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About Ongoing Monitoring  

The development of the Annual Interpretive Report 

involved reviewing the data from the Preliminary Site 

Investigation, and analysis of samples collected from 

across the monitoring area (Figure 1 page two). 

Between December 2019 and October 2020, Defence 

completed three targeted groundwater monitoring events. 

This involved collecting 19 groundwater samples from 

eight selected monitoring wells at the range, which were 

all sampled as part of the Preliminary Site Investigation. 

What does the Annual Interpretive Report tell us? 

The results of the ongoing monitoring validated the 

conclusions made in the Preliminary Site Investigation and 

did not identify any changes to the risk profile for people, 

plants or animals in the Investigation Area. 

A factsheet that summarises the finding of the Preliminary 

Site investigation is at available at:  

www.defence.gov.au/Environment/PFAS/docs/SaltAsh/F

actsheets.pdf 

The results of the Annual Interpretive Report have been 

reviewed in consultation with the New South Wales 

Environmental Protection Authority, and based on these 

findings, no further routine sampling is required at Salt Ash 

Air Weapons Range. 

Key Points 

 In November 2018, the Department of Defence 

completed a Preliminary Site Investigation into per- 

and poly-fluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) on the 

Salt Ash Air Weapons Range (the range). 

 While PFAS contamination was found in low 

concentrations, (close to the limit of reporting at the 

range), no complete exposure pathways were 

identified for people, plants or animals in the 

Investigation Area. 

 The limit of reporting is the lowest concentration 

level that the laboratory is able to measure in a 

sample with a reasonable degree of certainly. 

Where the laboratory results show a result below 

limit of reporting, it means that if PFAS is present in 

the sample it is too low for the laboratory to 

measure with any degree of certainty.  

 It was concluded in the Preliminary Site 

Investigation, further environmental investigations 

were not required, however it was recommended 

that Defence undertake additional sampling to 

assess any changes in PFAS at the range.  

 The sampling was completed under Defence’s 

broader Ongoing Monitoring Program to assess 

changes in the nature and extent of PFAS. 

 Defence has now completed additional sampling 

and has published the results in an Annual 

Interpretive Report. 

 

The 2020 Ongoing Monitoring Annual Interpretive 
Report has been published and is available at: 

https://www.defence.gov.au/Environment/PFAS/I
nvestigationAndManagementSites.asp 

 

Where can I find more information? 

More information on Defence’s response to PFAS 

contamination at Salt Ash Air Weapons Range, 

including the Preliminary Site Investigation and 

factsheets, are available on the Defence’s PFAS 

Investigation and Management website.  

www.defence.gov.au/Environment/PFAS/Investig

ationAndManagementSite 

Contact us  

   1800 011 443 

   Williamtown.Defence@aecom.com 

Media enquiries should be directed to the Defence 

Media at media@defence.gov.au. 

 

http://www.defence.gov.au/Environment/PFAS/docs/SaltAsh/Factsheets/201811SaltAshPreliminarySiteInvestigationFindingsFactsheet.pdf
http://www.defence.gov.au/Environment/PFAS/docs/SaltAsh/Factsheets/201811SaltAshPreliminarySiteInvestigationFindingsFactsheet.pdf
https://www.defence.gov.au/Environment/PFAS/InvestigationAndManagementSites.asp
https://www.defence.gov.au/Environment/PFAS/InvestigationAndManagementSites.asp
https://defence.gov.au/Environment/PFAS/InvestigationAndManagementSites.asp
https://defence.gov.au/Environment/PFAS/InvestigationAndManagementSites.asp
mailto:Williamtown.Defence@aecom.com
mailto:Williamtown.Defence@aecom.com
mailto:media@defence.gov.au


 

 

Salt Ash Air Weapons Range 
Ongoing Monitoring Update 

PFAS Investigation and Management Program 
 

 

December 2021 

 

 

 

 

  

Figure 1: Salt Ash Air Weapons Range and monitoring well locations 


