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Question:  
 
I would like to request some updated information related to PFAS contamination in 
the Ipswich area, around the Amberley base.  
 
The story will promote the upcoming community information centre, and I hoped you 
would be willing to share the essential/ key points of this session ahead of time.  
 
Given the session is scheduled, I have listed some points below I hope the response 
will cover. This may be followed by more specific questions. 
 
For now, can you please provide an update on; 
 

 PFAS contamination investigation area 

 Fish testing and other contamination found in waterways 

 Scientific investigation into contamination and possible resolutions/ ways to 
clean up the contamination 

 Any additional risk to human/ animal health – other than previous advice 
provided by Defence (such as not eating fish caught in local waterways.)  

 
Response:  
 
On 29 August 2019 Defence will hold a community information session to present 
the findings of the Human Health Risk Assessment (HHRA). The HHRA is a part of 
the Defence environmental investigation into the nature and extent of PFAS at RAAF 
Base Amberley and nearby areas. The HHRA identifies potential PFAS exposures 
scenarios to people within the Investigation Area. The HHRA Report will be publically 
released on 29 August at: http://www.defence.gov.au/environment/pfas/amberley/ 
 

The findings of the HHRA have been shared with relevant Queensland Government 
authorities. The Queensland Government has not recommended further 
precautionary advice at this stage, however previous advice from April 2018 and 
March 2019 remains in place. The precautionary advice recommended by 
Queensland Health is that the community should not consume fish of any species 
caught in the Warrill Creek and Bremer River downstream to the Cribb Park area.  

 

The next steps for the environmental investigation are to complete an Ecological 
Risk Assessment, which will assess potential PFAS exposure risks for plants and 
animals, and an addendum to the Human Health Risk Assessment, which will 
assess PFAS exposure risks in the expanded part of the Investigation Area.  
 
The Investigation Area (attached) defines the current extent of the investigation, 
focussed on the potential human and environmental receptors that may be exposed 
to PFAS. The Investigation Area was expanded in the second quarter of 2019 to 
cover part of the suburb of Leichhardt that is known as the Heritage Links residential 
area. This expansion occurred after the investigation identified that part of the 
Leichhardt residential area was built on the footprint of a former golf course that was 
likely irrigated with water from the Bremer River which is impacted by PFAS 
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contamination. The community was advised of the expanded Investigation Area in 
March 2019.  
 
The environmental investigation currently underway at RAAF Base Amberley will 
provide Defence with significant site-specific information. At the end of the 
investigation, Defence will use the findings to develop a PFAS Management Area 
Plan (PMAP) tailored to the unique conditions of the site.  
 
The aim of the PMAP is to provide options to manage the risks of PFAS exposure on 
and near RAAF Base Amberley and outline a plan for ongoing monitoring. 
 
The best management and remediation options for a particular site are determined 
by site-specific factors, including hydrogeology, soil configuration, and the extent of 
contamination and the nature of exposure pathways. 
 
The PMAP for RAAF Base Amberley is expected to be finalised and released to the 
community in the last quarter of 2019.  
 
Information on current management activities across the Defence estate can be 
found at the following link: 
www.defence.gov.au/Environment/PFAS/ManagementActivities.asp   
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