
I just have some questions for the new minister Linda Reynolds, regarding PFAS 
contamination in Williamtown. If I could have a response by 4pm today that would be 
much appreciated.  

 Does the minister have plans to visit communities impacted by PFAS 
contamination from defence bases? Does she have plans to visit 
Williamtown?  

 Who in the Department's leadership team will be taking responsibility for the 
issue of PFAS contamination? 

 Since the residents of Williamtown were told there were elevated levels of 
PFAS in their area there has been four Defence Ministers and four Assistant 
Ministers. How can the department respond to this issue while there is such a 
turnover of leadership? 

 This year a $1 billion complex was unveiled at Williamtown RAAF base for the 
new F-35A jet fighters. Defence has budgeted $53 million to fight legal cases 
to do with PFAS contamination in Australia. How can the Department justify 
this spending when there has been no plan unveiled to remediate the PFAS 
contamination in Williamtown, or to compensate residents who are stuck on 
contaminated properties? 

 Does the Department consider its RAAF base the source of PFAS 
contamination in Williamtown?  

 
 
Response:  
 
Ministerial responsibilities within the Defence portfolio will be announced in due 
course. 
 
Defence has completed a detailed environmental investigation into the nature and 
extent of PFAS contamination at and around RAAF Base Williamtown due to the 
historical use of legacy firefighting foam at the Base. All of the investigation reports 
and publications have been made publically available at 
www.defence.gov.au/environment/pfas/Williamtown/publications.asp  
 
Defence is committed to minimising the impacts of PFAS contamination and has 
made the following investments into PFAS management and remediation at RAAF 
Base Williamtown, with the aim of breaking potential exposure pathways and 
reducing the amount of PFAS in the environment: 
 

- The operation of four water treatment plants which are targeting key PFAS 

source areas on the Base to reduce the amount of contamination migrating in 

the environment.  

- The excavation of 6,350 cubic metres of contamination soil from the Former 
Fire Training Area, which removed a primary source area at RAAF Base 
Williamtown. 

http://www.defence.gov.au/environment/pfas/Williamtown/publications.asp
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- The maintenance of drains to reduce PFAS migration, with approximately 996 
tonnes of contaminated soil removed to licenced facilities. 

- The connection of 307 residents to the town water network. 
 
Defence is finalising the PFAS Management Area Plan (PMAP) which is expected to 
be released in the third quarter of 2019. The PMAP will outline activities that Defence 
will undertake to manage and reduce the risks of PFAS exposure for the Williamtown 
and surrounding community. 

As part of the PMAP, an Ongoing Monitoring Plan (OMP) is being prepared which 
outlines the sampling program that will be undertaken by Defence to monitor and 
track the PFAS contamination over the coming years. The OMP will assist Defence 
to evaluate the progress and success of the management activities being undertaken 
or identify where more might need to be done.  

The PMAP will be reviewed annually, or more frequently if new information or 
emerging technology arises which has the potential to impact the PMAP objectives.  
In addition to Defence’s PFAS remediation measures, Defence is engaging with 
industry and supporting studies and trials to better understand the properties of 
PFAS and how it can be remediated and managed. 
 


