
Detailed Site Investigation – Addendum
RAAF Williams (Laverton)

Next steps

Following the completion of the Addendum to the Detailed Site 
Investigation, Defence undertook human health and ecological 
risk assessments to further understand the risks associated 
with PFAS contamination on and around RAAF Williams 
(Laverton). 
The findings of these risk assessments informed the 
development of a PFAS Management Area Plan and Ongoing 
Monitoring Plan.
The focus is now on implementing the recommendations within 
the PFAS Management Area Plan and monitoring 
concentrations and any potential changes to distribution of 
PFAS on and around RAAF Williams (Laverton).

Key findings

Potential exposure risk from PFAS via consumption of home-
grown produce for residents adjacent to the south-eastern 
boundary of the Base is considered low and acceptable;
A pathway for PFAS migration from PFAS source areas 
(including the former GEMS compound) on the Base is via 
surface water infiltration through soil to groundwater, and 
subsequent migration to Skeleton Creek; and
Sensitive receptors requiring further investigation were 
identified as aquatic ecosystems in downstream receiving 
waters, Skeleton Creek and connected surface water bodies, 
and human health through recreational fishing in Skeleton 
Creek.

Overview

In November 2020, a Detailed Site Investigation Report was 
released that identified potential PFAS exposure scenarios for 
people and animals that required further assessment. 
Additionally, the PFAS impacts in groundwater south and 
southeast of the Base, in particular from the former GEMS 
(engineering) compound, had not been sufficiently defined. 
This 2022 Addendum to the Detailed Site Investigation was 
undertaken to address and improve our understanding of 
potential exposure to PFAS via consumption of home-grown 
produce by residents at properties along the south-eastern 
boundary of the Base, and the extent of PFAS in groundwater 
that may discharge to Skeleton Creek.

The works undertaken included: 

• An assessment of land use in residential areas and a topographical survey at the south-
eastern boundary of the Base to inform an assessment of potential risks to people via 
consumption of home grown produce; and

• Drilling of three groundwater wells and sampling for PFAS to refine our understanding 
of PFAS contamination within the Investigation Area.
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