
Next steps

The findings of the investigation have been 
used to develop a PFAS Management Area 
Plan which recommends actions to manage 
and reduce the risks of PFAS exposure 
identified in the human health and ecological 
risk assessments. 
The focus is now on implementing the 
recommendations in the PFAS Management 
Area Plan and monitoring concentrations 
and any potential changes to distribution of 
PFAS on and around RAAF Williams 
(Laverton).

Key findings

• PFAS exposure risks for people consuming recreationally caught fish from 
Sanctuary Lakes are generally low and acceptable. 

• For people consuming recreationally caught fish and eels from the lower 
reaches of Skeleton Creek, there is a potentially elevated exposure risk. 

• Environment Protection Authority Victoria issued the following advice in 
June 2021: “Skeleton Creek Lower Catchment: Do not eat fish or eels 
caught from Skeleton Creek to the south of the Princes Freeway (M1) in 
Point Cook, Seabrook and Altona Meadows to the bridge to Altona 
Meadows.”

Overview

The 2020 Detailed Site Investigation 
identified a potential for elevated exposure 
to PFAS via consumption of fish caught by 
recreational fishers based on PFAS 
concentrations reported in the environment. 
This Human Health Risk Assessment was 
prepared to evaluate the potential risks to 
people from exposure to PFAS through 
consumption of fish and eels caught in 
Skeleton Creek or Sanctuary Lakes. 
Cheetham Wetlands was not included in the 
assessment as fishing is not permitted.

Human Health Risk Assessment 
RAAF Williams (Laverton)
Skeleton Creek and Sanctuary Lakes

Sampling procedures:

• Sampling was undertaken in November 2020 by specialist aquatic ecologists in accordance with permit 
requirements using nets and traps. 

• Fish and eel samples were collected at three locations within Skeleton Creek, and one location within 
Sanctuary Lakes.

• Fillets were analysed for PFAS from each fish (skin on with scales removed) to mimic the edible portion. 
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