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About the PFAS Management Area Plan (PMAP) 

Following the completion of the environmental 

investigation, Defence will now focus on the management 

of per- and poly-fluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) at and 

around RAAF Base Edinburgh. 

A PMAP has been developed which recommends actions 

to manage and reduce the risks of PFAS exposure for the 

Edinburgh community.   

The PMAP outlines how Defence will: 

• Manage key on-base sources of PFAS

contamination such as firefighting foam concentrate

storage areas and former fire training areas on the

Base;

• Reduce the amount of PFAS in the environment;

• Reduce PFAS migration from the Base and into the

community; and

• Manage exposure risks for the community and the

environment.

In developing the PMAP, a review of the investigation 

findings was undertaken. The review focused on the key 

PFAS source areas on the Base and the ways PFAS is 

migrating into the surrounding community. It also included a 

comparison and evaluation of a range of PFAS 

management activities to identify suitable options to 

remediate the site.  

Defence will review the PMAP annually, or more frequently, 

if new information or technologies become available which 

have the potential to impact the PMAP objectives.  

With the completion of the investigation, the area previously 

known as the Investigation Area will now be known as the 

Management Area.   

A map of the RAAF Base Edinburgh PMAP Management 

Area is provided on page three.  

Focus of the PMAP 

The PMAP focuses on minimising PFAS exposure for the 

community. This is achieved through managing the 

potentially elevated exposure risks identified in the Human 

Health and Ecological Risk Assessment. The elevated 

exposure risks are scenarios where people on and in the 

vicinity of RAAF Base Edinburgh could be exposed to levels 

of PFAS which are above Health Based Guidance Values.  

Potentially Elevated Exposure Risks 
The potentially elevated exposure risks identified in the 

Human Health and Ecological Risk Assessment are: 

• Unlicensed use of Quaternary Aquifer groundwater,

including potential future exposure risk to licensed

users as a result of the future movement of PFAS;

• Exposure through consumption of carp from Kaurna

Park Wetland or other locations within Helps Road

Drain downstream of the Base; and

• Exposure to protected migratory birds from

consumption of water based animals in Kaurna Park

Wetland.

PMAP Recommendations 

The PMAP makes a number of recommendations which 

focus on treating source areas and reducing exposure 

pathways to the local community including: 

• Work Health and Safety controls to limit exposure to

people on-base.

• Controls to manage firefighting waste water.

• Management of PFAS contaminated soils in key

source areas at the Base to reduce future migration.

Options for soil management could include capping

and containment or excavation and treatment to

remove PFAS (e.g. soil washing).

• Treatment of groundwater from the shallow

Quaternary Aquifers beneath the Base.

• Minor engineering projects e.g. upgrade or

replacement of firefighting waste water sumps on-

base.

The PMAP is available at: 
www.defence.gov.au/environment/pfas/Edinburgh/ 

http://www.defence.gov.au/environment/pfas/Edinburgh/
http://www.defence.gov.au/environment/pfas/Edinburgh/
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• Ongoing monitoring of surface water and groundwater

to evaluate the effectiveness of PFAS management

and remediation options.

Ongoing Monitoring Plan (OMP)

As part of the PMAP, an OMP has been prepared. This 

outlines the sampling program that will be undertaken by 

Defence to monitor and track the PFAS contamination over 

the coming years.  

The OMP sampling will look at changes in concentration 

and geographical spread.  This will help Defence and the 

community understand whether actions being undertaken 

as part of the PMAP are effective and identify where more 

might need to be done.   

The OMP will be reviewed as part of the annual PMAP 
review and, if required, changes to the monitoring 
frequency or locations of sampling may occur.

Sample type and frequency of OMP sampling 

What Where When 

Groundwater 
monitoring 

On-Base: 58 locations 

Off-Base: 42 locations 

6-monthly
for 3 years,
followed by
a review

Surface water 
monitoring 

On-Base: 10 locations 

Off-Base monitoring 
area: 10 locations 

6-monthly
for 3 years,
followed by
a review

Implementation 
Ongoing monitoring will commence this year. The 

timeframes for the implementation of the other 

recommended actions varies between the short term (i.e. 

less than 12 months) and long term (i.e. beyond 3 years), 

depending on the action. Defence will continue to provide 

updates on the commencement and progress of the 

actions.   

Keeping the Community Informed 
Defence will continue to keep the community informed on the 

management of PFAS including the implementation of 

PMAP recommendations and the OMP results. Updates will 

be provided through the project website, newsletters and 

factsheets as new information becomes available. 

Contact Information 
Contact the RAAF Base Edinburgh Investigation Team 

 Phone  1800 365 414

Website www.defence.gov.au/environment/pfas/Edinburgh 

Media enquiries should be directed to Defence Media on 

(02) 6127 1999 or media@defence.gov.au

Useful Links 

Department of Health 

 Phone  1800 941 1800 

Website www.health.gov.au/PFAS 

Food Standards Australia and New Zealand (FSANZ) 
Website www.health.gov.au/internet/ 

main/publishing.nsf/Content/ohppfas.htm 
EPA South Australia 

 Phone  8204 2004 (Local callers) 

1800 623 445 (Non-metropolitan callers only) 

 Email   epainfo@sa.gov.au  

Website www.epa.sa.gov.au/contact 

Remediation options explained 
Capping: applying a physical barrier such as clay that 

is impermeable (i.e. doesn’t allow water to pass 

through) to seal contaminated soils and prevent 

movement of PFAS away from the source area. 

Soil washing: digging up contaminated soils and 

passing them through a specialist soil washing plant to 

remove PFAS contamination prior to reinstatement to 

the excavated area and / or reuse on Base. 
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