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About the Investigation
The Department of Defence is undertaking a long-term, 
environmental investigation and assessment of the 
groundwater beneath the Army Aviation Centre Oakey 
(AACO) site and surrounds. 

The initial investigation involves  progressive testing of  
local water bores and preliminary desktop studies. 

The purpose of the investigation is to understand how 
the groundwater may have been impacted by fire-fighting 
foams, used as part of training activities on the AACO, 
between 1970 and 2005. 

The information collected will assist Defence understand 
the groundwater impacts and contribute to developing 
appropriate management strategies in relation to any 
potential human health and ecological risks.

Groundwater sampling and testing
Local groundwater sampling and testing is continuing, 
to identify how far the impacts may have travelled. This 
sampling will continue to evolve until the necessary 
information about the contamination is gathered.

Not every water bore within the investigation area 
will need to be tested. The project team will contact 
landholders and residents directly, if bores are identified 
as a potential sample/test site.

The location of future sample/ test sites will be 
informed by the data gathered to date and the technical 
information needed to progress the investigation and 
assessment, at the time.
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This map shows information as of August 2014:
- overall investigation area: inside the black dotted line 
- detection area, where PFOS has been found: Inside  
 the light and dark blue shaded areas.

*These areas are subject to change, as more information becomes available.

Current investigation and detection areas*
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About PFOS and PFOA
PFOS and PFOA are present at trace levels throughout 
the environment because, in addition to their inclusion in 
fire-fighting foams, PFOS and PFOA have been used for 
many years in a wide variety of common household and 
industrial products such as cleaning products, textiles 
and paper and packaging products.

Possible health impacts from long term exposure to 
PFOS or PFOA are not fully understood. They are what 
are known as ‘emerging contaminants’. 

To date, limited research has been undertaken in 
Australia or overseas, into the possible health impacts of 
these chemicals. 

Further assessment of potential health impacts and risk 
associated with other uses of the underground water will 
be undertaken as part of the investigation.

Using groundwater
As a precaution, Defence recommends not drinking water 
from any underground sources (i.e. bore water) within the 
investigation area, until further notice.

Residents within the investigation, whose only source of 
drinking water is bore water, should contact the project 
team. 

Defence is not aware of information at this time, that 
suggests using groundwater for irrigating crops and 
watering livestock should be discontinued. 

Community consultation
Defence thanks the local community for its cooperation 
and assistance during this ongoing investigation and 
assessment of the local groundwater.

Community information sessions were held in late 2012, 
2013 and, in July 2014. Future similar sessions will be 
held as more information becomes available.

It is anticipated the investigation may take several 
years to complete. The project website will be regularly 
updated with the progress and outcomes of the 
environmental investigation and associated assessment. 

Visit: www.defence.gov.au/id/oakey

Defence will continue to work closely with the relevant 
Commonwealth and State agencies and the community 
to address any concerns raised. Defence will also 
continue to inform stakeholders of its understanding of 
this matter and the ongoing development of appropriate 
management strategies.

Next steps
Ongoing community consultation

– Hydrogeological review
– Desktop ecological 
 study
– Additional site history 
 study
– Data gaps analysis
– Additional human 
 health risk assessment
– Ecological risk 
 assessment

2014
– Further groundwater 
 sampling
– Update and refine risk 
 assessment

2015

Contact 

If you have any questions about the investigation or would 
like further information, please contact the project team.

 Community hotline: 1800 136 129

 www.defence.gov.au/id/oakey

 defence.oakey.anz@aecom.com

 Army Aviation Centre Oakey (AACO)
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