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Question:  
 
As discussed, I am seeking answers to the following questions which relate to Per 
and Poly-Fluorinated Alkyl Substances (PFAS). 
 

1) How much has Defence spent, to date, on remediation for PFAS, at Defence 
sites? 

2) How much does Defence anticipate spending on remediation for PFAS at 
Defence sites in the next financial year? 

3) How much has Defence paid out in legal claims on PFAS? 
4) How much is currently set aside in contingent liabilities for PFAS 

compensation? 
5) What is the full list of Defence sites where PFAS was used? 
6) Has Defence conducted any work to estimate the potential liability related to 

PFAS? If so, what work? 
 
 
Response:  
 
The Department of Defence is currently undertaking a national program to 
investigate and manage the impacts of per- and poly-fluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) 
on, and in the vicinity of, some of its bases around Australia. 
  
Defence commissioned an independent review of Defence sites where legacy 
firefighting foams, containing PFAS as active ingredients, were previously used. As a 
result, detailed environmental investigations have commenced at 27 sites across the 
Defence Estate. These investigations are conducted in accordance with the National 
Environment Protection (Assessment of Site Contamination) Measure 1999 (NEPM). 
A full list of the sites where Defence has commenced a detailed environmental 
investigation into PFAS is available at 
http://defence.gov.au/Environment/PFAS/InvestigationAndManagementSites.asp 
  
Since 2016, Defence has spent approximately $125 million to reduce the mass of 
PFAS in the environment and mitigate the migration and impact of PFAS originating 
from Defence properties. 
  
There are currently nine Water Treatment plants operating or under commission 
across the Defence estate. 
  
A soil washing plant is being trialled at Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) Base 
Edinburgh with initial trial results expected in the third quarter of 2019. 
  
Drain maintenance to reduce PFAS migration was conducted at Oakey and 
Williamtown with approximately 21,183 tonnes of soil removed to licenced facilities. 
  
The Fire Training Area at RAAF Base Williamtown has been excavated, removing 
6,350 cubic metres of contaminated soil from a key source area. 
  

http://defence.gov.au/Environment/PFAS/InvestigationAndManagementSites.asp
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Town water connections have been completed for residents in Oakey and are 
ongoing for residents in Williamtown. 
  
Rain water tanks have been installed at 66 properties in the Katherine region. 
  
In addition to Defence’s current and completed PFAS remediation measures, other 
measures are in the planning stages. 
  
Defences continues to support studies and trials to better understand the properties 
of PFAS and how it can be remediated. 
  
Future funding commitments will be contingent on the outcomes of a number of 
PFAS Management Area Plans (PMAPs), expected to be finalised in the coming 
months. The PMAPs will outline activities Defence will consider to manage and 
reduce the risks of exposure to PFAS originating from Defence Bases, with a focus 
on source area remediation. The PMAPs will include Ongoing Monitoring Plans 
(OMP) which outline the sampling programs that will be undertaken to monitor PFAS 
contamination over the coming years. Ongoing monitoring will assist Defence to 
evaluate the progress and success of the management activities being undertaken 
or identify where more might need to be done. 
  
Defence continues to be open and transparent about its environmental 
investigations, management and remediation efforts at PFAS-affected Defence 
bases and in surrounding communities. Defence acknowledges that there is 
community concern around PFAS and continues to engage with concerned 
communities. 
  
According to The Environmental Health Standing Committee (enHealth), there is 
currently no consistent evidence that exposure to PFOS and PFOA causes adverse 
human health effects. Because these chemicals persist in humans and the 
environment, enHealth recommends that human exposure to these chemicals is 
minimised as a precaution. 
  
Defence has settled one PFAS-related legal claim. The parties have agreed not to 
publicly disclose the terms of settlement and Defence is bound to honour this 
agreement. 
 
Defence handles all PFAS-related legal claims on a case-by-case basis, and in 
accordance with the Attorney-General’s Legal Services Directions 2017 (Cth). 
  
On advice from the Australian Government Actuary, Defence has not yet established 
a balance sheet provision in respect to PFAS-related legal claims. This remains 
under review. 
 
Aspects of Defence’s liability are before the Court, it is not appropriate to comment 
further. 
 


