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Questions: 
I’m doing a follow-up story on the PFAS contamination in East Sale and Longford. 
 
As part of the PFAS Management Area Plan in East Sale, how will Defence: 

 Reduce the PFAS contamination source;  
 Block or divert the contamination from the Base to the wider community; 

and/or  
 Reduce the concentration of PFAS in migration pathways.  

Response: 
The Department of Defence is working closely with the Department of the 
Environment and Energy PFAS Taskforce, which is coordinating the whole-of-
government responses to PFAS. PFAS is a national issue facing a number of sites 
outside of Defence across Australia. 
 
Defence is committed to regularly updating affected communities throughout the 
investigation, remediation and monitoring process and community engagement 
continues to occur where detailed environmental investigations into PFAS are 
underway or have been completed by Defence. 
 
Defence is currently monitoring PFAS levels within the East Sale Management Area. 
This is being done in line with the Ongoing Monitoring Plan developed as part of the 
PFAS Management Area Plan. 
 
This sampling involves the collection of groundwater, surface water and sediment 
samples, both on and off the Base. The sampling includes measurements of surface 
water levels (where present) in drains leaving the Base. The results of this sampling, 
and the surface water level measurements, will be used by Defence to determine 
any changes in PFAS concentrations in the Management Area, and to better 
understand the movement of PFAS via the drainage network. This will assist 
Defence to identify next steps, which may include identification of potential treatment 
options to reduce PFAS concentrations at the source areas and methods to minimise 
migration of PFAS via the drainage network. 
 
The sampling by Defence is expected to be completed by the end of 2019. In the first 
quarter of 2020, Defence will undertake detailed interpretation of the data to identify 
potential treatment options and management controls. 
 


