
Next steps

The findings of the investigation have been used 
to develop a PFAS Management Area Plan which 
recommends actions to manage and reduce the 
risks of PFAS exposure identified in the 
investigation. 
The focus is now on implementing the 
recommendations in the PFAS Management Area 
Plan and to monitor concentrations and any 
potential changes to distribution of PFAS on and 
around RAAF Williams (Laverton).

Key findings

• PFAS exposure risks for people consuming typical 
amounts of home-grown produce (fruit, vegetables and 
eggs) produced in Williams Landing are low and 
acceptable; and 

• Eating high amounts (greater than six days per week, for 
six months of the year) of one type of produce (leafy 
vegetables in particular) could result in a potentially 
elevated exposure risk. However, this is considered unlikely 
due to the climate and seasonality, and limited available 
growing space at properties in Williams Landing.

Overview

The findings of the 2020 Detailed Site Investigation identified potentially elevated 
exposure to PFAS impacted soils within the area now known as Williams Landing. 
Williams Landing was originally part of RAAF Williams (Laverton), but was 
redeveloped into a mixed-use residential area. 
A review of previous investigations found that there was a low risk to people directly 
exposed to soil, sediment or water within Williams Landing, however there was 
insufficient information regarding home-grown produce. 
This Human Health Risk Assessment was prepared to evaluate the potential risk to 
people from exposure to PFAS through consumption of home-grown produce within 
Williams Landing. 

Human Health Risk Assessment 
RAAF Williams (Laverton) 
Williams Landing

• A desktop assessment was undertaken to understand which backyards were large enough 
for home-produce gardens, or to keep chickens. 

• Land use surveys were distributed to 166 properties, inviting residents to volunteer to allow 
sampling of any home-grown produce on their properties – 18 responses were received. 

• Soil and co-located fruit and vegetable samples were collected and analysed from 13 
residential properties within Williams Landing. Chicken eggs were also collected and 
analysed from one of the properties.
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