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Message from the Chair of the Editorial Board
Australia is currently experiencing significant changes in its 
strategic circumstances, which are effecting how we see the 
future of our nation, and the role of the Australian Defence 
Force and the wider Department of Defence. 

Despite these changes, there is still continuity. Recurrent 
challenges persist in our study and practice of the profession 
of arms. War remains an enduring part of the human condition 
and states will continue to seek to protect their sovereignty 
through national military forces. These military forces, if they 
are to be effective must anticipate a broad spectrum of 
requirements, possess excellent institutional leadership, and 
cultivate an intellectual edge. 

Since the publication of the very first professional journal by 
the Australian military in 1948, generations of leaders have 
honed their intellect through writing, critiquing and reading 
about the many and varied aspects of their profession. The 
new Australian Journal of Defence and Strategic Studies 
(AJDSS) builds on this tradition. It will provide insights and 
analysis that stimulate critical thinking and be a platform 
for addressing issues relevant to Australia’s defence and 
strategic interests.

If we are to push the boundaries of knowledge critical to 
building a cohort of diverse, creative and collaborative 
Defence and national security professionals then robust 
and contextually driven conversations are essential. These 
must be inclusive debates that also seek input from leading 
academics and experts, industry partners and interagency 
professionals. Such conversations will drive adaptation in 
the defence and national security environment, focusing 
our attention on the intellectual, moral, technological and 
human components that make conflict and strategic 
competition a complex national endeavour. 

The AJDSS is committed to publishing high-quality 
professional discourse and peer reviewed scholarship that 
contributes to national, regional and global defence and 
national security dialogue. It should be a leading source of 
contemporary defence and strategic thinking and practice, 
which nurtures the desire in military and civilian personnel to 
achieve individual, and collective, professional excellence.

MAJGEN Mick Ryan, AM 
Chair, Australian Journal of Defence and Strategic Studies 
Commander, Australian Defence College



Welcome
Welcome to the Australian Journal of Defence and Strategic 
Studies, the new flagship publication of the Australian Defence 
Force.

We are pleased to launch this new publication as a positive way 
to support debate and discussion on the future defence and 
strategic concerns facing Australia and our region. 

Defence – as an integrated organisation of both ADF and APS 
professionals – continuously needs to reflect on how we can 
best deliver on the mission given to us, to defend and serve 
the national interest. We must look for constructive approaches 
to navigate the rapidly changing and complicated environment 
ahead. To do this, it is essential we stimulate and enhance our 
intellectual engagement with a range of complex problems and 
consider alternative approaches.

Through the Australian Journal of Defence and Strategic 
Studies, we are encouraging the sharing of thought-provoking 
ideas, original analysis and high-quality research that will help 
inform and frame deliberations on the defence and strategic 
challenges we may face in the future. 

Greg Moriarty General Angus J. Campbell, AO, DSC 
Secretary Chief of the Defence Force



Editorial Review Board Members
Major General Mick Ryan AM is the Commander, Australian Defence College and Chair of the AJDSS Editorial Board. 
He has deep experience in the fields of national and military strategy; interagency and joint operations; command and 
leadership; and professional military education, as well as a long-standing interest in organisational innovation and 
adaption. During his 30-year career in the Australian Defence Force, he has served in Timor, Afghanistan and Iraq; and 
with the Strategy and Policy Division of the Pakistan Afghanistan Coordination Cell (PACC) on the US Joint Staff. Prior 
to his current role, he was Army’s Director General Training and Doctrine, where he authored and implemented the 
Ryan Review. He is a Distinguished Graduate of the US Marine Corps Command and Staff College, a graduate of the 
USMC School of Advanced Warfighting and holds a Masters in International Public Policy from Johns Hopkins University.  
Follow him on twitter @WarintheFuture.

Dr Ross Babbage is CEO of Strategic Forum Ltd. and a Non-Resident Senior Fellow at the Center for Strategic and 
Budgetary Assessments in Washington, DC. During his 16 years with the Australian Public Service, Dr Babbage held several 
senior positions, such as Head of Strategic Analysis in the Office of National Assessments. He also led the branches in 
the Department of Defence responsible for ANZUS and then Force Development. He has worked at senior levels of the 
corporate sector and in academia, including as Head of the Strategic and Defence Studies Centre at the ANU and serving 
on the Council of the International Institute for Strategic Studies in London. He was appointed a Member of the Order of 
Australia in 2011.

