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Questions: 

Recently (this year), dredging works were undertaken at Trinity Inlet, with almost a million 

cubic metres of dredge spoil dumped on land in the Barron River Delta and overflow water 

drained into the Barron River (you can go to Ports North for further information). 

Will these two sites also be investigated? Why/why not? 

Responses: 

The Department of Defence is working closely with the Department of the Environment and 

Energy PFAS Taskforce, which is coordinating the whole-of-government responses to 

PFAS. PFAS is a national issue facing a number of sites outside of Defence across 

Australia. 

Defence is committed to regularly updating affected communities throughout the 

investigation, remediation and monitoring process and community engagement continues to 

occur where detailed environmental investigations into PFAS are underway or have been 

completed by Defence. 

Defence is conducting a detailed environmental investigation into the nature and extent of 

PFAS contamination at HMAS Cairns and in the surrounding area. This investigation also 

includes the former WWII Royal Australian Navy Fuel Installation, located on Collins Avenue, 

Edge Hill. 

A Detailed Site Investigation Report has been published, with the key findings presented to 

the Cairns community at an information session on 2 December 2019. As part of the detailed 

site investigation, sediment samples were taken from Trinity Inlet. The majority of these 

samples did not contain PFAS above the laboratory limit of reporting. The limit of reporting 

(LOR) is the lowest concentration level that the laboratory is able to measure in a sample 

with a reasonable degree of certainty. Some sediment samples from Trinity Inlet contained 

PFAS however the highest concentrations found were below the relevant conservative 

screening criteria. All sampling data is published in the Detailed Site Investigation Report on 

the HMAS Cairns investigation website at www.defence.gov.au/environment/pfas/cairns/. 

Based on the findings of the Detailed Site Investigation, Defence has commenced a human 

health and ecological risk assessment. This assessment will evaluate potential PFAS 

exposure-risks to people, plants and animals within the investigation area. Sediment 

samples from Trinity Inlet will be considered as part of this assessment. The Barron River 

Delta is not part of the investigation area and sampling at this location is not required at this 

stage.   

Approval for any dredging in Trinity Inlet is required from the Department of Environment and 

Science. Sediment sampling occurs prior to dredging works to inform suitability for disposal 

and both the sampling plan and implementation report are approved by the Department of 

Environment and Science (and the Department of Environment and Energy, if offshore 

disposal is proposed). 

 

http://www.defence.gov.au/environment/pfas/cairns/

