
About the Investigation
The Department of Defence (Defence) has completed 
an environmental investigation to better understand 
the nature and extent of per- and poly-fluoroalkyl 
substances (PFAS) on, and in the vicinity of, Wide Bay 
Training Area (the Base). 
The outcomes of the investigation have been used to 
develop a PFAS Management Area Plan (PMAP) for 
the Base and the surrounding area. 

About the PMAP
The PMAP outlines how Defence will:
• Manage potential exposure risks to PFAS; and
• Collect data to assess potential changes in the 

nature of PFAS in groundwater and surface water.

The investigation identified the following low risk 
exposure scenarios:
• On-base - ingestion and contact with groundwater 

containing PFAS that exceeded drinking water 
guidelines in the eastern portion of Camp Kerr. 
This was assessed as a low risk because 
groundwater is not used for drinking purposes 
on-base; and

• Off-base - impacted surface water migrating 
off-base, leading to the potential of uptake and 
bioaccumulation of PFAS in residential dams. 
This was assessed as a low risk due to the PFAS 
concentrations measured. 

PMAP Recommendations
Due to the limited extent of PFAS contamination and 
the low exposure risks identified in the investigation, 
the PMAP does not recommend remediation 
activities, instead it recommends that existing 
management measures restricting use of groundwater 
at the eastern portion of Camp Kerr continue.

How was the PMAP developed?
A review of the investigation findings was undertaken 
to support the PMAP. Specifically, the pathways 
by which PFAS could migrate on-base and into the 
surrounding environment. The PMAP also involved 
an evaluation of the need for active management 
options (such as remediation activities) to manage 
the potential low risk exposure pathways identified in 
the investigation. 
Defence will review the PMAP annually, or more 
frequently, if new information becomes available that 
has the potential to impact the PMAP objectives.
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The PMAP is available at: 
www.defence.gov.au/environment/pfas/WideBay/

Review of Investigation Findings
In July 2020, Defence completed a detailed 
environmental investigation, to identify the nature 
and extent of PFAS in the environment and any 
PFAS exposure pathways to people, animals or the 
environment. The investigation found that:
• No PFAS source areas were identified on-base;
• There is low potential for PFAS in groundwater at 

the Base to move off-base; and
• There is a potential pathway for PFAS in surface 

water to migrate along creeks on-base and via 
overland flow into water bodies in Wallu
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Ongoing Monitoring Plan
As part of the PMAP, an Ongoing Monitoring Plan (OMP) 
has been prepared. This outlines the sampling program that 
will be undertaken by Defence to monitor and track PFAS 
contamination over the coming years. The sampling will look 
at changes in concentration and geographical spread.
The sampling conducted under the OMP will help Defence 
and the community understand the changes in the nature 
and extent of PFAS within the environment.
The OMP will be regularly reviewed and, if required, 
changes to the monitoring program may occur.

What Where When

Groundwater On-base and off-base monitoring wells surrounding Camp Kerr. 6 monthly

Surface water and sediment
On-base including Kauri, Mosquito, Snapper and Kangaroo Creek. Annually for sediment. 

Off-base including residential dams in Wallu. 6 monthly for surface water.

Treated waste water Tap outlet on waste water treatment plant 6 monthly

Table 1: Ongoing Sampling Summary

Figure 1: Wide Bay Training Area Ongoing Monitoring Locations 
Sampling locations on private properties are not shown for privacy reasons

Proposed sampling locations
Proposed sampling locations on-base are shown in Figure 
1. The locations have been selected to periodically monitor 
changes in PFAS concentrations in groundwater, surface 
water and sediment. Some residential properties have 
been identified as potential locations for surface water and 
sediment sampling. These properties are not shown on 
the map below for privacy reasons. Defence will contact 
property owners directly to discuss access for sampling. 
Not every property in the Management Area needs to be 
sampled to understand changes in PFAS concentrations. 
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Next Steps
The PMAP will be implemented and ongoing 
monitoring will start in October 2020. An ongoing 
monitoring report, including any recommendations for 
changes in the location and frequency of sampling, will 
be published annually.

Keeping the community informed
We will continue to update you on the progress 
of ongoing monitoring. Updates will be provided 
through the project website, factsheets and direct 
correspondence to the community. Contact the 
investigation team if you’d like to receive updates.

1800 365 414

pfas.enquiry@defence.gov.au

www.defence.gov.au/Environment/
PFAS/WideBay

Phone

Email

Website
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For further information

Preliminary Site Investigation 
Completed July 2019

Community Information Session  
July 2019

Detailed Site Investigation  
Completed July 2020

Human Health Risk Assessment 
Not required, based on DSI findings 

Ecological Risk Assessment 
Not required, based on DSI findings

PFAS Management Area Plan 
September 2020

Management and monitoring 
Ongoing