Professor Toni Erskine is Professor of International Politics and Director of the Coral Bell School of Asia Pacific Affairs at 
the Australian National University (ANU). She is also Editor of International Theory: A Journal of International Politics, Law, and 
Philosophy; Associate Fellow of the Leverhulme Centre for the Future of Intelligence at the University of Cambridge; and one 
of the Chief Investigators for the ‘Humanising Machine Intelligence’ Grand Challenge at ANU. Her research interests include 
the moral agency and responsibility of formal organisations in world politics (such as states, transnational corporations and 
intergovernmental organisations); the ethics of war; the responsibility to protect (‘R2P’); cosmopolitan theories and their 
critics; and new technologies in relation to organised violence (particularly with respect to artificial intelligence).

Professor Michael Evans is the General Sir Francis Hassett Chair of Military Studies at the Australian Defence College and 
a Professor in the School of Humanities and Social Sciences at Deakin University. Previously, he was Head of the Australian 
Army’s Land Warfare Studies Centre at the Royal Military College–Duntroon, and he has served with Land Headquarters and 
the Directorate of Army Research and Analysis. Professor Evans graduated in war studies from the University of Rhodesia, 
gained his Masters from the University of London, and was awarded his Doctorate from the University of Western Australia. 
He has held numerous visiting fellowships including as Sir Alfred Beit Fellow in the Department of War Studies at King’s 
College London.

During his RAN career, Rear Admiral James Goldrick AO, CSC, RAN (Rtd) commanded HMA Ships Cessnock and 
Sydney (twice); the Australian Surface Task Group and the multinational maritime interception force in the Persian Gulf in 
2002; and Australia’s interagency Border Protection Command from 2006-2008. He also held commands at the Australian 
Defence Force Academy and Australian Defence College. He is an Adjunct Professor at UNSW Canberra and at the ANU 
Strategic Defence Studies Centre, as well as a Professorial Fellow of the Australian Centre for Ocean Resources and 
Security at the University of Wollongong. He has published several books, including the award-winning Before Jutland 
(2015), and has contributed chapters and articles to numerous publications.

Dr Jade Guan is a lecturer in Strategic Studies at Deakin University and supports the Defence and Strategic Studies Course 
(DSSC) at the Australian War College. She is a China specialist with research interests in China’s soft power and foreign 
policy, international politics of Northeast Asia, Chinese domestic politics and China in the Cold War. She received her PhD in 
International Relations at the Australian National University (ANU), where she taught at both under and post graduate levels 
in the disciplines of International Relations, Politics and Chinese Language.

Dr Ahmed Salah Hashim is Associate Professor in the Military Studies Programme at the Institute of Defence and 
Strategic Studies, RSIS, and specialises in Strategic Studies. He received his BA in Politics and International Studies from 
the University of Warwick, Great Britain and his MSc and PhD from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). He has 
worked extensively in the fields of Strategy and Policy dealing in particular with irregular war and counter-terrorism. He is 
the author of numerous books including forthcoming titles The Iranian Way of War: In the Service of Nation or Revolution? 
(Hurst and Company, 2019), Small Wars: Too Big to Ignore, (Hurst and Company, 2019) and God, Greed and Guns: State-
Formation and Nation Building in Iraq, (University of Pennsylvania Press, 2020).

Dr Michael Hatherell is the convener of the Deakin University Master of Arts (Strategic Studies) program in the Defence 
and Strategic Studies Course (DSSC) at the Australian War College. His research interests include Indonesian politics, 
political representation and leadership, populism, the creation and manipulation of national narratives and their affect on 
foreign policy and national strategy. Prior to his current role, he taught and designed academic programs in strategic studies, 
security studies, international relations, political science, and Indonesian society and language at both the undergraduate 
and postgraduate level. 



Dr Frank Hoffman is a Distinguished Research Fellow at the National Defense University (NDU). He is a retired US Marine 
infantry officer and former Pentagon analyst. He served for 40 years in the US Department of Defense, including two senior 
political appointments in the Department of the Navy and at the Office of the Secretary of Defense. In 2017, Dr Hoffman 
was Special Assistant for Strategic Matters to the US Secretary of Defense and served on the National Defense Strategy 
taskforce. His research portfolio includes US grand strategy, defense strategy, defense economics, and military innovation. 
He is a graduate of the Wharton Business School and the US Naval War College, and he holds a PhD in War Studies from 
King’s College London.

Associate Professor David Martin Jones is Honorary Reader in the School of Political Science and International Studies at 
the University of Queensland and Visiting Professor and teaching fellow in War Studies at King’s College, London. He has taught 
at the National University of Singapore and the University of Tasmania; and is the associate editor of the University of Malaya’s 
South East Asian Studies journal, JATI. His research interests include statecraft, terrorism and counterinsurgency, and South 
East Asia. A full list of his books, journal articles and mainstream media publications can be found at davidmartinjones.com. 

