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 About the Investigation 

In November 2016, Defence commenced a detailed 

environmental investigation to identify the nature and 

extent of per- and poly-fluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) on, 

and in the vicinity of, RAAF Base Edinburgh as a result of 

the historical use of legacy firefighting foams at the Base.  

The investigation will identify whether the use of these 

foams has resulted in risks to human health or ecosystems, 

and will help develop strategies to minimise exposure, 

should these be required. 

Investigation update  

The first stage of the investigation, the Preliminary Site 

Investigation (PSI), has been completed with outcomes 

provided to the local community in March 2017.  

The second stage of the investigation, the Detailed Site 

Investigation (DSI), commenced in April 2017 and involves 

sampling of soil, sediment, surface and ground water to 

collect information and better understand how PFAS moves 

through the environment.  

Sampling of soil, existing bores and surface water in the 

Investigation Area has commenced. New groundwater 

monitoring bores are also being installed in the 

Investigation Area to assist in gathering samples. 

As of 1 October 2017, the following samples have been 

conducted as part of the DSI: 

DSI Sampling 

On-Base Samples Off-Base Samples 

549 soil 21 soil 

95 groundwater 31 groundwater 

60 surface water 41 surface water 

40 sediment 25 sediment 

 

Once the DSI is complete, a detailed report including the 

sampling results will be prepared and provided to relevant 

government agencies, regulatory bodies and the local 

community. 

Summary of the initial findings 

The initial findings from the investigation indicate that:  

• No residents have been found to be currently using 

shallow groundwater as a drinking water supply 

• Shallow groundwater bores on residential properties 

that have been sampled to date have not detected 

PFAS 

• Surface water PFAS levels on and off-Base are below 

current recreational water use guidelines 

• PFAS levels in shallow groundwater have been 

detected at non-residential locations on and off-Base, 

some of which are above the health-based guidance 

values 

• There is currently no evidence of impacts to the deep 

groundwater (Tertiary 1) aquifer 

• PFAS soil impacts are largely contained on-Base 

• Off-Base PFAS soil levels are below relevant human 

health guidance values. 

Next steps 

To accurately understand the movement of PFAS in the 

environment and possible exposure pathways to PFAS, 

further sampling has been recommended.   

The additional DSI sampling will occur both on and off-

Base throughout the remainder of 2017. The sampling 

results will continue to build the overall picture of the 

nature and extent of PFAS on, and in the vicinity of, RAAF 

Base Edinburgh.  

Based on the investigation findings to date, Defence has 

commenced the Human Health and Ecological Risk 

Assessment (HHERA) process.  The aim of the HHERA is to 

conduct an assessment to better understanding of risks 

posed by PFAS to people and the environment.   

The HHERA involves a detailed scientific process to 

analyse the results of sampling conducted during the PSI 

and DSI.   
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The DSI and HHERA will continue through 2017 and 2018 

and will include: 

• Additional soil sampling on and off-Base to

determine where identified PFAS has migrated

• Ongoing surface water sampling to determine

changes that happen with the seasons

• Extending the area for surface water / sediment

sampling the full length of the Helps Road Drain to

Barker Inlet

• Additional groundwater sampling including sampling

of registered bores where owners have agreed

• Assessment of the potential PFAS risk to human

health and the environment on and off-Base.

Water Use Survey 

As part of the investigation, a Water Use Survey has been 

designed to collect information about water supply and use 

on properties around the Base. The survey has been 

provided to the community through community events, the 

Investigation Hotline, the project website and has been 

hand delivered to a number of registered bore holders. This 

information helps to determine what sampling is required 

to be undertaken as part of the DSI. 

The information from the voluntary surveys have been of 

great assistance in finding out how the community around 

the Base is using bore, rain or mains water, and particularly 

whether bore water is being used for drinking water.  

According to the responses to these surveys, no residents 

have been identified at this point as currently using 

groundwater as a drinking water supply.  

Keeping the community informed 

Defence is committed to regularly updating the 

community throughout the investigation. As well as 

community information sessions, updates are provided 

through the project website, direct mail and information 

sheets as new information becomes available. 

Upcoming Community Walk-in Sessions 

Community walk-in sessions will be held to provide local 

residents and business owners with an opportunity to 

discuss the progress of the detailed environmental 

investigation.  

The Sessions will include a presentation on the progress of 

the DSI and discuss the next steps in the investigation. The 

community will also be provided with the opportunity to 

ask questions one-on-one about the investigation with 

Defence, contracted experts and other key government 

department representatives in attendance.  

Date: Wednesday 1 November 

Venue: St John’s Parish Auditorium 

Church Street, Salisbury 

Session 1: 2 – 4 pm (presentation 2.15 pm) 

Session 2: 6 – 8 pm (presentation 6.15 pm) 

RAAF Base Edinburgh Investigation Hotline 

Phone 

Website 

1800 365 414 

www.defence.gov.au/environment/

pfas/Edinburgh/ 

mailto:DefenceEdinburgh@jbsg.com.au
http://www.defence.gov.au/environment/pfas/Edinburgh/
http://www.defence.gov.au/environment/pfas/Edinburgh/