Dr Alexey D. Muraviev is Associate Professor of National Security and Strategic Studies at Curtin University and founder 
and Director of its Strategic Flashlight forum on national security and strategy. An award-winning strategic affairs analyst,  
Dr Muraviev has published widely on national and international security; and he is a regular media commentator on international 
and strategic affairs. His research interests include problems of modern maritime power, contemporary defence and strategic 
policy, Russia as a Pacific power and its strategic and defence policies, and Australian national security. He is a member of 
several expert editorial and advisory boards, and think tanks. In 2011, Alexey was the inaugural scholar-in-residence at the 
Australian Strategic Policy Institute. 

Dr Rory Paddock is a Teaching Fellow at the New Zealand Defence Force Command and Staff College and a lead for the 
Advanced Command and Staff Course (Joint). He retired from the Royal New Zealand Air Force as Group Captain with his 
last posting as a Syndicate Director at the Australian Defence College. Dr Paddock holds a BSc in Social Science from the 
University of Ulster, a PGDip in Defence and Strategic Studies from Massey University, and a PhD in Economic and Social 
History from the University of Edinburgh. He is also an alumnus of the US Department of Defense Asia-Pacific Center for 
Security Studies.

Professor Brendan Sargeant is Honorary Professor, Strategic and Defence Studies Centre, Coral Bell School of Asia Pacific 
Studies at the Australian National University. He retired from the Department of Defence in October 2017. From September 
2013 to October 2017 he was the Associate Secretary of Defence. Prior to that appointment he was the Deputy Secretary 
Strategy. As Associate Secretary, he was responsible for oversight of the implementation of the First Principles Review, a 
major reform of Defence organisation and enterprise governance, planning, performance and risk management. He was 
principal author of the 2013 Defence White Paper.

Professor Peter Stanley of UNSW Canberra is one of Australia’s most distinguished military historians. The author of over 
35 books, he has published widely in the fields of Australian military history and latterly, the military history of British India. His 
2010 book, Bad Characters: Sex, Crime, Mutiny, Murder and the Australian Imperial Force was jointly awarded the Prime 
Minister’s Prize for Australian History. He is General Editor of the Cambridge University Press Army History Series. He is 
presently on sabbatical in Britain working on books on the Santal rebellion (Bengal, 1855) and on the Falklands/Malvinas war 
of 1982, in collaboration with Argentine and Australian colleagues. 

Dr Cathy Moloney is the Editor of the AJDSS and is the Academic Researcher at the Centre for Defence Research at 
the Australian Defence College. She has over a decade of academic experience in International Relations and National 
Security having held roles as a senior research assistant, lecturer, course convener and supervisor in International Security and 
International Relations at both undergraduate and postgraduate levels. She holds a PhD in Nuclear Policy and International 
Relations (Griffith University), Master of International Politics (1st Class, University of Melbourne) and a BA in International 
Relations (Griffith University).

Fiona Mackrell is the Managing Editor of the AJDSS and Publications and Research Officer at the Centre for Defence 
Research at the Australian Defence College. 



Editorial Statement
In 1976, the Australian Defence Force launched a joint journal ‘embracing the three services and the civilian component of 
the Defence Forces’. For over 40 years, the ADF Journal was the backbone of scholarship and discussion on the profession 
of arms. Just as the journal in 1976 was responding to change and reorganisation, so too is the new Australian Journal for 
Defence and Strategic Studies (AJDSS). 

Australia’s Defence requires an intellectual level of thinking that encourages the exchange of innovative ideas and lifts the 
quality of discussion in both the organisation and the wider community. The AJDSS will be one-step in achieving this goal. It 
will provide a platform for high-level strategic analysis of Australia and the region’s geopolitical and military environment, and 
the planning and policy settings required to face a rapidly changing world. 

The AJDSS is committed to supporting Defence and the broader strategic community’s thinking on the challenges of the 
future. It will nurture strategic acumen, advance fresh ideas, and analyse future issues. Most importantly, through encouraging 
professional and scholarly discussion it aims to assure the intellectual leadership of the Australian Defence Force, both civil 
and military. 

Consequently, the Journal offers a forum for defence personnel, academics, senior policy makers and strategic community 
partners to research, write, and present innovative ideas and academic analysis. It invites candid and open debate, and values 
and encourages diverse perspectives, on the multi-faceted issues involved in defence and strategic matters.

The journal is equally committed to being relevant to its audience. By providing both peer reviewed papers and high quality 
commentary, it will offer a balance of both sound scholarship and stimulating points of view. 

As the Hon D.J Killen, Minister for Defence said in 1976, “[the journal] should…provide a means whereby we may have a more 
constructive and enlightened approach to issues of Australian Defence”. The aim of the AJDSS is to do the same and be the 
journal strategic thinkers have to have. 
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Aims and Scope
The Australian Journal of Defence and Strategic Studies (AJDSS) is the new flagship journal of the Australian Defence Force. 
It publishes multidisciplinary peer-reviewed papers, commentary and analysis, reviews and correspondence on Australian 
defence and strategic concerns. The AJDSS is an open-access journal published twice annually in print and electronic  
format online. 

It aims:

to look to the future
The AJDSS recognises the fundamentally shifting strategic environment facing Australia, both globally and in our region; 
and that, this is occurring in parallel with rapidly changing social, technological, economic and political challenges. The 
AJDSS aims not only to identify emerging trends and future concerns but also to interrogate their implications and examine 
a range of possible responses. 

to inform decision making now
The AJDSS aims to empower defence and strategic security decision makers by providing insight and analysis relevant to 
the measures that need to be taken today to prepare for an uncertain future. 

to spark serious discussion and debate
Complex problems rarely have simple answers and there are likely to be many conflicting points of view on how to 
respond. The AJDSS provides a forum for different approaches and perspectives to stimulate respectful, considered and 
intelligent debate that contributes to broader collaborations and exchanges of ideas. 

to foster original, innovative research and analysis
The AJDSS will be a platform for original, innovative research and academic analysis that enhances understanding of 
defence and strategic issues, and challenges conventional thinking and approaches. 

to include diverse voices and readers. 
The AJDSS recognises the importance of welcoming different voices and points of view. It aims to bring together a diverse 
range of writers and readers from across the professional military, government, academic and industry sectors and to be 
of interest to Australia’s allies and partners internationally. 

The AJDSS welcomes high-quality multidisciplinary scholarly papers and research on a broad range of contemporary and 
emerging defence and security issues. Topics are not limited to but can include: regional and international security concerns 
and challenges; the implications and consequences of emerging forms of warfare and technology; effective combined 
planning and joint capability; resilience and sustainability; military leadership, education and ethics; and the intersection of 
defence issues and concerns with political, economic, social and environmental changes.

In addition, the AJDSS also publishes commentary, opinion essays, speeches and reviews. It invites correspondence in 
response to matters raised in the journal to encourage professional and academic dialogue. 

The AJDSS collaborates as part of the Australian Joint Professional Military Education (JPME) ecosystem with a range of ADF 
publications and online forums, particularly The Forge, to provide a spectrum of professional military education resources and 
publishing platforms that support Australian defence and military scholarship and the sharing of ideas. 



Call for Submissions
The AJDSS welcomes submissions considering future and contemporary concerns relevant to the defence and 
strategic outlook of Australia and the Indo-Pacific region. 

DPS: JUL006-19

Submissions Deadlines
Vol 2. No. 1 31 October 2019 
Vol 2. No. 2 30 April 2020 
Vol 3. No. 1 30 September 2020

Length of submissions
AJDSS considers:

• scholarly research papers of 4000 to 6000 words 

• commentary and opinion essays of 1500 to  
4000 words

• reviews and review essays (generally by commission) 
of 800 to 2000 words

• correspondence in response to articles of no more 
than 2000 words. 

It is the expectation that all submissions will be original, 
clearly argued and demonstrate appropriate levels of 
research and evidence. Scholarly research papers  
accepted for consideration will undergo a double-blind  
peer review process. 

Peer Reviewers
Academics and subject matter experts interested in peer 
reviewing for AJDSS are welcome to contact the editorial 
office outlining their areas of expertise and availability. 

Submitting your manuscript
Manuscripts should be submitted by email to:  
cdr.publications@defence.gov.au 

Please review the editorial policies and submission 
guidelines on our website before submission  
(see details below).

Subscriptions
The AJDSS is an open-access publication available in print 
or electronic format via our website. 

To subscribe (or unsubscribe) from the print distribution 
list, or to receive email notification when new issues are 
available online, please visit our website and complete the 
form on the Contact Us page. 

Contact details:
Editor: Dr Cathy Moloney 
Managing Editor: Fiona Mackrell

Tel: +61 (0)2 6266 0352

Online: www.defence.gov.au/adc/publications/AJDSS 
Email: cdr.publications@defence.gov.au 

Postal address:
Australian Journal of Defence & Strategic Studies 
Australian Defence College 
PO Box 7917 
Canberra BC  ACT  2610


